I.IBHARY  CONDITIONS. 

Thf.  Library  to  Ijc  imder  llie  control  of  the  Direc¬ 
tors,  uho  may  witliliold  such  l>ooks  from  circulation, 
as  iliey  may  deem  expedient.  ’ 

Each  Memi)er  shall  l)e  entitled  to  take  from  the 
Library,  one  folio,  or  one  quarto,  or  two  of  any  lesser 
|old,  will)  the  plates  l)elonging  to  the  same,  upon  sign¬ 
ing  a  reeeipt  for  the  same,  and  promising  to  make 
good  any  damage  which  may  be  sustained  when  in 
their  possession,  or  to  replace  the  same,  if  lost. 

I^'o  person  shall  lend  any  book  Ijelonging  to  the  In¬ 
stitute,  except  to  a  member,  under  a  penalty  of  one 
dollar  for  every  oft'eiice. 


The  Directors  may  permit  other  persons  than  mcm- 
liers  to  use  the  Library. '  No  member  shall  detain  any 
book  longer  than  four  weeks,  after  being  duly  notified 
that  the  same  is  wanted  by  another  member,  under  a 
penalty  of  twenty  live  cents  per  week. 


On  or  before  the  first  Wednesday  in  May  all  books 
shall  be  returned,  and  a  committee  of  the  Directors 
appointed  for  that  purpose  shall  examine  the  Library 
and  make  a  report  of  the  condition  at  the  Anndal 
Meeting.  ^  ^  ^ 
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THE 


PREFACE, 


HE  Author  of  the  following  Sermons,  was 


1  engaged  but  a  few  Years  in  the  Paftoral 
Office  ;  He  was  called  off  from  the  Work  of 
the  Miniftry,  in  the  Prime  of  Life,  In  the  Midft 
of  his  Ufefiilnefs. 

t 

His  natural  Abilities  were  above  the  common 
Standard;  thefe  he  improved  by  diligent  Study, 
and  confecrated  to  the  Service  of  the  Sanctuary. 
His  public  Labors  were  highly  acceptable  to 
the  Church  of  God  :  He  ftione  in  private  Life 
in  the  amiable  Charaffer  of  a  fincercChrittian* 


His 


ii  The  PREFACE. 

His  Appearance  in  the  Pulpit  was  grave,  and 
hia  Sermons  delivered  with  fo  agreable  a  Pathos, 
;^.feldom-  -failed  •  to  fix  the  Attention  of.  his 
Hearers,  and  infpirc  them  with  Reverence  for 
the  Word  of  God. 

THEDifeourfesnow  publifhed,  will  convince 
thofc  who  were  Strangers. to  the  Author,  that 
he  was  a  truly  Evangelical  Preacher  :  By  them 
being  dead,  he  yet  fpcaketh :  His  Spirit  ftill 
breathes  in  almofl:  every  Page,  and  is  adapted 
to  enkindle  the  Fire  of  true  Devotion  in  the 
Breafts  of^all  who  read.  them. 

'  He  prokiffed  fair  to  be  a  great  Bleffing  to 
the  World,  if  the  Sovereign  Lord  of  Life,  the 
wife  Difpofer  of  all  Events,  had  continued  him 
longer  among  us. — But  he  was  early  removed 
from  the  Services  of  the  r  Church  upon  Earth, 
to  the  general  yfjfembly  and  Church  of  the  ftrjl 
born  in  Heaven, 

The  Truths  he  delivered  to  others,  had  an 
happy  Influence  upon  his  own  Heart  :  Tlicy 
not  only  excited  him  to  fulfil  the  Minifiry  he 
receive f  but  enabled  him  to finiffo  bis  Courfe 
vjith  foy. — He  felt  the  Decays  of  Animal  Na¬ 
ture,  with  a  profound  Submijflion  to  the  Divine 
Will: — Undifmayed  at  the  Approach  of  the 
King  of  "Terrors,  he  rejoiced  hi  the  Hope  c  f  the 
Glory  of  God, 
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Thro’  many  tedious  Months  of  SIckncfs, 
he  difcovered  the  mofl:  exemplary  Patience,  and 
welcomed  the  Mefftmger  of  Death,  not  as  an 
Enemy  but  a  Friend. — Knoiving  in  whom  he 
had  believed^  he  bid  a  chearful  Adieu  to  every 
Thing  which  is  mortal,  waited  with  Plcafure 
for  the  happy  Moment,  when  he  fhould  be 
franflated  to  the  immortal  Regions  of  Felicity 
and  Joy. 

In  his  declining  State,  he  frequently  ex- 
prelTed  his  Defirc,  that  thefe  Sermons  might  be 
publiftied  after  his  Dcceafe,  doubtlcfs  from  a 
pleafing  Hope,  that  they  might  do  Service  to 
the  Living,  when  he  was  numbered  among  the 
Dead,  Vv^’e  to  whom  he  committed  the  Care, 
of  introducing  thefe  his  Remains  into  the 
World,-  are  perfwaded  from  an  attentive  Perufal, 
that  they  arc  well  adapted  to  promote  the  Au¬ 
thor’s  pious  Dcfign.  The  Subje<n:s  of  them  are 
important  and  well  chofen.  The  great  Truths 
he  explains,  are  generally  plac’d  in  an  eafy,  fa¬ 
miliar  and  convincing  View;  fuiteJ  to  convey 
Light  to  the  Undcrllanding  and  Warmth  to 
the  FIcart. 

They  would,  doubdefs,  have  appeared  to 
grcatcrAdvantagc,had  they  received  thcAuthor’s 
lalf  corrcdling  Hand.  Impcrfe(fl:  as  they  arc, 
they  will  recommend  themfelves  to  every  de¬ 
vout, 
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vout,  attentive  and  unprejudiced  Mind. — They 
contain  the  moft  in tcreftihg Truths,  and  point 
out  the  only  Way  that  leads  to  cverlafling 
Life. 

We  have  fl:ri<5lly  adhered  to  the  Copy  tranf*. 
mitted  to  us,  and  have  made  only  a  few  verbal 
Alterations,  which  the  hade  in  w^hich.  thefe 
Sermons  w^ere  compofed  and  tranferibed,  ren¬ 
dered  necefTary — That  they  may  be  attended 
with  a  Divine  Blcffing,  and  anfwer  the  bene¬ 
volent  Intention  for  which  the  excellent  Au¬ 
thor  directed  this  Publication,  is  the  unfeigned 
Prayer  of — 
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ACTS  XL  26. 


^nd  the  Difclples  'were  called  Chrijlians  frjl 
in  Antioch. 

was  coirtomary  among  the  ancients, 
^  5::^  1  for  the  different  fecSls  of  philofophers 

^  I  to  call  themfelves  by  the  name  of  their 

_  ^  refpe£iive  maflers,  or  the  founders  of 

&  ^  their  fedl.  Thus  the  followers  and 

difciples  of  Plato,  were  from  him, 
called  Platomjls  ;  the  followers  of  Epicurus,  for  the 
fame  reafon,  bore  the  name  of  Epicureans  ;  and 
thofe  who  fell  in  with  the  Ariflotelian  philofophy, 
were,  from  him,  called  Arijlotelians',  or  otherwifr, 
Per'ipateticks,  which  fignifies  walking  about  ;  becaufe 
the  Undents  in  his  fchool,  uted  to  difbute,  walking. 
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But  an  infinitely  greater  teacher,  and  divine  philq- 
fopher  made  his  appearance  in  our  world,  between 
feventeen  and  eighteen  hundred  years  ago,  even 
Jefus  Chrift,  th«  Lord  from  Heaven,  who  (jaake  as 
never  any  meer  man  fpake  ;  who  taught  the  way  of 
God  in  truth,  without  the  Jeaft  mixture  of  error,  in 
the  mofl  fpiritual,  fijblime,  and  important  dodlrincs  ;  ’ 
and  at  lafi,  fealed  the  truth  of  them  with  his  blood. 
Yea,  he  not  only  died  in  confirmation  of  his  do^rines 
and  mifTion,  but  died  a  facrifice  for  fin,  to  atone  for 
the' fins  of  his  followers,  and  purchafe  life  immortal 
for  them. 

And,  blefied  be  God  !  there  have  been  numbers  in 
every  age,  who  have  been  perfuaded  to  liften  to  his 
divine  infl:ru6fions,  to  fall  in  with  his  heavenly  doc¬ 
trines,  and  cordially  receive  him  as  their  Lord  and 
mafter. 

His  firfl:  difdples  and  followers,  for  about  eight  or 
ten  years  after  his  refurre£tion,  were  called,  by  the 
unbelieving  Jews,  by  way  of  derifion,  Galileans^ 
Nazarenes,  &c.  and  by  themfelves.  Believers,  Saints, 
Brethren,  the  Church  of  Chrijl,  and  the  like. 

.  But  after  that,  upon  receiving  an  intimation  from 
II  raven  for  their  fo  doing,  as  the  original  in  my  text 
fairly  imports,  they  rook  upon  themfelves  the  name  of 
Chrijlians,  from  and  in  honour  of  Jefus  Chrifi,  their 
profefied,  and  adorable  mafier  ;  thereby  teQifying  their 
acknowledgment  of  him  as  the  only  anointed  Saviour 
of  finners,  and  their  firm  adherence  to, and  dependence 
on  him.  And  this  honourable  name,  the  text  informs 
us,  was  firrt  afihincd  by  the  difciples  at  Antioch,  the 
capital  of  Syria.  But  iho*  it  was  firfl  njfumed,  yet  it 
was  not  confined  there,  but  quickly  became  of  univerfal 
extent  ;  and  the  difciples  of  the  crucified  Jefus,  in 

every 
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every  place  were  thenceforward,  mofl  commonly  de¬ 
nominated  by  the  name  of  Chriflians, 

And  this  name  has  been  of  conllant  nfe,  and  con^ 
tinned  down  to  the  prefent  day  ;  and  is  given  to  great 
part  of  the  inhabitants  of  Europe,  and  to  no  incon- 
fiderable  number  here,  in  America.  Yea,  and  we  our- 
felves  have  the  honour  to  wear  that  worthy  name  ; 
but  God  knows  who  of  us  are  chriflians  any  other- 
wife  than  in  name,  and  profejjton.  For,  as  it  was  once 
faid  of  his  ancient,  profefling  people  the  Jew’s  ;  he 
is  not  a  Jew,  who  is  one  outwardly,  neither  is  that 
circumcifion,  which  is  outward  in  the  /lefh  ;  but 
he  is  a  Jew,  who  is  one  inwardly,  and  circunKifion 
is  that  of  the  heart,  in  the  fpirit,  and  not  in  th». 
letter So,  it  may,  with  equal  propriety  be  faid 
now  ;  he  is  not  a  chrijlian,  who  is  one  to  outward  ap¬ 
pearance  onJy,  neither  is  that  the  true,  acceptable 
chrtjlianity,  which  is  only  in  name,  profejjion  ;  but 
he  is  a  true  chriflian,  who  is  one  inwardly,  and  the 
right,  available  chriflianity,  is  that  which  is  feated  in 
the  heart,  and  in  the  fpirit,  whofe  praife  is  not  of 
men,  but  of  God. 

I  hope  you  will  then  favour  me  with  your  ferious, 
ar^d  devout  attention,  while  I  endeavour  to  flaew  you 
what  it  is  to  be  a  chriflian  ;  and  likewife,  fuggefl  feve- 
ral  confldcrations  by  way  of  improvement,  to  evince 
the  necejftty,  and  importance  of  it. 

To  be  a  chriflian,  in  name,  and  profejjion,  only,  is* 
no  mighty  thing  ;  but  ro  have  the  thing  profejje^,  and 
to  be  a  chriflian  in  reality,  this  is  fbmething.  Indeed, 
to  be  a  chriflian,  in  a  lax,  and  more  general  fenfe  cf 
the  word,  ascontradiflinguifhed  from  unbelieving  Jews, 
Mahometans  and  Pagans,  implies  no  more  than  a  pro- 
fefTion  of  the  religion  of  Jefus  Chrift  j  but  to  be  a 
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true  and  acceptable  chriftian  in  the  fight  of  God,  as 
conrradiflinguifhed  from  formal, hypocritical  profefibrs, 
implies  (bmething,  yea  a  great  deal  more  than  this. 
It  implies,  a  firm  belief  of  the  religion  of  Jcfus 
Chrift — an  intire  approbation  of,  and  acquicfcence  in 
it — a  cordial  reception  of,  and  dependence  on  him, 
for  the  whole  of  his  falvation,  in  the  gofpel  way — 
a  hearty,  and  confeientious  devotednefs  to  his  fervicc 
— a  careful  imitation  of  him — and,  in  a  word,  it  im¬ 
plies,  that  fuch  a  one  is  a  new  creature. 

I  would  fpcak  a  few  words  to  each  of  the(e  par¬ 
ticulars. 

(i.)  To  be  3  chrifiian,  a  true,  fincere,  acceptable 
chrifiian,  implies,  a  firm  belief  of  the  religion  of  Jcfus 
Chrifi.  And  what  his  religion  is,  the  bible,  and  efpe- 
cially  the  new-tejlament ^  will  inform  us.  Indeed,  the 
ivhole  bible  is  the  chrifiian’s  creed,  as  every  part  of  it 
has  either  a  mediate,  or  immediate  reference  to  Chrift, 
to  whom  both  the  law,  and  the  prophets  bore  wdtnefs ; 
and  who  is  the  fiim,  and  fubftance  of  all  the  types, 
and  ftiadows  of  the  old  leftament.  But  the  new^ 
tejiarnent  contains  the  cleared,  and  fulleft  reprefenta- 
lion  of  the  chriftian  religion,  being  the  fulfilment, 
rind  pcrfe£lion  of  all  the  preceeding  difipenfations :  So 
that  the  whole  of  the  old-teftamentf  feems  for  fub¬ 
ftance,  to  be  comprifed  in  the  next;.  Whatever,  there¬ 
fore^  the  chriftian  can  find  to  be  revealed  in  the  word 
of  God,  he  makes  the  object  of  his  belief  j  and  efpe- 
cially,  thofe  do^lrines  which  relate  more  immediately 
to  Jcfus  Chrift,  and  the  method  of  our  falvation  thro* 
him  :  Such  as,  the  ftri<ftnefs,  purity,  fpiritualiiy,  ex¬ 
tent,  eternal  obligations,  and  penalty,  of  the  moral 
law. — Our  guilt,  depravity,  and  mifery  by  reafon  of 
fin  j  and  utter  inability  to  keep  it,  now  in  our  fallen 

ftatc — ' 
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"ftate — The  glorrous  undertaking  of  Jcfus  ChriO,  as 
the  mediator  of  the  new-covenant,  who,  by  his  obe¬ 
dience  unto  death,  has  fulfilled  all  the  r^htcoulnefs 
of  the  law,  for  believers,  and  obtained  eternal  redemp¬ 
tion  for  them — The  dodlrine  of  juftification  by  faith 
in  the  imputed  righteoufncfs  of  Chrift,  without  the 
deeds  of  the  law — The  neceflity  of  regeneration  ; 
and,  as  refulting  from  it,  of  obedience  to  the  will  of 
God — ^Thc  prefent,  and  future  blcflednefs  of  the  righ¬ 
teous  ;  and  the  miferics,  both  prefent,  and  future,  of 
the  wicked,  &c.  To  thefe  important  doctrines,  with 
whatever  elfe  thcchriflian  finds  to  be  revealed  in  the 
word  of  God,  he  mod  readily  yields  his  afTent.  la 
fliort,  he  adopts  the  whole  religion  of  Jefus  Chrifl,  in 
its  do£lrines,  precepts,  promifes,  and  rewards,  as  kis 
religion.  And,  as  he  firmly  believes,  fo  he  is  not 
alhamed  to  make  profejjion  of  it.  Moreover, 

(2.)  The  chridian  is  one  who  heartily  approves  of, 
and  acquiefccs  in  the  religion  of  Jefus  Chrid,  in  all 
the  parts  of  it.  He  more  than  barely  ajjents  to  it, 
as  the  only  true  religion,  which  one  may  do,  who, 
neverthelcfs,  has  a  difrelidi  for,  and  even  hates  it  ;  as 
the  Devil  does.  But  he  finccrely  likes  it,  is  plealed 
with  it,  in  every  view  ;  and,  as  1  (aid  before,  moft 
readily  adopts  it  for  his  own.  And  therefore,  I  may, 
with  propriety  add, 

(3.)  He  is  one  who  earnedly  defines,  arrd  heartily 
eonlents,  to  be  faved  in  this  way  which  the  gofpel  pro- 
pofes  ;  and  in  order  hereto,  he  by  faith  receives,  and 
depends  upon  the  Lord  Jefus  (  hrid,  in  all  his  ofRces, 
for  the  whole  of  his  falvanon,  to  be  ruled,  and  go¬ 
verned,  and  taught ;  as  well  as  faved  from  heji,  and 
entitled  to  Heaven.  Agreably  hereto,  wc  often  fnd 
faith  deferibed  in  feripture  by  a  receiving  of  Chrift  ; 
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as  particularly  in  the  firft  of  John.  **  But  to  as  many 
“  as  received  him,  to  them  gave  he  power  to  become 
the  Tons  of  God,  even  to  them  that  believed  on 
'  ‘‘  his  name.’’ 

Now  Jefus  Chrifl  is  not  believed  on,  and  received 
aright,  unlcfs  he  is  acknowledged,  received,  and  fub- 
rmitted  to,  in  the  whole  of  his  mediatorial  charader,  • 
and  in  all  his  facred  offices,  as  a  prophet,  to  inftruft, 
by  hisdodlrine  and  example;  a  prieft,  to  atone  for  fin, 
by  the  fpotlefs  facrifice  of  himfelf ;  and  a  king,  to 
rule  and  govern  us  by  his  righteous,  and  equitable 
commands.  Confequently, 

(4.)  The  true  chriftian  is  one  who  has  fincerely, 
heartily,  and  unrefervcdly  devoted  himfelf  to  the  fer- 
vice  of  Jefus  Chrifi  ;  whom  he  profefies  to  be  his 
Lord  and  mailer,  and  whom  he  therefore  makes  it  his 
care  to  pleafe,  and  obey,  in  the  whole  of  his  beha¬ 
viour.  -And,  it  is  very  obfervable,  that  our  bleffed 
Lord  has  made  this  chearful  obedience  to  him,  the 
tell,  and  evidence  of  our  difcipleffiip  ;  or,  which  is  the 
fame  thing,  of  our  being  chriflians.  As  in  thofc 
ever  memorable  words  of  his,  recorded  by  the  evan- 
gelift  John.  If  ye  continue  in  my  words,  then  are 
“  ye  my  difciples  indeed.  Herein  is  my  father  glo- 
rified,  that  ye  bear  much  fruit  ;  fo  fhall  ye  be  my 
“  difciples.  If  ye  love  me,  keep  my  commandments.” 

Fa  fe  is  that  profeffion  of  Chrift  ;  and  falfc  is  that 
faith  in,  and  love  to  him,  which  are  not  influential  to 
holinefs,  and  produ£live  of  new  ob  dicnce.  A  prin¬ 
ciple  of  obedience  in  the  heart,  Is  elicntial  to  ti  e  bemg 
of  a  chiifllan  ;  and  where  there  /j  this  divine  principle 
within,  it  will  operate  in  the  life,  and  m.niiUt  lilelf 
in  an  habitual,  and  dally  care  to  live  in  “  the  denial 
**  ol  all  ungediinefs  and  wxrldly  lulls,  and  to  live 
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**  foberly,  rlghteoufly,  and  godly  in  this  prefent,  evil 
world.”  And  fince  our  divine  Lord  and  mafter  has, 
by  his  perfetflly  holy  life,  fet  us  an  example,  that  we 
fliould  follow  his  ftcps,  and  we  are  commanded  to 
‘‘‘  walk  even  as  he  walked  j” — I  think  I  may  juftly 
proceed  to  fay, 

(5.)  That  it  is  one  edential  chara^leridick  of  a  true 
chrillian,  that  he  honeftly  endeavours  to  imitate  the 
example  of  Chrifl,  both  ip  his  heavenly  temper  of 
mind,  and  in  the  amiable  deportment  of  his  life. 

Such  a  one  will  efteem  it  no  fmall  privilege,  that 
he  has  fuch  an  unerring  example  fet  him  ;  and  will 
look  upon  himfelf  as  under  the  flrongeft  obligations 
to  copy  after  it  ;  and  therefore,  he  will  fludy,  in  ail 
practicable  inflances,  as  much  as  pofTible,  to  tread  in 
the  fteps  of  his  blelled  mafter. 

Particularly,  he  will  drive  to  imitate  him,  in  his 
piety  towards  God — his  firm,  and  regular  truft  in  him 
- — ^his  fupream  love  to  him — his  delight  in  his  fervicc*— 
his  zeal  for,  and  conftant  aim  at  his  glory — his  abfolute 
fubjcClion  to  his  will  and  pleafure — and,  in  his  fervent 
addrefles  to  him,  at  all  times,  and  on  all  occalions. 

He  will  likewife  endeavour  to  copy  after  him,  in  his 
>#omp!eat  felf-poirellion,  and  government — in  his  per- 
fcCf  command,  and  regulation  of  his  appetites,  and 
paflions — in  his  invincible  meeknefs,  under  the  higheft 
affronts 'and  indignities — and  in  his  anaffeCfed  humi¬ 
lity,  and  lowlinefs  of  mind. 

He  will,  moreover,  drive  to  follow  his  example, 
in  redeeming  time,  and  improving  all  opportunities  for 
his  Father’s  glory,  and  the  good  of  men. — Together 
with  his  contempt  of  the  world,  and  heavenly  minded- 
nefs. —  His  perfeCf  contentment  with  the  mod  indi¬ 
gent  and  abjcCf  condition— and  his  un.fhaken  p.uience, 
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\inder  the  fliarpeft  fufferings.  To  all  which  I  may 
add,  his  wonderful  benevolence, and  love  to  mankind; 
and  his  unwearied  labours  in  doing  good,  both  to  the 
fouls  and  bodies  of  men.  Yea,  fuch  a  one  will  never 
reft  eafy,  till  he  is  made  perfectly  holy,  even  as  Jefus, 
his  redeemer,  is  holy. 

From  all  which,  it  may  be  colle£led,  as  I  would 
obferve, 

(6.)  That  the  chriflian  is  a  nezv  creature.  This  is 
exactly  agreable  to  the  Apoftle’s  defeription  of  him, 
in  his  2d  epirtle  to  the  Corinthians.  **  If  any  man 
“  be  ia  Chrift ;  he  is  a  uew  creature  ;  old  things  ar® 
**  part  away ;  behold,  all  things  are  become  new.*’ 

Where  vital  chridianity  takes  place,  it  makes  a 
furprifing  alteration  in  the  fubjLcSl  of  it,  and  produces 
new  views,  and  apprehenfions  of  fpiritual,  and  divine 
things — new  affe^lions — new  refoluiions  for  the  fer- 
vice  of  God,  and  againft  fin — new  labours,  employ¬ 
ments  and  purfuits - and  new  entertainments,  new 

hopes,  and  new  profpedls. 

In  thefe,  and  fuch  like  refpe^ls,  the  chriftian  is  a 
new  creature^  different  from  what  he  was  before,  and 
different  from  what  all  are  by  nature.  And  all  this 
is  effc<^ed  by  the  powerful  influences  of  the  holy  fpi- 
rit,  accompanying  the  truths  of  the  gofpel,  the  hearty 
reception  of  which,  makes  a  chriflian. 

And  now,  a  little  to  recapitulate,  or  run  over  the 
heads  of  w-hat  has  been  faid. 

To  be  a  chriflian,  as  I  have  been  fhewing,  implies, 
a  firm  belief  of  the  chriflian  religion — a  hearty  ap¬ 
probation  of,  and  w’gI I -plea fed nefs  with  the  w  hole  me¬ 
thod  of  our  falvationby  Jefus  Chrift.  An  unfeigned 
rcceptioD  of,  and  depehdance  on  hinajn  all  his  offices, 
for  Salvation,  in  this  way — a  chearful  dtvotecln  fi:  to 
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fervice — a  difpofidon,  and  care  to  imitate  his  example. 
— And,  it  farther  implies,  that  fuch  a  one  is  a  rubjc£l: 
of  regenerating  grace ;  or,  is  become  a  new  creature. 

Methinks,  what  has  been  faid,  as  it  naturally  opens 
the  way  for  it,  fhould  put  us  all  upon  examining,  whe¬ 
ther  the  character  which  has  been  given  of  i\\QchriJ}ian, 
belongs  to  us  f  We  are  the  moft,  if  not  all  of  us, 
chriftians  by  profejjion  ;  but  fomething  farther  yet  is 
necedary.  '  How  is  it  with  regard  to  our  belief  of  the 
chriftian  religion,  and  the  dodrines  therein  revealed 
and  taught  us  ? —  Do  we  firmly  yield  our  afTent  to  the 
truth  of  them,  and  receive  them  as  dodlrines  taught 
from  heaven  ? 

And  here,  I  cannot  but  take  notice  of  the  inconffl- 
ency  of  fuch  as  call  thcmfelves  chriftians,  who  yet  dif- 
believe,  and  reje^f  fome  of  the  main,  and  mod  impor¬ 
tant  articles  of  chri/lianity. 

They  may  acknowledge  there  was  once  fuch  a  per- 
fbn  as  Jefus  Chrid,  who  was  crucified  at  Je  iifaltm, 
under  Pontius  Pilate,  and  who  fudainsthe  chara(der  of 
a  Saviour  of  finners,  &c.  But  they  deny  his  divinity, 
and  vilify  him  down  to  a  meer  man,  but  lit¬ 
tle  fuperior  tot>ne  of  the  old  prophets  ;  and  they  ei¬ 
ther  explain  aw'ay,  or  flatly  deny,  fome  of  the  mod 
fundamental  doctrines  which  he  himfelf,  and  hisApof- 
tles  after  him,  have  clearly  taught  us.  Such  as,  the 
deep,  and  fuiful  depravity  of  human  nature  by  the  fall 
—  (he  real,  and  proper  atonement  of  Chrid  for  fin; 
togethtr  with  the  neceflity  of  it — the  impu  ation  of  his 
mediatorial  righteoufnefs  for  judification,  without  the 
deeds  of  the  law — the  necelTity  of  regeneration  by  the 
word  and  fpirit  of  God — the  falvaiion  of  finners  by 
free  grace,  without  any  regard  to  v/orthinefs  of  theirs, 
a£  the  ground  of  their  acceptance  ;  with  fome  others 


What  It  is  to  he 


lo 

of  great  imporrance  in  the  chrifllan  fcheme.  Such 
do6lrines  as  thefe^  a  great  m^ny  who  bear. the  name  of 
chrlftians,  have  ftruck  out  oi'  their  creed  ;  and  will 
reproach  thofe  as  weak,  and  enthufiallic  people,  who 
yield  their  aflent  to  them.  And  why  is  it  they  difeard 
ihefe  momentous  truths  P  Not  bccaufe  they  are  not 
clearly  revealed,  and  taught  in  the  bible  ;  but  becaufc 
they  are  not  able  fully  to  comprehend  them,with  their 
boaflcd,  tho*  darkned  reafon  ;  and  becaufe  they  do 
not  conftitute  fuch  a  fcheme  of  religion  as  they  fhould 
have  chalked  out,  by  the  dim  light  of  nature.  And 
one  principal  reafon,  perhaps,  is,  becaufc  thefe  doc¬ 
trines  are  mortifying  to  their  corruptions,  and  hum¬ 
bling  to  their  pride. 

1  grant,  indeed,  that  we  are  not  required  to  receive 
any  thing  for  divine,  and  true,  which  is  abfblutely 
contradiBory  to  reafon  ;  which,  by  the  way,  cannot 
be  faid  of  thefe  do£lrines,  or  any  others  contained  in  the 
bible.  But,  if  we  muff  receive  nothing  for  divine, 
when  it  comes  well  attcfled,  becaufe  it  \%  above  our 
reafon  ;  it  is  in  vain  ever  to  expeft  a  revelation  :  for 
the  very  notion  of  a  thing’s  being  revealed  from  hea¬ 
ven,  implies,  that  it  may,  and  probably  will  contain 
fomc  things  beyond  our  reach  without  it.  How  un- 
rcafonable  then,  to  rejc£f  the  do^lrines  of  the  gofpel, 
not  for  want  of  evidence,  but  becaufe  they  are  fublime 
and  myflerious  ;  above  our  comprehenfion,  and  con¬ 
trary  to  our  luffs  ? 

And  w'hat  an  incoaflffent  part  do  they  aff,  who  thus 
curtail,  and  undermine  the  chrilfian  fcheme,  and  yet 
call  themfelves  chriflians  ? 

It  is  certa'.n,  they  do  not  take  their  religion  purely 
from  the  bible,  but  it  may  be,  partly  from  the  bitle, 
and  piX/tly  from  their  own  corrupt  notions ,  and  views 
of  tilings.  I 
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I  would  charitably  hope,  there  are  not  many  fuch 
chriftians  among  eiirfelves  ;  bi  t  that  there  arc  fuch  in 
the  world,  is  no  very  hard  matter  to  prove. 

But  to  return :  Do  we  honeftly,  and  impartially 
confuit  the  blble,  to  colle£l  cur  religion  from  thence  f 
and  do  we  firmly  believe  whatever  we  therein  find  to 
be  revealed  to  us  ? 

But,  as  a  belief,  or  afient  of  the  underflanding  to 
the  truth,  is  not  of  itfelf  fufficient  to  denominate  us 
chriflians  in  the  fight  of  God  :  Do  we  heartily  approve 
of  the  religion  of  Jefus  Chrift,  in  all  the  parts  of  it  I 
Do  we  cheerfully, and  fincerely  confent  to  be  faved  by 
him  in  the  way  which  the  Gofpel  makes  known  to  us? 
And,  as  an  evidence  hereof,  have  we  made,  and  do  we 
daily  make,  an  unfeigned  furrendcr  of  ourfelves  to  his 
fervice  and  difpofal.  with  a  fiudious  care  to  pleafe  him 
in  all  our  w'ays,  and  to  imitate  the  holy  example  which 
he  has  fet  us 

And,  can  we  on  good  grounds  conclude,  that  wc 

have  been  created  anew  in  Chrifl:  Jefus  unto  good 
**  works 

How  ftands  the  cafe  with  us  in  thefc  refpeds  I  Are 
we  chriflians  ;  or  are  we  not  ?  It  i".  a  very  interefting 
point  of  enquiry,  and  it  infinitely  concerns  us  to  fettle 
it  well. 

1  would  fain  hope  there  is  a  number  here  prefenr, 
who  can  anfwer  on  the  favourable  fide  of  the  queftion, 
and  draw  the  comfortable  conclufion,  that  they  are 
chriflians  indeed.  But  alasl  1  fear  an  equal,  if  not  a 
greater  number,  have  reafon  to  entertain  far  different 
fenriments concerning  their  fiate,  and  to  draw  the  me¬ 
lancholy  conclufion,  that,  according  to  the  cha'a^ler 
above^iven,  they  are  net  chriflians;  are  net  fa^^ngly 
converted  to  God,  thro’  Jefus  Chrifl  ;  are  not  true, be¬ 
lievers  in  his  name,  and  are  not  entitled  to  heaven. 

It 
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It  feems  very  proper  then,  that  I  ihould  confidermy 
hearers  as  falling  under  two  grand  divifions  ;  fuch  as 
are  r^j/ chriftians  ;  and  fuch  as  are  net.  To  each  of 
which,  I  would  nowjn  the  clofe  of  my  difcourfcjVery 
briefly  add  refs  myfelf. 

And  firft,  to  fuch  as  are  not  really  fincere  chriflians 
In  the  fight  of  God.  And  I  defire  that  confcience  may 
do  its^office,  and  whifper,  as  it  were, in  the  ear  of  every 
chriftlefs  foul  in  this  alTembly,  ^bou  art  the  man.  It 
is  not  for  me  to  fay,  who  of  you  fall  under  this  deno¬ 
mination,  and  who  not.  God  knows,  and  you  your^ 
/elves  ought  to  know,  and  will  know,  by  and  by,cither 
to  very  happy,  or  very  difmal  purpofe.  You  will 
Tuffer  me,  I  hope,  to  deal  plainly  with  you,  and  to 
fnggefl  feveral  confiderations  to  perfuade  you,  not  to 
red:  contented  with  the  name,  without  the  grace,  and 
the  virtues  of  a  chriflian. 

In  the  firft  place,  you  will  do  well  to  confider,  that 
you  can  no  otherwife  obtain  the  pardon  of  fin,  and  cf- 
cape  the  eternal  condemnation  of  hell,  than  by  becom¬ 
ing  chridians.  That  you  are  by  nature,  and  pra^lice, 
guilty  in  the  fight  of  God,  and  expofed  to  the  dreadful 
curfes  of  the  broken  law,  you  cannot  but  be  fenflblc  : 
And  it  is  no  lefs  certain,  that  there  is  no  other  poffiblc 
way  of  your  deliverance,  than  what  the  gofpel  opens ; 
for  we  are  therein  exprefly  told,  **  that  there  is  falva- 

tion  in  no  other,  but  in  jefus  Chrift.’*  Unicfs  )  ou 
therefore  repent  of  your  fins,  and  receive  the  Lord  Je- 
fus  Chrifl  by  faith  ;  you  can  never  have  the  fenrence  of 
your  condemnation  reverfed  ; — can  never  be  rcflorcd 
!o  the  favour  of  your  makt  r,  and  be  re  lea  fed  from 
‘‘  fuffering  the  vengeance  of  eternal  fire.” 

Atid  farther ;  the  renovation  of  your  nature  is  as 
neceffiry  to  your  hnppinefs,  as  the  pardon  of  fin.  But 
this,  you  cannot  pofiibly  obtain,  without  a  living,  ope¬ 
rative 
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tatlve,  uniting  faith  in  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift.  It  ic  - 
through  him  alone  that  any  are  made  fpiritually  alive, 
from  a  ftaie  of  death  in  trefpalles  and  (ins,  and  formed 
to  that  “  holinefs  without  which  no  man  can  fee  the 

Lord.’’  As  long  then,  as  you  continue  out  of  Chrift, 
you  continue  under  the  reigning  power  of  (in,  which 
naturally  tends  to,  and,  unlefs  you  are  delivered  from 
it,  will  finally  end  in  your  eternal  perdition. 

Moreover,  to  hint  at  many  things  in  a  few  w’ords. 
To  be  truly  religious,  is  the  only  way  in  which  you 
can  be  delivered  from  the  cruel  dominion, and  tyranny 
of  fatan,  the  grand  adverfary  of  fouls, to  whom  fin  has 
rendered  you  a  wretched,hetplefs  captive. — This  is  the 
only  way  to  have  your  fervices,  as  w«ll  as  perfons  ac¬ 
cepted  of  God,  who  regards  not  only  the  external  be¬ 
haviour,  but  looks  at  the  heart,  and  will  favourably 
refpedf  and  accept,  neither  us,  nor  any  thing  we  do, 
but  in  and  thro'  his  beloved  fon. — This  is  the  only 
way  to  get,  and  maintain,  true  peace  of  confcience,and 
a  comfortable  fenfe  of  your  maker’s  love. — This  is 
the  only  way  to  obtain  fubfianiial  confolation  and  fup- 
port  under  the  various  affiidlions  with  which  you  may 
be  exercifed  ;  and  to  enfure,  in  thebelf  time  and  way, 
compleat  deliverance  from,  and  a  happy  KTue  of  them. 
— Infhort,  xobecomcy  and  to as  chriftians,  is  the 
only  way  in  which  you  can  enjoy  true  comfort  and  (a- 
tisfaffion  while  you  live ;  be  fafe  and  happy  when  you 
die  ;  and  be  admitted  to  immortal  bleficdncfs  beyond 
the  grave. 

And  fhall  not  iheleconfiderations  prevail  with  you, 
moft  heartilv,  and  fpeedily  to  embrace  the  religion  of 
Jefus  Chriff ;  and  to  make  the  profccution  of  it,  the 
one  thing  needful 

_  O 

To  roufe,  and  you  yet  more  fcn(ibly,  if  pdf* 
fible,  wfiih  the  importance  of  it  \  let  me  entreat  you  to 

fend 
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fend  your  thoughts  forward  to  your  death-beds,  and 
imagine yourfclves  on  the  borders  of  eternity,  juft  ta¬ 
king  leave  of  weeping  friends,  and  every  furrounding 
object,  and  expecting,  in  a  few  minutes  or  hours,  to  be 
fixed,  cither  in  eternal  happinefs,  or  eternal  mifery. 

In  fuch  a  fitnarion,  mult  it  not  afford  you  nnfpeak- 
able  comfort  and  joy,  to  be  able  to  refleft,  and  fay,  “  I 
''  know  w^hom  1  have  believed,  and  am  perfuaded  that 
''  he  is  able  to  keep  that  which  I  have  committed  to  him, 
''  againllthat  day*’?  I  know  that  from  a  conviction  of 
the  truth  of  the  chriftian  religion,  and  of  my  pcrifhing 
need  of  the  Saviour  therein  exhibited,  1  have,  thro’  di¬ 
vine  grace  affifting,  renounced  all  my  fins,  and  fled 
for  refuge  to  jefus,  the  only  hope  fet  before  me — on 
bis  merits  is  all  my  dependance,  and  to  his  reafonablc 
fervice,  has  my  life,  for  months,  and  years,  been  chear- 
fully  devoted.  And  tho’  I  am  confeious  of  many  de¬ 
fers  and  impcrfeCfions,  attending  my  beft  duties  ;  yet, 
I  trufl  !  can  fafely  fay,  it  has,  in  the  main,  been  my 
care  and  endeavour,  to  live  to  h?s  glory,  and  lobe  **  per- 

feeling  holinefs  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  ”  looking  to 
his  fpotlefs  righteonrnefs,  and  prevalent  intercefl'ion, 
for  pardon  and  acceptance.  I  now  renew  my  choice  of, 
and  dependance  on  him, as  my  only  Saviour  ;  and  hope 
I  fhall  foon  be  taken  to  be  where  he  is,  to  behold 
his  glory.” 

Don’t  you  think  it  would  be  happy  dying  in  fuch  a 
frame,  and  with  fuch  reflcClions,  fuch  views,  and  fuch 
profpcClsas  thefe  ?  And  have  you  no  defire  thus  to  die 
th::  happy  death  of  ihechriflian  ?  As  everyou  would, you 
muff  make  provifion  for  it  before  hand  ;  yon  mufl  fe- 
cure  an  intcrefliu  Chrifl  ;  you  mufl  becemea  chrillian  : 
And  you  mufl  make  it  your  care  and  fludy,  to  live  the 
UJe  of  a  chri Ilian. 

Bur,  if  you  arc  negligent  hereof ;  and  arc  found  fo 
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3t  your  dying  day;  how  painful  muQ  be  your  reflec¬ 
tions  then  !  How  gloomy  your  apprehenfione,  and  how 
difmal  your  future  profpe^s  1  Alas!  may  you  then  fay, 

I  have  lived  fo  many  years  in  the  world,  but  have 
done  little  or  nothing  of  the  great  bufinefs  I  principal¬ 
ly  came  upon. — I  have  been  anxious  about  the  trifling 
aflairs  of  time;  but  havefadly  negle(flcd  my  God,  my 
Saviour,  and  iny  Soul,  and  all  the  important  concerns 
of  eternity. 

I  have,  indeed,  made  a  profeflion  of  chriflianity, 
and  performed  fome  of  the  external  duties  of  it;  and 
that  is  alii  I  never  was  a  chriftian  at  heart. — I  have 
never  been  renewed  in  the  temper  of  my  mind — I 
know  not  what  it  is  to  have  true  faith  in  Chrlft. — And 
my  life,  inflead  of  being  confccratcd  to  his  fervice,has 
been  fpent  in  vanity  and  fn— And  now,  alas  1  I  fear 
it  is  too  late  to  repent ! — It  is  too  late  tobegin  religion! 

— It  is  too  late  to  fecurcan  intereft  in  the  blefllngs  of 
the  gofpel!-;--Thefe  things  fhould  have  been  done  be¬ 
fore,  and  not  left  to  this  gloomy  feene  of  dying — I 
have  now  got  every  thing  to  do,  but  find  I  can  do 

nothing — I  am  undone  I  for  ever  undone  ! - O  1  I 

would  give  a  worM  that  I  was  a  true  chriftian  ;  that  I 
had  an  intereft  in  Chrifl  ;  and  was  prepared  to  die  ! — 

Ir  is  enough  make  one’s  heart  bleed,  to  think  of 
fuch  a  dreadful  cafe  as  this.  And  yer,  it  is  no  more, 
nor  worfe.than  what  you  may  fliortly  be  in, if  you  con¬ 
tinue  to  flight  and  reject  the  Lord  jefus.  Be  per- 
fnaded  then  to  delay  no  longer,  but  immediately  re¬ 
ceive,  and  fabmit  to  him  as  your  adorable  deliverer 
and  faviour;  lefl  this  deplorable,  and  defperate  condi¬ 
tion,  be  llaortly  yours. 

And  for  dire^ion'-If  your  minds  are  unfetiled,  as 
to  your  belief  of  the  chriftian  religion  ;  carefully  flu-  ' 

dy,  and  impartially  weigh  the  abundant  evidence  we 

have 
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have  of  the  truth  and  divinity  of  it ;  particularly,  in 
the  purity,  fublimity  and  importance  of  its  doctrines — 
the  worthy  defignof  the  whole,  which  is  to  bring  glory 
to  God,  and  falvation  to  men—  the  harmony  of  all  its 
parts,  though  written  by  different  men,  of  differfent  ca¬ 
pacities,  and  in  far  diftant  periods  of  time — the  exa6l 
f  ulfilment  of  the  old  teftament  prophecies,  relating  to 
the  coming  and  kingdom  of  the  MefTiah — together 
with  the  accomplifhment  of  our  Saviour’s  w«predi(5li- 
ons,  concerning  his  refurre6fion  from  the  dead ;  the 
out-pouring  of  the  holy  fpirit  on  the  dayof  Pentecoff  ; 
the  deftru£fion  of  Jerufalem  by  the  Romans — the 
rejedfion  of  the  Jews  ;  and  the  wonderful  fpread  and 
efficacy  of  the  gofpel,  &c.  The  mod  of  which,  not 
only  the  writers  of  the  new  tedament,  but  even  pro¬ 
fane  hidorians,  both  Jews  and  Pagans,  inform  us.  To 
all  which  I  may  add, the  uncontroulcd  miracles  wrought 
by  Jefus  Chrid,  and  his  apodles,  as  well  as  by  the  old 
prophets  before  them,  in  confirmation  of  the  truth  of 
their  miffion,  and  the  doedrines  they  taught ;  with  many 
other  particulars ;  the  whole  of  which  is  handed  down 
to  us  by  writers  of  unquedionable  authority,  who  could 
neither  have  been  deceived  themfelvesy  nor  have  had 
any  defign  to  impofe  a  falfliood  on  others  :  and  had 
they  been  wicked  enough  to  attempt  if,  mud  inevita¬ 
bly  have  been  confuted,  and  failed  of  fuccefs. 

The  evidence  is  full,  and  fufficient  to  fatisfy  any 
reafbnable  enquirer,  that  the  chndian  religion  is  true, 
and  of  divine  original  and  authority. 

Labour  then  to  fix  this  deep  in  your  minds  ;  and 
to  obtain  a  jud  fenfeof  the  infinite  importance  of  it, 
and  of  your  extreme  need  of  that  glorious  Saviour  who 
is  revealed  and  offered  in  the  gofpel.  And  at  the 
fame  time  be  condanr,  and  fervent  in  your  addredes 
to  the  throne  of  grace,  for  the  iudoenccs  of  the  holy 
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Spick,  to  enlighten  your  minds,  and  favinglv  im- 
prefs  divine  truths  on  your  hearts  and  coniciences, 
and  to  work  in  you  that  repentance  and  faith,  and 
love,  and  new  obedience,  which  are  elfential  to  the 
being  of  a  chriftian.  Thus  humbly  wait  upcnGod, 
in  the  diligent  ufc  of  appointed  means,  and  caft 
yourfelves  as  unworthy  perilhing  fuppliants  at  hisfeec 
for  mercy  •,  and  you  have  great  encouragement  to 
hope,  that  thro’ the  riches  of  divine  grace,  to  which 
one  is  as  welcome  as  another,  you  fliall  be  pardoned 
and  renewed,  and  made  topoflels,  not  only  the  name 
but  the  very  elfence,  and  all  the  glorious  privileges 
of  chriftianity. 

I  have  been  fo  lengthy  already, that  I  mud  drop  but 
a  few  words  to  thofe  of  my  hearers  of  the  oppofite  cha¬ 
racter  to  what  I  have  been  conOdering,  and  who  fall 
under  the  denominarion  of  real  chriflians.  And 
iVhatl  (hall  lay,  I  dcfire  may  be  regarded  ty  all  pro- 
feiTors,  true  or  falfe. 

Labour  to  live  up  to  your  chridian  character  and 
profefiion,and  the  precious  privileges  with  which  you 
are  indulged.  Be  confciencious  in  the  difcharce  of 
every  duty,  both  to  your  God  and  Saviour  5  to  your 
fellow  creatures  and  your  felves  ;  and  yet  place  no  de- 
pendance  on  them,  as  the  meritorious  ground  of 
your  acceptance  at  the  great  day  ;  but  let  the  redee¬ 
mer’s  merits  be  the  foundation  of  all  your  hopes. 

Study  to  improve  in  every  branch  of  the  chridian 
temper*,  efpecialiy  to  cultivate  love,  and  charity  and 
peace  *,  and  in  aword,*‘to  abound  in  all  the  fruits  of 
“  righreoufnefs,  which  are  by  Jefus  Chrid  to  the 
praife  and  glory  of  God”  *,  fo  lhall  you  be  owned  and 
accepted  by  your  divine  Lord  and  mader  as  chridians 
in  this  worldi  and  be  gracioudy  received  to  theever- 
lading  rewards  of  fuch  in  the  world  to  ceme, 
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Salvation  by  free  Grace. 


EPHESIANS  II.  8. 

By  G  race  are  ye  Javedy  thro'  Faith. 

THING  can  be  more  evident  to  any 
one  that  reads,  and  fcrioully  confiders 
the  nature  and  defign  of  xhc  gofpel  of 
^be  blefTcd  Jefus,  and  the  glorious  me- 
tbod  of  our  recovery  by  him,  than  that 
the  whole  of  our  fahation  is  of  free  Grace  ;  which 
none  can  do  any  thing  to  purchafe,  and  of  which  all 
arc  equally  unworthy — it  is  owing  to  the  free  and 
diflinguilhing  goodnefs  and  love  of  God,  that  a  Savi* 
our  was  provided  for  the  apoflatc  race  of  Adam,  and 
away  opened  thereby  for  their  return  to  God,  and 
happinefs  in  the  enjoyment  of  him  *,  while  the  finning 
angels  **  are  refervedin  everlading  chains  under  dark- 
hefs  to  the  judgment  of  the  great  day.’* 

And  it  is  to  be  aferibed  to  the  fame  free  grace  of 
God,  which  made  fuch  rich  and  ample  provifion  for 
our  recovery  ;  that  w'c  in  this  land  and  the  reft  of  the 
<thri{liai>  world,  are  favoured  with  the  glorious  gofpef 
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which  publifbeth  thcfe  glad  tidings  of  falvatlon  to  our 
ruined  race  while  fo  great  a  part  of  mankind  are  per- 
ifhing  for  lack  of  vifion,  and  have  never  heard  of  the 
way  of  life  by  Jefus  Chrift.  And  1  may  add  fllll 
farther  ; — it  is  owing  to  the  diftlnguifiiing  grace  of 
God.,  that  any  even  in  a  chriftian  land  are  made  the 
fubjedls  of  this  great  falvation,  while  fuch  numbers 
continually  rejc£l  it  againfl;  themfelves  : — for  the  heart 
of  man  is  naturally  fo  full  of  enmity  and  contrariety 
to  a  holy  God,  and  fo  averfe  to  the  foul  humbling 
doftrines  of  the  gofpel, unlefs  a  divine  power  at¬ 
tended  the  publication  of  it,  it  would  never  prove 
CiTc^lual  for  the  falvation  of  one  foul  —  ''  Paul  may 
‘‘  plant  and  Apollos  may  water,  but  it  is  God  alone 
who  gives  the  increafe.” — with  what  propriety  then 
does  the  Apoftle  alTert  in  my  text,  by  grace  are  ye 
faved  ? — Though  the  words  were  fpoken  more  ini* 
mediately  to  the  Ephefians'^  yet  they  are  applicable  to 
all  others,  who  cordially  receive  the  gofpel  ;  with 
regard  to  whom  it  is  equally  true  that,  by  Grace  they 
are  faved.  Yes,  it  may  v;ith  equal  propriety  be  laid 
to  the  churches  of  Chrift  in  New-England, and  even  to 
all  fincere  chriflians  in  the  town  of  Salem,  by  grace 
are  ye  faved  thro’  faith,  and  that  not  of  yourfelves, 
it  is  the  gift  of  God. 

( I.)  1  fhall  in  the  firft  place  endeavour  to  make  it 
appear  that  the  falvation  of  finners  by  Jefus  Chrift 
is  entirely  of  free  grace.  And 

(2.)  Shew  what  influence  faith  has  in  our  Salvati¬ 
on  or  how  it  is,  we  are  faved  thro*  faith. 

Then  I  propofe  to  make  fome  improvement. 

My  bufinefs  in  the  firft  place  is  to  offc^  fome  con- 
fiderations  to  make  it  appear,  that  the  f^yation  of 
finners  by  Tefus  Chrift  is  intirely  of  frei\race-^ 
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By  Grac^'  are  ye  favcd^ 

Grace,  in  the  fir’; £1  and  proper  notion  of  ir,  and  as  gc- 
ijcraily  ufed  in  the  word  of  God,  (ignifics  a  free  and 
vinmeritccl  favour  beffowed  on  an  objc£l  that,  a^itece- 
dently^  had  no  claim  to  it  — ft  denotes  a  free  gift,  of 
vvhich  tlie  receiver  is  unworthy  and  which  he  has  done 
nothii  g,  in  ihc  leafl  degree  to  purdiafe. — Indeed  it 
is  nor  neceffarily  imp  led  that  every  objefl  ro  W'hich 
an  a£l:  of  grace  extended,  is  guilty  and  ill  deferv- 
ing  ;  for  a  free  favour  may  be  conferred  on  a  crea- 
^^Tnre  that  is  only  in  low  and  indigent  circumRances, 
without  i.av  ng  done  any  thing  to  merit  the  contrary  : 
As  when  a  King  for  inflance,  is  pleafed,  o'  his  fovc- 
r-  ign  goodnefs,  to  raife  a  poor  fubjeQ  from  the  dung¬ 
hill,  as  we  fay,  to  fome  high  place  of  honour,  and  to 
the  enjoyment  of  fome  peculiar  and  diRinguifliing 
privilege;  which  royal  favour  is  entirely  free,  becaulc 
Vinmcrited.  But  when  a  Prince  is  pleafed  to  pardon' 
a  traitor  who  jufily  deferves  to  die,  and  not  only- to 
re'dore  him  to  his  royal  favour,  hut  even  to  raife  hin> 
to  fome  exalted  privileges,  vvhich  he  was  never  entit- 
jed  to  before  ; — the  grace  manifefled  to  fuch  an  one 
is  more  than  free  grace,  as  in  the  other  cafe  ;  it  is 
merciful  and  pardoning  grace,  as  it  triumphs  not  only 
>  over  unwot ihinefs,  but  ill  deferts. 

And  it  is  by  this  rich,  merciful,  and  pardoning 
grace  of  God,  that  any  of  the  guilty,  npoflate  race  of 
Adam  are  faved- — for  we  arc  worfe  than  poor  and  im- 
dcl'crving  ;  We  arc  by  nature,  and  much  more  fo  by 
our  wicked  practices,  in  a  ffate  of  guilt  and  expofed- 
nefs  to  tlie  divine  wrath  •,  and  are  fo  far  from  having 
any  julf  cl  fim  to  the  favour  and  enjoyment  of  God, 
the  iupreme  good  of  roan,  that  vve  fhoii’d  have  no 
v'rong  done  us,  were  we  calf  ofT  by  our  (dl'cndctl 
cign  fur  ever,  and  made  to  fed  the  weight  uf  hh 
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aveneing  hand  to  ail  eternity. —  Now  to  clear  npthis 
matter,  and  make  it  appear  with  the  moil  convincing 
evidence,  that  the  (alvaiion  of  finners  by  Jefus  ChrifI 
is  whoHy  to  be  rcfolved  into  the  rich,  free,  and  un¬ 
merited  grace  of  God,  let  us  ferioully  attend  to  the 
follow  I'g  confideratiens. 

( i  )  That  ail  mankind  have  apoflatized  froniGod  ; 
broke  :ovenanc  with  him,  and  thereby  expofed  them?* 
felves  to  the  punilhment  threatned  to  difobedierce. 

Our  own  rcafon  and  experience,  as  well  as  the 
wi)rd  of  God  abundantly  teach  us  that  we  are  finful, 
deprav’d  crettures  ;  far  Irom  Rich  as  we  fiiouid  be, 
and  tar  oiherwifc  than  it  is  to  be  prefumed  wc  vv^.e 
in  our  original  (late  and  conRiiuiion. 

And  it  we  will  but  impartially  conRiIt  the  w'ord  of 
God,  w'e  may  receive  a  ratisfa6fory  account  of  the 
'origin  and  firft.fonrce  of  this  fata!  evil,  viz.  the  de- 
Rrudtive  tranrgrcfiion  of  ourfirR  parents  in  paradife. — 
They,  as  the  facred,  tho’  me;ancholy  Rorv  informs 
rebelled  againR  their  creator,  by  earing  of  th.  forbid¬ 
den  fruit,  and  thereby  involved  ihemfelves  and  poilc- 
rity  in  a  labyrinth  of  guilt  and  mifery — for  the  pe¬ 
nalty  of  the  la  w  was,  in  the  day  thou  eareft  thereof 
thou  fhalt  finely  die,  or  fall  under  a  Icntence  of 
death — and  as  Adam  v/as  the  ftcdcral,  as  well  as  na¬ 
tural  head  and  rep:  cfeniarivc  q\  all  his  defeendants, 
the  baneful  influence  of  hi:>  finful  breach  of  covenant 
is,  by  a  juR  and  natural  confcqucnce,  derived  to  us 
ail. — Hence  we  are  told  by  an  infpired  ApoRIc  that 

by  one  man  fln  entered  into  the  world,  and  death 
by  fin,  fb  that  death  hath  pafled  upon  all  men,  for 
that  all  have  finned” — and  clfewhcrehe  tells  us,  that 
by  the  difobedience  of  one, referring  to  the  RrR  tranf- 
grcfliOii;  judgment  came  on  all  men  to  condemnation. 
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Hither  may  we  trace  the  fpring  of  all  our  woes — 
that  firft  apoftacy  is  the  fruitful  fource  of  all  our 
guilt,  depravity  and  wretchednefs,  in  confequence  of 
which  we  are  faid  to  be  conceived  in  fin,  and  brought 
forth  in  iniquity — and  are  by  nature  children  of 
wrath, bccaufe  childrenof  difobedicncc — and  fromihis 
corrupt,  perverfe  difpofirion,  which  we  bring  into  the 
world  with  us, all  ouradlual  tranfgrefTions  flow, and  un¬ 
til  we  are  made  the  fubjeds  of  regenerating  grace,  we 
are  continually  prone  to  rebel  ftill  more  and  more 
againff  God,  thereby  widening  the  breach  already 
made,  inflead  of  healing  it.  1  know  this  is  a  do<ff- 
rine  exploded  by  many  at  the  prefent  day — but  it 
feems  furppfing  that  fqch  don’t  go  a  flep  farther,  and 
explode  tne  whole  word  of  God  ; — for  it  is  very  evi¬ 
dent,  that,  whether  the  doctrine  of  our  onginal  guilt 
and  depravity  be  true  or  not  fit  is  yet  fo  interwoven 
with  all  parts  of  Scripture,  and  efpecially  the  new  tefl- 
ament,  that  ih^Bible  mufl  be  horribly  mangled  to  have 
it  totally  expunged. — However,'  whether  we  believe 
thedo£lrine  of  original  fin  or  not, we  can’t  but  be  fenfi- 
blc  and  acknowledge  that  wx  are  become  guilty  in  the 
fight  of  God,  by  our  own  a£lual  tranfigrcfiTions — I  truft 
no  body  will  deny  this — 1  dare  appeal  to  the  conici- 
ences  of  all  who  now  hear  me,  to  fupport  the  charge 
that  all  have  finned  and  come  fhort  of  the  glory  of 
God.  Every  one  that  will  rcfle6l  on  his  temper  and 
condu£f,  mull  be  fenfible  he  has  failed  of  his  duty, 
and  broke  the  holy  law  of  God  in  a  great  number  of 
infiances — we  all  know  that  the  temper  of  our  minds 
has  not  always  been  fuch  as  it  fhould  be  ^ — and  that 
the  condu£f  of  our  lives  has  not  been  in  all  rcfpefls 
agreable  to  the  divine  rule,  and  that  if  God  fhould  be 
llrift  to  mark  iniquities  againll  us^  wc  fhould  not  be 
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able  to  ftand  in  judgment,  nor  anfwer  for  one  of  a 
thoiifand  : — This  is  fo  plain  a  cafe,  that  none  will 
deny  it. — And  it  is  as  plain;  that  fince  we  have  wick¬ 
edly  broken  the  law  of  God,  we  have  juftly  expofed 
ourfelves  to  the  penalty  of  it  ♦, — for  guilt  implies  in  its 
very  nature,  defert  of,  and  expofednefs  to  punifhmcnt. 
For  if  the  penalty  annexed  to  the  breach  of  the  law 
is  juft. and  no  more  then  adequate  to  the  crime  ;  then 
upon  the  violation  of  it,  the  puniQimcnt  threatned 
becomes  due  to  the  oft'ender,  and  what  hedeferves  to 
have  infli(fted  on  him.  Now  this  is  our  c.ift' ; — v/e 
were  made  under  a  righteous  and  holy  law,  wh’ch 
juftly  requires  p  rfedl  conformity  to  it,  both  in  the 
temper  of  our  minds  and  the  external  condiuft  of  our 
lives ; — and  which  furbids  the  leaft  of  difobcdience 
on  pain  of  death. 

But  this  righteous  and  holy  law  of  God,  we  have 
broken  in  thought,  word  and  in  deed,  and  therefore 
have  expofed  our  felves  to  the  dreadful  ciirfes  of  it  : 
and  the  juftice,  truth  and  holinefs  of  the  law-giver 
requires  that  the  threatned  penalty  be  executed  on 
us,  unlefs  full  and  compleai  fatisfa^ion  be  fome  way 
or  other,  made  for  our  offences.  For  when  God  had 
folemnly  declared  in  the  threatning,  that  death  fhould 
be  the  reward  of  their  difobcdience.  He  muft  prove 
untrue  to  his  word  or  infift  upon  faiisfa^fion. 

(2  )  It  is  undeniably  evident  that  we  have  no  pow¬ 
er  in  ourfelves  to  make  the  leaft  fa  isfaftion  tor  our 
violations  of  the  divine  law,  and  thereby  procure 
a  difeharge  from  the  condemnation  of  it  — It  is  cer¬ 
tain  we  cannot  atone  for  our  paft  offences,  by 'our 
future  good  works,  even  upon  the  fuppofition  that 
they  would  be  perfect  for  time  to  come  ; — becaufc 
the  law  requires  perfect  obedience  for  the  time  being ; 
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and  the  utmofl  that  even  an  upright  creature  can  do, 
does  but  juft  anfvver  its  prefent  demands  .* — There¬ 
fore  fliould  we  exert  onr  felves  fo,  as  to  come  fully 
up  to  our  duty,  through  all  the  remaining  part  of  our 
jives,  we  fhould  be  but  juft  where  we  fat  out  from, 
in  point  of  guilt,  and  expofednefs  to  puniflimcnt. — 
All  our  paft  fins  would  remain  uncancelled  and  nn- 
aitoned  for ;  and  the  moft  we  could  fay  in  that  cafe 
would  be,  that  we  had  contratfted  no  new  guilt,  and 
fo  had  not  expofed  our  felves  to  a  more  aggravated 
condemnation. — But  it  is  not  true^  that  in  this  our  fal- 
]e»  ftate,  we  arc  able  to  yield  fuch  a  finlcfs  obedi™ 
ence  for  time  to  come,  as  that  we  (hall  be  chargeable 
with  no  new  deficiencies.  There  is  a  mixture  of  fin- 
fiil  imperf'eftion  in  the  beft  of  our  duties,  which^  if 
feverely  marked  againft  us,  and  not  cancelled  thro’ 
the  Redeemer’s  merits,  ziwuld  iftiie  in  our  condemna¬ 
tion  ;  fothsi  the  only  way  we  have  K  ft  us  to  repair 
the  honours  of  the  broken  law  is  by  fufTering  the  pe¬ 
nalty  of  it.  Bur  alas  I  Our  fufferings  would  prove  as 
incft'eftual  for  the  payment  of  the  debt  and  giving  us 
a  difeharge,  as  our  aftivc  endeavours  ;  for  as  the  law 
requires  that  in' all  cafes,  punifhmcntbc  proportioned 
to  the  offence  deferving  it  ; — and  as  every  lin  carries 
an  i')finiie  evil  in  it,  from  a  confideration  of  its  bcir.g 
committed  againft  an  infinitely  holy  and  great  God, 
whom  we  arc  under  infinite  obligations,  to  love,  ho¬ 
nour  and  obey  ;  it  juflly  merits,  and  lubjefts  ihcfinncr 
to  an  infinite  punilhment.  But  a  punilhment  that  is 
infinite  in  degree  or  intenfenefs,  the  finner  being  of 
finite  capacity,  is  not  able  to  endure  ;  therefore,  in 
order  to  its  being  adequate  to  his  deferts,  it  muff  be 
infinite  in  duration;  which  alas  !  he  can  never  fur- 
vive  ; — So  that  if  or.cc  he  enters  on  the  dreadfulwork 
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of  expiating  his  pad  guilt,  he  mud  never  cxpe(d  a 
difchargti.  ^ 

And  there  is  this  confiJeratton  over  and  above  the 
infinite  evil  there  is  in  fin,  to  judify  the  eternal  pu- 
nifhment  of  the  wicked,  viz.  that  the  damned  in  Hell 
w’ill  be  perpetually  violating  their  obligations  to  pre- 
fent  duty,  and  thereby  contra£fIng  frefh  guilt  ;  by 
which  means  an  everlading  continuation  of  their 
fud'erings  will  be  judly  merited  by  their  continually 
increafing  wickednefs. — For  let  it  be  carefully  obfer- 
ved,  that  our  obligations  to  love,  honour,  and  obey 
God  aic  eternally  binding,  as  they  refulc  from  the 
glorious  and  unchangeable  perfedions  of  h's  nature, 
and  from  our  rela’ion  to,  and  dcpendance  on  him  as 
his  creatures  ;  and  therefore  he  ne’er  the  lefs  deferves 
our  prefent  and  future  love  and  obedience,  becaufe 
he  punifiies  us  for  pa(t  iniquities. — Thus  you  fee  how 
unable  wc'are  to  eded  our  recovery  : — We  have  bro¬ 
ken  the  1  w’  of  our  eternal  creator  and  rightful  fove- 
rcign,  WHO  denounces  everlading  dea  h  to  every  traid- 
greiTor  ; — and  nothing  that  w'e  can  do  and  fuffer  is 
available  to  expiate  our  guilt,  and  proenreus  adif- 
charge  from  punifliment.  But, 

(3  )  In  this  our  ruined,  deplorable  and  helplcfs 
condition,  the  father  of  mercies  rook  pity  on  us  and 
interpofed  for  our  relief,  by  fending  his  only  begot¬ 
ten  Son  into  the  world,  to  fuder  and  die  in  our  room 
and  dead,  the  juft  for  the  unjuft  that  he  might  bring 
us  to  God — To  prevent  our  peridiing,  the  bleded 
God,  our  odended  fovereign,  fubje(fted  his  own  Son, 
too’  not  without  his  own  chearful  confent,  to  endure 
the  dreadful  penalty  which  w’as  due  tons ; — and  made 
him  to  be  fin  for  us,  tho’  he  knew  no  fin  of  his  own, 
that  w’c  might  be  made  the  children  of  God, 
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What  dininguifhing  grace  and  goodncfs  was  this  ! 
that  the  great  God,  whom  we  had  fo  highly  provoked, 
fhould  fet  his  love  on  rebel,  fallen  man,  while  he 
pafTed  by  the  (inning  angels,  a  much  more  noble  order 
of  beings  without  one  look  of  mercy,  and  left  them 
to  peridi  in  hclplefs  hopelefs  defpair  ! — No  deliverer 
was  ever  fent  to  them,  but  to  us  a  Son  is  born  and  a 
Saviour  given,  and  this  no  other  than  the  Son  of  God 
himfelf  — How  unworthy  fuch  a  favour  are  we  P  and 
how  infinite  and  aftonifhing  me  grace  of  the  giver  P 
that  the  compalTionate  Father  of  the  univerfe  (hould 
part  with  his  Son,  for  our  fakes  ; — yea  (hould  fubjccfl 
him  to  the  precepts  and  penalty  of  that  law,  which 
we  had  broken ‘,  and  after  a  painful  and  laborious  life, 
fhould  con  fent  to  have  him  expire  a  bloody  facrifice, 
for  the  (ins  of  the  world.  Greater  love  hath  no  man 
than  th'is^  that  a  man  lay  down  his  life  for  his  friend, 

but  God  commends  his  love  to  us,  in  that  while  we 

% 

were  yet  (inners  Chrift  died  for  us,  that  we,  being 
enemies,  might  be  reconciled  by  his  death. 

By  the  perfect  obedience  and  facrifice  of  the  im¬ 
maculate  lamb  of  God,  the  honours  of  the  bioketi 
law  have  been  fully  repaired  ; — thejufiice,  truth,  and 
holinefs  of  the  law  giver  (ufficiently  vindicated;  and 
an  infiivtC'y  valuable  price  has  been  paid  down  for  the 
pardon  of  all  our  fins,  and  our  rcfloration  to  the  favour 
and  everlafting  enjoyment  of  God.  Hence  are  wc 
faid  to  have  redemption  thro’  his  blood,  even  the  for- 
givenefs  of  (ins,  according  to  the  riches  of  God’s 
grace.  Who  can  read  the  hifiory  of  this  facred  tranf- 
action  of  the  eternal  counfcls  of  peace  between  the 
Father  and  the  Son,  refpedfing  the  falvation  of  our 
race  ;  and  in  confequence  of  it,  of  the  incarnation,  life 
and  death,  of  the  refurro^ion  and  glorious  inicrceflion 
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of  the  Son  of  God,  our  Saviour,  and  not  be  con- 
drained  to  cry  out,  Grace  !  Grace  ! 

(4.)  Our  falvation  by  Jefus  Chrid,  will  appeir 
yet  further  to  be  of  meer  grace,  when  we  couhder 
that  all  the  precious  benefits  of  his  purchafc  arc  offer¬ 
ed  to  our  acceptance  freely ^  without  any  meritorious 
confideration  required  of  us,  as  an  equivalent  for  them. 
Both  the  purchafe  and  bedowment  of  this  great  fal¬ 
vation,  are  entirely  free,  without  any  regard  had  to 
worthinefs  or  merit  in  the  receiver. — All  that  is  re¬ 
quired  of  us,  in  order  to  our  becoming  the  fuhjeds 
of  it,  is  bclievingor  faith  in  Chrid,  tho’,  by  the  way, 
it  is  fuch  a  faith,  as  will  beinfluential  to  good  works, 
which  excludes  all  pretence  to  rnerit,  in  its  very  na¬ 
ture  and  office,  as  it  is  the  receiving  a  free  gift. — ■ 
Faith,  as  it  is  often  expreffied,  gives  nothing,  hut  re¬ 
ceives  all  ;  and,  in  the  very  nopion  and  idea  it, 
implies  an 'acknowledgment  of  unworthinefs  and  ill 
defert,  and  an  entire indeberdnefs  to  ihe  giver. 

It  is  impoffible  in  the  nature  of  things,  that  falva- 
tion  diould  be  obtained  on  any  lower  or  eafier  terms, 
than  thofe  already  propofed  and  fettled  in  the  go  (pel : 
for  the  benefit  mud  be  received,  or  it  cannot  be  en¬ 
joyed  by  us  ;  and  this  is  all  that  the  gofpel  requires. 
Thus  run  the  invitations  of  it; — ho!  every  one  that 
thirdeth,  come  ye  to  the  water ;  and  he  that  hath  no 
money,  come  ye,  buy  and  eat ;  yea  come  buy  wine 
and  milk  without  money  and  without  price  ;  i.  c,  the 
riched  blcffings  of  the  gofpel,  without  any  valuable 
confideration,  as  an  equivalent  for  them  *,  it  is  no  ways 
inconfiftent  with  the  freenefs,  of  our  falvation,  that 
thofe  who  believe  in  Chrid  are  required  to  maintain 
-  good  works  ;  for  holinefs,  the  principle  from  which 
they  flow,  is  a  part,  and  no  fmall  part  of  the 
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falvation  itfelf  which  was  purchafed  by  Chriri:,  andls 
oflcrcd  in  the  gofpd.  — He  came  to  fave  us  from  (in, 
from  the  power  and  pollution,  as  well  as  the  g-  ilt  of 
it,  and  to  purify  to  himfelf  TxpeLuliar  people  zealous 
of  pood  works. 

I  j 

Deliverance  from  hcU  is  far  from  being  the  whole 
of  falvation  ; — we  muff  be  clean  fed  from  the  defi¬ 
ling  fiains  of  fin,  and  created  anew  in  Cl  rift  jefus  un¬ 
to  good  works. — Now  haw  can  Chrifi  fave  us  from 
fin,  if  he  does  not  make  us  holy  f  and  bow  can  we  be 
made  holy,  unlcfs  we  iiiaintain  good  works  ?  when 
good  works,  including  the  holy  piinciplc  from  which 
they  flow,  are  nothing  more  than  a  conform!  y  of 
heart  and  life,  to  the  law  and  will  of  God  ? 

And  bcfidcs  it  is  to  be  confidered,  that  wc  never 
perform  any  truly  good  works,  ’till  wc  believe  in 
Chrift  ;  and  fo,  according  to  the  conflitution  of  the 
new  covenant,  arc  intituled  to  the  whole  of  his  falva- 
ti  n.  For  all  works  before  faith  are  fin, — 1  do  not 
fay  they  are  finful,  as  to  the  matter  of  them,  that 
maybe  good  ;  juff  fuch  as  the  law  requires: — but 
they  are  finful  as  to  x\\c  manner  o{  them,  or  the  j'-rin  - 
ciplc  from  which  tp.ey  flow,  which  God  chiefly  re¬ 
gards. —  A  fervant  may,  thro’  fear,  yield  an  external 
obedience  to  his  maffer’s  commands,  w.hen  at  the  fame 
lime,  he  hates  him  enough  to  he  the  death  of 
him,  if  he  could  do  it  with  impunity.  So  it  i^  with  an 
unbelieving  firmer. — He  may,  thro’  fear  of  hcil,  do 
many  ti.ings  in  an  external  obedience  to  the  commands 
of  God,  when  he  has  not  a  (park  of  true  love  to  him 
in  h’s  heart,  as  no  one  ever  has  ’till  he  believes  in 
Chrifi.  And  after  faith  in  Chrifi,  we  perform  all 
cur  good  works  by  new'*  firength  derived  from  him, 
and  they  arc  to  be  looked  upon  as  the  genuine  fruits 
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of  that  gracious  difpofition,  or  new  nature,  of  which 
he  has  made  us  partakers 

1  have  but  one  conhderation  more  to  offer  under  this 
head,  toiliewihat  our  falvation  is  of  free  grace  ;  and 
that  is,  that  faith  itfelfby  which  we  are  united  toChrift, 
and  thereby  entitled  to  redemption  thro’  him,  is  the 
gift  of  God.  By  grace  are  we  faved  thro’  faith  ;  and 
that  not  of  our  felves,  it  is  the  gift  of  God. — It  isGod, 
who  by  the  enlightening,  quickningand  powerful  in¬ 
fluence  of  his  Spirit,  difpoles  and  enables  us  to  receive 
JefusChriff,  as  he  is  offered  to  us  in  the  gofpel. 

It  is  with  the  finner  that  hears  the  offers  of  delive¬ 
rance  by  Jefus  Chriff,  pretty  much  as  it  was  with  Lot 
and  his  family,  when  warned  by  the  Angel  to  make 
his  efcape  out  of  Sodom, before  its  approaching  over¬ 
throw,  His  fons,  we  are  told,  treated  the  denuncia¬ 
tion  and  warning  as  an  idle  dream  ;  and  as  for  Lot 
himfelf,  and  the  red;  of  them,  they  were  i'o  trifling 
and  dilatory,  that  if  the  angel  of  the  Lord  had  not 
mercifully  laid  hold  on  them  and  brought  them  out 
of  the  city,  they  would  every  one  of  them  have  been 
overwhelmed  with  the  fiery  deluge. 

So  it  is  with  regard  to  the  falvation  of  finners  by 
Jefus  Ghrifl ;  they  are  wholly  indebted  to  the  free 
grace  of  God,  that  any  of  them  arc  excited  and  ena¬ 
bled  to  make  their  efcape.  Though  they  are  faith¬ 
fully  warned  of  the  danger  they  arc  in,  while  out  of 
Chrifl  ;  that  dedriiclion  from  the  Lord  awaits  them, 
and  a  (form  of  divine  wrath  bangs  lowering  over  their 
guilty  heads,  —  and  though  they  are  compaOionately 
entreated  to  fly  to  Jefus  Chrifl,  the  only  ark  of  fafety, 
from  impending  vengeance  ;  yet  they  are  difpofed  to 
treat  the  matter  with  indifrerence,or  at  leaf!  as  though 
the  danger  was  not  fo  great  as  is  reprefented,  and  no 
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one  foul  woulJ  ever  make  his  cfcape  to  Jefus  Chrifl:, 
were  he  not  feized  as  it  were'  by  the  omnipotent  pow¬ 
er  of  divine  grace  and  plucked  as  a  brand  out  oi  the 
burning.  But  then  it  mud:  be  confidcred,  that  al¬ 
though  faith  is  the  gift  of  God,  as  all  other  graces 
and  favours  are,  yet  we  are  required  and  commanded 
to  feek  to  him  therefor  :  and  when  awakened  finners 
cry  earnedly  to  God  for  mercy,  that  he  would  make 
them  the  fubje^ls  of  his  regenerating  grace,  for  faith 
fprings  from  a  new  nature,  and  would  enable  them 
truly  to  repent  of  all  their  fins,  and  receive  the  Lord 
Joins  Chrifl  by  a  living,  uniting  faith,  which  fhall 
ei.r'  ’c  them  to  his  free  and  great  falvation  ;  they  have 
encouragement  from  the  mercifulnefs  of  his 
nature  ; — the  gift  of  his  Son  ; — the  offers  and  invita¬ 
tions  of  the  gofpcl  ; — the  drivings  of  his  fpiric  ; — 
the  lucceTs  of  others ;  See.  1  fay  from  fuch  confidera- 
tions  asthefe,  they  have  great  encouragement  to  hope, 
that  God  Will  vouchfafe  them  his  divine  aids,  and 
grant  them  that  faith  whereby  they  fliall  be  faved  : 
But  1  muif  not  enlarge. 

Now  put  all  thefe  confiderations  together,  and  then 
fay,  whether  it  does  notappear  that  the  falvation  of 
(inners  by  Jefns  Chrid  is  wholly  of  free  grace  It  was 
grace  rhar  pitied  us  in  our  wretched,  fallen  date,  and 
provided  a  Saviour  for  us,  when  we  had  no  way  to  help 
ourlelves  — It  is  grace,  that  offers  deliverance  to  us  in 
the  gofpcl,  on  fuch  free  and  condefeending  terms  ; — 
and  it  is  through  the  didinguidiing  grace  of  God,  that 
wc  are  excited  and  enabled  to  receive  jefus  Chrid, 
W’hen  naturally  fo  averfe  to  it. 

I  fhall  but  jud  hintat  ihingsunder  the  fecond  head 
of  difeourfe  which  w'as  to  fhew  the  infinence  which 
faith  has  in  our  falvation — or  how  it  is  wfe  are  faved 
through  faith.  It  it  very  natural  and  cafy  to 
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conceive  that  we  are  faved  thro^  faith  only  as 
it  receives  the  offered  benefit; — or,  as  it  is  the 
bond  of  union  with  Jefus  Chrifl:,  whereby,  accor¬ 
ding  to  the  gofpel  confiitution,  we  are  intcrelled  in 
the  inefiimable  bleffings  of  his  purchafe. 

All  the  benefits  of  the  new  covenant  are  trca- 
fured  up  in  Chrifi,  and  upon  our  union  with  him  by 
faith,  we  arc  reckoned  in  law  as  one  with  him,  and  \ 

have  a  title  to  this  glorious  trcafure  graciouily  made  i 

over  to  us,  for  all  the  purpofes  of  our  falvation.  Id  is  I 

righteoufners  becomes  ours  for  juftification  ;  and  the  ji 

influences  of  his  fpirit  and  grace,  for  our  fan^fificati- 
on  and  new  obedience  : — and  in  a  word,  eternal  life 
and  happinefs  are  by  this  means  made  over  to  the  be¬ 
liever  :  and  faith  you  fee,  is  the  channel  of  convey¬ 
ance,  or,  as  it  is  fometimes  expreft,  the  hand  that  | 

receives  the  Saviour  with  all  his  precious  benefits.  ) 

But  I  have  not  time  to  enlarge.  A  few  words  of  im¬ 
provement  fliall  conclude  the  difeourfe.  And 

(i.)  Since  the  whole  of  our  falvaiion  is  of  free 
grace, we  may  fee  what  little  caufe  we  have  for  boafl- 
ing. — If  we  have  any  reafon  to  glory  in  ourfelvcs,  it 
is  in  our  guilt,  wretchednefs,  and  unworihincfs,  fince 
we  have  nothing  elfe  to  recommend  us  to  the  divine  j 

favour,  and  procure  us  a  title  to  the  great  falvation  j 

which  is  offered  in  the  gofpel.  It  was  pnrehafed  by  f- 

the  blood  of  the  Son  of  God,  and  it  is  beflowed,  as  a 
free  gift,  from  which,  not  only  our  unworthinefs,  but  , 

our  ill  dclerts  might  have  juftly  excluded  us.— Not  un-  > 

to  us,  not  unto  us  then,  but  to  God’s  great  name,  and 
to  the  riches  of  his  grace  be  all  the  glory. 

(2.)  How  fatal  their  miflake,  and  how  monflrous 
their  folly,  who  go  about  to  feek  falvation,  by  the 
merit  of  their  own  righteoufnefs.  They  miflake  the 
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very  nature  and  defign  of  the  gofpel  which  is  a  reme¬ 
dy  for  guilty,  undone,  he  pTefs  creatures,  who  deferve 
eternal  ruin,  and  have  no  way  to  dc  iver  themlclvcs, 
or  merit  the  arTiftance  of  another,  iind  ihcv  take  a 
dii  e(fl:  method  to  exclude  rhemfc’vcs  from  the  Ir  neht 
of  that  great  atonement,  without  an  iniercfl  in  which, 
there  is  no  rcmiirion  of  Hu,  and  con  cqucmiy  no  hap- 
pinefs  : — for  as  many  as  are  of  the  woiks  of  ihe  law 
are  under  the  curie  of  the  law, and  lie  that  feel  sfalva- 
tion  by  his  o'vn  merits,  mufl:  not  expert  a  flinre  in 
that  rc  empiion,  whVh  is  t’nc  fr.  c  gift  of 'viod. 

(3,)  Since,  as  w’c  have  heard,  the  l.dvati  n  offin- 
ners  by  jefus  Chrift,  is  of  free  grace  ; —  wliat 
great  encouragement  is  th.-rc  for  the  chief  of  llnncrs, 
to  apply  for  mercy  f  were  it  offered  to  none  but  llich 
as  have  fome  worthincls  of  their  own  as  a  recommen¬ 
datory  qja'ity,  w’e  might  juftiy  be  difeouraged  ;  and 
cfpccially  might  fuch  as  have  been  high-handed  offen¬ 
ders  conclude  there  was  no  mercy  for  them, — But, 
blcflcd  be  God  !  the  olTersof  his  grace  arc  infinitely 
free  and  the  mod  guitly, unworthy, and  hell-defcrv ing 
are  as  welcome  as  an)  at  all  : — for  the  g’orious  Non 
of  God  came  not  to  call  the  righteous,  but  finners  to 
repentance,  be  they  who  they  will  and  as  b  id  as  they 
wid.  7'he  blefied  God  fent  h.s  Son  into  the  w'or'd, 
that  u  hofoeverhtAQ\c\\\  in  him  might  not  perifh.  but 
liave  everlading  life.  Here  are  pardons  for  fins  of 
the  larged  fizc  and  mod  horrid  aggravations  : — here 
is  forgivenefs  for  old  tranfgredbrs  that  have  hardened 
themfcives  in  fin,  r.nd  for  a  Jong  courfe  of  years,  been 
dreadfully  repealing  their  provocations  : — here  is 
mercy  for  ihofe,  who  have  been  ’ong  gtioving 
God\  lioly  Spirit  and  flighting  the  condefeending  in¬ 
vitations  of  the  gofpel  j  if  they  will  but  nozu  at  length 
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through  Faith. 

V  hear  his  voice  and  no  longer  harden  their  hearts. 
Let  every  chriftlelsfoul  then  in  this  aHembly  imme- 
diateiy  throw  down  the  weapons  of  his  rebellion, 

_  and  fubmit  to  the  feeptre  of  clivint  grace  fo  kindly 
held  out  to  him.  But  remember  that  if  after  all,  ye 
continue  to  rejeft  the  rich  overtures  of  peace  and 
pardon  now  made  to  you,  they  will  be  foon  hid 
from  your  eyes. 

To  conclude,  fince  our  falvation  is  foentirely  free, 
we  may  naturally  infer  how  infinitely  indebted  the 
fubjedsof  it  are  to  the diftinguifliing  grace  and  good- 
nefs  of  God.  The  greatnefs  of  the  falvation  itfelf,  of 
which  they  are  made  the  partakers  •, — the  infinitely 
great  expence  at  which  it  was  purchafed  ; — thefree- 
nefs  of  the  bcftowmenc,  and  our  utter  unworthinefs 
of  fuch  a  favour; — all  confpire  to  raife  our  admiring 
thoughts  of  fuch  matchlefs  and  afionifhing  grace  and 
to  fix  in  our  minds,  a  deep  and  afieding  fenfe  of  our 
infinite  obligations  to  the  kind  .Author  of  it. 

If  we  belong  to  the  happy  number  of  thofe  who 
arejuflified  freely  of  God’s  grace  thro’  the  redemp¬ 
tion  that  is  in  Chrifi,  we  are  to  look  on  ourfdves, 
not  as  our  own,  but  bought  with  a  price  ;  and  as  re¬ 
deemed  to  God,  by  the  death  of  his  bon  of  confe-. 
quence  we  ought  to  glorify  him  with  our  bodies  and 
with  our  fpirits  which  arc  the  Lord’s. 
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oing  the  will  of  God,  a  neccffiiry  Qua. 
liiication  lor  Heaven.  *  \ 


M  A  T  T  H  E  W  7.  zi. 

Not  every  one  that  /nUh  urjo  me  I^ord^  T^ord^ 

Jhdil  enter  into  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven^  but 
he  thdt  dueth  the  will  oj  my  Fat  her  ^  who  is  in 
Heaven, 

IT H  anJ  pra£llce  ought  always  to  go 
together,  anJ  he  that  is  denitute  of  ei¬ 
ther.  is  no  good  clirillian  ;  for  as  faith 
without  works  is  dead,  being  alone  ;  lb 
laorks^  without  true  faith,  liowcver  be¬ 
neficial  to  men,, :\rc  yet  materially  defective  in  the 
fight  of  God,  not  h.aving  that  living  root  or  vital  prin¬ 
ciple  which  alone  can  render  ihcin  acceptable. 

But  yet  alas  !  there  arc  many  fuch  half  way  chrilli- 
ans,  as  I  may  call  them,  who  place  the  chief,  if  not 
the  zvboU  of  their  religion  in^72^  of  thefe,  to  the  neg- 
Icff  of  the  other. 

Some,  of  an  Anlinomian  turn,  are  apt  to  content 
thcmfclves  w'ich  what  they  call  a  reliance  on  the  right- 
coulnefi  of  Chrift,  by  a  dead  unoperative  faith;  with¬ 
out 
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out  any  care  to  maintain  a  good  life.-— V/hi!e  others, 
called  legaliftst  think  fufficient  to  falvation,  that 
their  lives  are  but  externally  good^  tho’  no  peculiar 
regard  be  had  to  ihiC  iniputed  righicoiifncfs  of  a /wre- 
ty  : — Both  which  are  o\it  of  the  way  and  travelling  on 
in  a  by-path,  which  Chrill  never  laid  out  for.  'eaven. 
He  alone  is  a  good  chridian,  who  from  his  heart 
believes  what  is  revealed,  and  who  practices  what  he 
believes  ;  and  thus  joins  right  faith  right  temper, 
and,  as  he  has  opportunity,  right  pra6\icc  together. — 
Men  may  profels  faith  in  Chriil,  but  if  they  do  not 
live  agreable  to  their  profeflion^  they  arc  a  fcandal 
to  the  chriftian  name,  and  give  JuQ  caufe  of  fulpicion, 
that  they  belong  to  the  number  of  thofc  faife 
ders  to  whom  our  Lord  will  hereafter  fay  “depart 
from  me,  ford  know  you  not  ye  that  work  in’qui- 
ty  — 'that  this  will  be  the  fate  of  fuch,  we  arc  aHIi- 
red  from  the  text  by  our  divine  inaPer  himfclf,  who 
folemnly  declares,  “not  every  one  that  faith  unto 
“  me  Lord,  Lord,  fhall  enter  into  the  kingdom  of 
“  Heaven,  but  he  that  doth  the  will  of  my  Fathg: 
“  who  is  in  Heaven”.  From  whence  I  may  obferve 
this  doflrine  viz. 

That  the  highed  profefTron  of  religion  without  a 
pra<dical  regard  to  the  will  of  God,  will  not  carry  a 
man  to  Fleavcn. 

A  publick  profcHabn  of  religion,  T  grant  is  good  in 
its  place,  and  in  ordinary  cafes  at  hajl,  a  ncccfftry 
du  y,  to  vvhich  Vve  are  bound  for  the  honour  of  Chriit. 
But  a  bare  profeflion  alone  unlcfs  we  in  reality  are, 
what  wc  profefs,  is  but  as  a  lifelefs  carcafe,  vvithouc 
a /3v/, as  unacceptable  ioGod^  ns  that  is  ofIcnGveto  us. 
In  treating  this  point,  I  fli-II, 

(I )  Shew  that  there  may  be  a  high  proferTion 
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religion,  witliOiit  a  practical  regard  to  the  will  of  God. 

(II.)  What  that  doing  ihc'vvill  of  God  is,  which  is 
noceirary  to-falvation. 

(IIL^  1  he  ncccffiiy  of  it :  —  or  zi  J:y  one  cannot  en¬ 
ter  into  the  kingdom  of  Heaven  without  it. 

And  then  improve  the  whole. 

(1.)  1  am  to  fiiew  that  there  may  be  a  high  pro- 
fefTion  of  religion*  w'ithout  a  pra^ical  regard  to  the* 
will  of  God. 

ProfeiTing  and  doing  are  two  ihing?,  v/h;ch  arc  too 
often  feperated,  tho’  ic  was  never  dcligned  they  (kould' 
be. — The.  youngeft  of  the  two  fons  mentioned  in  the 
sifl  of  Matthew.  profefTed  a  ready  compliance  with 
his  father’s  command  to  go,  and  work  in  his  vineyard, 
but  he  never  went  ;  and  therefore  what  did  K\$  profejji- 
cn  fignify  ?  Why,  only  to  fhew  that  he  was  a  lyif'g, 
ilothful  difobedient  child. — So  one  may  profefs  obe¬ 
dience  to  the  commands  of  God,  but  if  he  does  not 
make  it  his  care  to  yield  that  obedience  ;  his  profclh- 
on  is  a  piece  of  fblemn  iying^  and  ferves  to  render 
him  the  more  wicked  and  inexcufablc  : — and  it  is  to 
be  feared  this  is  no  uncommon  cafe. 

The  Pharifecs  you  know,  made  great  pretences  to 
religion,  and  proFelfed  \\\c  pride  ft  regard  to  v  rtuc, 
even  to  a  degree  of  rupcrflition  : — -I'hey  looked  on 
thcmTeIvcs,  as  the  only  good  people  in  the  world  ;  and 
were  ready  to  think  and  fpeak  of  others  with  contempt, 
:is  vile,  ungodly  wTerchcs,*not  worthy  of  their  compa- 
Tiy. — And  that  there  might  appear  a  vibble  dinin6fion 
between  them  and  others,  they  afTcffcd  to  enlarge, 
beyond  the  ufual  fize,  their  pltyla(flerie5,  which  were 
fcrolls  of  parchment,  they  wore  about  with  them  in 
open  f  ghr,  upon  wiiich  were  w'ritten  certain  words  of 
their  law,  thereby  intimating,  that  it  was  their  conflanr, 
and  unwcaric'b  care  to  keep  ir,  Sa 
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So  when  they  pray’d  or  did  alms,  they  chofe  to  be  as 
publlck  and  oflentatiou  as  pofiible,  that  their  obfer- 
vers  might. applaud  them  for  their  uncommon  devciion 
and  goodnefs. 

And  what  w^as  the  amount  of  all  this  fpccious 
appearance  of  religion  r  it  was  an  empty  name, 
mere  pretence  and  hypocrify.  They  had  the 
profelTion,  and  in  fome  meafure  ihe  form  of  godline/s 
but  not  the  poxver.  They  prolefled  to  know  and 
frve  God,  but  in  works  denied  him  Hence  our  Sa¬ 
viour  compared  them  to  whiled  fcpulcbres,  beautiful 
without,  but  loathfome  and  deformed  within — And 
indeed  it  was  but  in  part,  that  ihefr  outward  conduit 
was  good  ;  for  had  their  hearts  been  bad  while 
their  lives  were  univcrfally  flri^t  and  exemplary, 
their  charaifer  had  {food  much  fairer  than  it  now  doc^. 
They  were  partial  even  in  their  external  obfervation 
of  the  law  ;  and,  what  is  worfe,  their  zeal  w’as  main¬ 
ly  about  ceremonies  and  traditions,  and  fome  little 
circumflantial  points,  which  were  but  of  fmall  impor¬ 
tance  in  comparifon  of  other  duties  which  they  omit¬ 
ted.  They  were  very  fcrupulous  in  paying  lyLhes 
of  mint,  and  annife,  and  cummin,  thofc  trifling  herbs 
which  cofl:  but  little  ;  that  they  might  appear  zealous 
for  ihc  maintenance  of  religious  worfhip  *,  but  as  for 
moral  duties,  fuch  as  juflice  and  uprightnefs  in  their 
dealings, — mercy  to  the  poor  and  the  love  of  God  ; 
thefe  they  were  very  negligent  of,  and  feldom  perfor¬ 
med,  unlefs  in  fome  publick  manner,  to  receive  praife 
of  men.  They  were  charg’d  by  our  Saviour  with 
abounding  covetoufners,  injuflicc  and  extortion,  as 
may  be  fecn  in  the  2  3d  of  Matthew  and  elfcwherc. — 
and  all  this  wickednefs  they  pra<fliced  under  a  cloak 
of  religion,  devouring  widow’s  houfes,  and  for  a 
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pretence  making  long  prayers,”  that  is,  as  one  obferves 
lipon  the  pafTage,  they  perfvvaclcd  them  to  makeover 
a  great  part  of  their  cflatcs  into  their  hands,  for  feme 
pretended  religious  pnrpofes ;  and  in  rctiiin  would 
make  long  prayers  for  their  fouls. — In  fhort  ;  the  re¬ 
ligion  of  the  bigger  pau  of  them  confided  almofl 
'wholly  in  profcITion  ; — in  mere  empty  talk  and  ap¬ 
pearance  without  doing 

There  was  not  a  confcicncions  regard  to  the  will 
of  God,  even  in  their  lizes  ;  and  their  hearts  alas  ! 
were  much  worfe  fi.l  *, — their  governing  views  were 
not  direfled  to  the  glory  of  God,  and  what  little  they 
did  in  religion  was  to  be  -feen  of  men  ;  fo  that  in 
the  fenfe  of  the  trxt.  they  only  cryed  ‘‘  Lord  !  Lord  ! 
w’iihout  doing  the  will  cf  our  Father  who  is  in  Hea¬ 
ven”. 

And  it  is  to  be  feared  there  are  many  fjch  P hart- 
fees  noxv  a  days,  who  place  the  chief  of  their  re  ligion 
in  proferfion  and  and  yet  perhaps  make  no  very 

good  outivard  appearance  neither. — But  few  that  live 
in  a  chridian  land  can  content  themfclves  without  do¬ 
ing  A.  in  religion  ;  at  leaf}  fo  much  as  to  dif- 

linguifli  them  from  furks  and  Pagans  — mod  will  go 
io  far  as  to  take  on  them  the  chridian  name  ; — and 
many,  who  are  fer  going  a  dep  beyond  the  loofcr 
fort,  will  profefs  to  have  high  regard  for  religion,  and 
to  be  much  engaged  in  it  ;  when  at  the  fame  time,  it 
ha:  no  governing  influence  on  their  hearts  or  lives. — - 
It  is  poffiblc  for  profcrTing  ebridians  not  only  to  join 
to  the  church  in  full  communion  ;  but  warmly  to 
efpoufe  the  dr^rincs  of  the  gofpel,  and  in  defence  of 
them,  to  contend  earneflly  againd  thofe  vvlio  a-c  of  a 
didcrent  w’ay  of  thinking,  without  either  feeling  their 
faving  power  or  living  agrcablc  to  them. 
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'  Ir  goes  a  good  way  with  fome  that  they  are  on  v;hat 
is  generally  called  the  orthodox  fide  ;  they  arc  firi(5t 
calvintfls y  who  hold  to  the  do<^rines  of  original  fin, 
eleflioriy  free  grace,  juflificat  'ton  hy  faith  without  the 
merit  of  good  works,  the  final  perjeverance  of  the 
faints  &c. — and  thence  conclude  they  rniift  needs  be 
in  a  fair  way  to  heaven,  tho’  they  take  no  great  care 
to  put  in  pra^icc  what  they  profefs  to  believe. 

1  would  not  be  thought  by  this,  to  difeountenanee 
a  zealous  adherence  to  ihefe  do£\iines,  which  I  firm¬ 
ly  believe  to  be  the  do^lrines  of  the  gofpcl  •,  but  what 
1  fay  is,  that  people  may  warmly  contend  for  thefe 
points  in  theory^  without  ever  reducing  them  to  prac¬ 
tice.' — they  may  have  good  found  know’ edge. but 
poorly  felt  at  the /;^jr/,arid  as  badly  exprefl  in  the  life. 

And  men  may  not  only  profefs  to  be  orthodox  in 
their  belief,  but  to  have  exper  enced  very  great  dif- 
covcrics  and  attainments  in  religion,  without  being 
chriflians  and  obeying  the  will 'of  God.  I'he 

flony  ground  hearers,  as  we  read,  received  the  word 
with  joy,  but  had  no  root  in  tliemfelves,  and  there¬ 
fore  fbon  fell  a  vay — There  have  been  inflanccs  of 
perfons,  who  have  pretended  to  have  heart- ravifhing 
views  of  divine  things,  and  an  njfurcd  hope  of  their 
inrereft  in  Chrid,  who  yet  were  far  frornr  being  exem¬ 
plary  in  their  behaviour,  and,  fhnll  1  fay  i  w'cre  mani- 
iciWy  immoral. — Now  what  will  fuch  a  profcfiion  fig- 
nify,*  that  is  thus  barren  and  un-influential  1 — Will 
it  ever  carry  a  man  to  heaven,  without  true  hollnefs, 
or  a  conformity  to  the  will  of  God  .Mf  our  Saviour 
may  be  credited, it  never  will  • — You  will  plainly  fee 
that  I  have  here  been  fpeaking  principally  of  thefe 
profefiing  chriflians,  w'ho  arc  negligent  of  moral  dn- 
klc’,  the  praflice  oi  which  is  ncccfTary,  in  order  to 
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'^indicate  and  adorn  their  profcfTion,  and  in  fhort  to 
falvation. — But  that  the  Jlridi  moraliff  might  not  rely 
on  his  good  works  to  carry  him  to  heaven,  1  will 
venture  to  tell  him  from  the  word  of  God,  that  the 
moft  exad  outward  conformity  to  the  moral  law, 
will  not  avail  to  falvaiion,  unlejs  the  heart  be  renew¬ 
ed,  and  his  obedience  proceed  from  a  genuine  princi¬ 
ple  of  holinefs,  or  fupreme  regard  to  thewill  of  God. 

But  it  is  time  that  j  fhew, 

(IJ.^  What  that  doing  the  will  of  God  is,  which  is 
necefTary  in  order  to  our  entering  into  the  kingdom  of 
heaven. 

By  the  will  of  God  is  obvioiifly  meant  the  fame  as 
his  law  or  command,  or  any  intimation  of  his  pleafurc 
concerning  our  duty  ;  any  thing  which  He  ilifcovcrs 
to  be  our  duty,  whether  in  his  word,  by  his  provi¬ 
dences,  or  our  own  reafon  and  rtfie<flion,  or  any  other 
way,  is  to  be  looked  upon  as  his  will,  to  which  a 
ready  compliance  is  expelled.  But  his  word  is  the 
principal  and  moft  unerring  guide  of  our  conduct  ;  — 
by  wh  ch,  reafon  and  every  thing  elf  muft  be  regula¬ 
ted. — by  a  diligent  attention  to,  and  obfer  nation  of 
that,  arc  w'c  to  learn  the  will  of  our  maker  ; — and  it 
is  no  fmall  privilege  that  we  have  it  therein  fo  clearly 
revealed  to  us. 

Now,  whatever  we  can  learn  from  the  biblc,  or 
any  other  way,  to  be  our  duty,  cither  to  God,  our 
fellow  creatures,  or  our  felves,  we  are  required  to 
comply  with  ;  and  iinlcfs  wc  fincercly  endeavour  to 
fulfil  it,  w'e  neither  Jhall  nor  can  be  faveJ.  Not  bc- 
ciufe  we  are  to  merit  falvarion  by  our  ov.n  obedience, 
or  that  the  r'tghteoufnefs  of  Chifift  alone  is  not  fufhei- 
ent  to  entitle  us  to  the  kingdom  of  h<.  avcn  ;  but  vve 
cannot  otherwife,  that  is,  without  this  holy  dirpofition 

of 
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of  foul,  inclining  to  univerfal  obedience,  be  Interefted 
in  the  perfect  righteoufnels  of  Chrift  ;  for,  tbat^Oinh, 
by  which  we  are  united  to  him,  implies  in  its  very 
nature^  that  we  have  a  principle  of  new  obedience 
accompanying  it,  and  it  is  but  a  dead,  unavailing  faith 
without  it  ; — and  I  may  fafely  affirm  that  holinefs  is 
as  neceffary  to  falvation,  as  faith  is,  1  don’t  fay  that 
outward  good  works  arc  ;  for  in  many  cafes  there 
may  be  no  opportunity  or  capacity  for  them,  as  in 
children  and  Tick  people  ; — but  this  I  will  venture  to 
fay,  that  where  any  have  time  and  a  natural  capacity 
for,  external  duties,  and  yet  allow  th^mfelves  in  the 
known  and  habitual  neglcfl  of  them,  it  is  a  Jure  evU 
dence  that  they  have  no  true  faith  nor  ho'inefs,  and 
confequently  are  in  the  broad  road  to  perdition. 

It  would  be  needlcfs  for  me  to  fpendtime  particu¬ 
larly  to  point  out  all  the  feveral  duties  that  are  requi¬ 
red  of  us.  You  very  well  know  that  it  is  our  duty  to 
love,  and  delight  in  God,  with  all  our  hearts  ; — to 
maintain  a  holy,  reverential  fear  of  him  ; — to  believe 
his  word  ;--»-to  repent  of  our  fins  againfl  him; — to 
hope  and  truftin  his  good nefs, — to  fubmit  to  his  provi¬ 
dences  ;  to  worfliip  him  in  fpirii  and  in  truth,-- and  in  a 
word, to  makehisgloryihe  ultimate  end  of  allour  aiflions. 

So,  with  regard  to,  Jefus  Chrift  ; — it  is  the  will  of 
God,  that  we  love  him,  firmly  believe  and  trud  in  him, 
and  that  we  evidence  the  fincerity  of  our  faith  by 
keeping  his  commands. 

With  refpccl  to  our  fejlow-creatures — God  re¬ 
quires  us  to  do  toothers,  as  we  would  have  them  do 
to  us  ; — to  be  obedient  to  fuperiors,  when  their  com¬ 
mands  arc  reafonable  and  good  ;  kind  to  inferiors;  and 
good  to  all. —  efpccially  are  w'e  required  to  maintain 
the  drived  regard  to  thofe  moral  duties  of  truth, 

judicc, 
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j'jftice,  an(^  honefty,  in  all  our  dealings  with  one  ano¬ 
ther  : — and  to  be  of  a  merc-ifal,  compafTionate,  peace¬ 
ful  tsifpofition  *,  fceking  to  promote  as  \vc  have  op¬ 
portunity,  the  good  of  our  neighbour,  as  well  as  our 
own. 

And  as  to  our  [elves  ;  it  is  the  will  of  God,  that  wc 
endeavour  to  govern  our  thoughts,  appetites  and  palh- 
ons,  according  to  the  rules  of  hi<;  holy  word  — that 
we  arc  diligent  in  our  callings,  and  fludy  to  be  pofTcT- 
fed  of  true  mceknefs,  humility,  patience,  content¬ 
ment,  fortitude  and  fubmidion  to  all  his  providential 
dirpenfaiions. 

Thefe  fevcral  duties,  which  I  have  thus  hinted  at, 
you  cannot  but  be  fenfible,  are  c.'carly  pointed  out 
in  the  word  of  God.  with  all  other  necedary  dirc^li- 
ons  for  the  regulation  of  our  condu£f.  in  w’hatcvcr 
circumftances  we  may  be. — 'I'nis  for  fubffance,  is  that 
will  of  our  heavenly  father,  which,  in  a  gofpel  Icnfc, 
as  I  fliall  by  and  by  explain,  w'c  muji  do,  as  ever  we 
would  hope  to  be  faved,  * 

liere  you  will  aik.  what  is  implied  in  that  prardcal 
regard  to  thc'wdd  of  God,  whica  is  fb  necedary  to 
falvation,  1  an  Twer,  it  implies, 

(i,)  That  we  have  a  fincerc dedre,  and  teke 
to  f  nJ  out  what  our  duty  is,  in  all  the  indanccs  of  it, 
it  wc  arc  of  a  truly  obediential  temper  of  mind,  v/e 
fhall  be  difpefed  always  when  at  a  lofs,  to  enquire  with 
Saul  “  Lord  !  what  wilt  thou  have  me  to  do  and 
for  cur  fatisfa6fion,  wc  ihalkdiligently  con  full  his  holy 
W'ord,  and  carefully  obfervcihc  dictates  of  his  provi¬ 
dence. 

(2  )  Tt  farther  implies  that  our  hearts  are  renewed 
by  divine  grace.  There  can  be  no  acceptable  obedi¬ 
ence  without  a  holy  principle  within  to  produce  it  ; 

for 
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for  it  is  the  heart,  God  chiefly  regards  in  our  fervices; 
and  fince  the  difpofition  of  that  is  by  nature  had^  it 
iniifl  be  changed  from  fin  to  holinefs,  before  wc  can 
love,  and  acceptably  do  xhe  will  cf  God.  An  unre- 
generate  man  may  indeed  perform  ihofe  outward 
a(5fs,  which  the  law  requires,  well,  as  to  the  matter  cf 
them  ;  but  he  effenUally  fails  in  the  frtndple  from 
whence  they  flow  •,  for  unlefs  wo  have  a  fupreme  regard 
to  God  in  what  wc  do,  w'e  do  not  obey  his  will  there¬ 
in,  but  onr  own  ;  and  In  order  hereto,  that  is, 
to  onr  having  this  fupreme  regard  to  him,  our  natural 
love  for  fin  mud  be  deflroycd,  and  a  love  to  God,  and 
holinefs  implanted  in  our  fouls. 

But  to  (hew  more  particularly,  iho’  very  briefly, 
wherein  this  do’ng  tlie  will  of  God  confids,  i  add, — 
(3  )  That  it  confids  in  a  chearjuU  univerfal,  and 
per  fevering  obedience  to  his  commands,  in  dependance 
on  his  grace,  thro’  Chrid,  for  affiftance  and  acceptance. 

Our  compliance  with  the  will  of  God,  mud  be 
chearfnl  and  hearty  ; — not  out  of  mere  conflraint, 
but  with  a  willing  mind,  and  from  a  principle  of  love 
to  him  ; — my  fon  !  give  me  thy  heart”  is  the  divine 
command,  and  if  it  be  withheld,  wc  prefent  even  in 
our  bed  duties,  fuch  a  grofly  defefflve  and  maimed 
oblation,  as  w'ill  never  be  accepted. 

Again,  this  obedience  mud  be  univerfal,  tbaf  is, we 
mud  heartily  rcfpcvd,  and  honcdly  endeavour  to  keep 
all  God’s  commands;  to  fulfil  every  duty  of  what  • 
ever  kiiad,  not  excepting  thofe  w^hich  arc  mod  difficult 
and  painful  to  us. — >1  do  not  mean  by  this,  that  nnlcfa 
we  keep  the  w’hole  \'^\n  perfectly,  wc  cannot  be  faved, 
for  then  no  defli  could  be  admitted  to  heaven  ;  ns  wc 
all  daily  iranfgrcfs  in  one  Oiape  or  another  But  what 
I  mean  is,  that  we  mud  make  the  whole  law  of  God, 
in  all  the  parts  of  it,  the  rule  of  our  behaviour,  and 
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niufl  flrive  after  an  univerfal  conformity  to  It ; — for 
he  that  has  not  a  difpohtion  to  obey  God,  in  every 
inllance  of  known  duty,  has  in  reality,  no  difpofition 
to  obey  him  from  a  right  principle  at  all,  agreable  to 
St.  James’s  do<5lrinc“  whofoever  fliall  keep  the  whole 
law,  and  yet  offend  in  one  point,  is  guilty  of  all”  and 
for  this  plain  rcafbn,  becaufc  a  wilful  violation  of  any 
one  of  the  divine 'precepts  is  a  rebellion  againfl  that 
authority  which  enjoined  the  whole. —  Not  indeed 
that  a  true  chriflian  never  falls  into  open  and  known 
fms,  thro’  violent  corruptions,  in  an  unguarded  hour  ,* 
but  then,  he  never  commits  fin  with  the  full  confent 
of  the  will,  but  is,  as  it  were,  hurried  into  it  by  fur- 
.  prize,  againfi  the  fettled  bent  and  inclination  of  his 
foul  *,  and  is  grieved  and  moiyns  for  it  afterward,  and 
takes  occafion  from  thence  to  be  more  circumfpccff 
and  watchful  for  the  future.  It  is  his  defire  and  en¬ 
deavour  to  fulfil  the  whole  of  his  duty,  and  wherein 
he  falls  fhort,  he  repents  and  betakes  himfclf  to  tho 
me)  its  of  his  Saviour  for  pardon. 

Furthermore,  cur  obedience  mufi  be  perfevering\ 
w’C  are  to  continue  faithful  to  the  death  as  ever  we 
would  hopeto  be  accepted  to  the  divine  favour  at  lafl. 
not  that  we  can  merit  any  thing  by  our  perfev.crirg 
fidelity,  for  our  own  rightcoufnefs  is  but  as  filiiiy  rags 
and  an  unclean  thing  and  after  we  have  continued  to  do 
our  bejl^  even  to  the  end  of  our  lives,  we  mud  with 
the  greatefl  rcafon  acknowledge,  that  we  have  been 
unprofitable  fervants.  Nor  w'ould  1  be  underRood 
hereby  to  deny  the  dextrine  of  the  faints  perfevcrancc, 
w'hich  appears  to  be  a  do^lrine  clearly  held  forth  in 
the  facred  P‘'tges,  and  of  confiderable  importance  in 
the  chridian  fcheme,  but  what  I  allert  from  the  text  is 
this,  that  none  but  fiich  as  do  perfevcrc  and  hold 
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out  to  the  end  fliall  be  faved  ;  which  confideratioo 
among  others,  is  one  argument  by  which  true  believers 
are  excited  to  perfeverance. 

Finally,  our  obedience  mufl  be  performed  in  the 
name  of  Chrift,  and  in  dependance  on  his  grace  'for 
adiQance  and  acceptance. — It  is  thro’  his  merits  alone 
that  our  fervices  can  be  acceptable,  and  under  a  fenfe 
of  our  own  infufficiency  for  the  piirpbfes  of  religion, we 
are  to  look  to  him  by  faith  foraffiftance  and  acceptance. 

I  come  now  to  fhew. 

(III.)  The  nccefTity  we  are  under  of  thus  doing  the 
will  of  God  j — or  why  we  cannot  enter  into  the  king¬ 
dom  of  heaven  without  it.  This  is  clearly  exprclTed 
in  the  text,  ‘*Not  every  one  &c. 

Now  to  prevent  miQaking  here,  I  would  premife  a 
little  more  particularly  what  was  hinted  under  the  lad 
general  head, that  you  may  have  it  frefh  in  your  minds ; 
that  it  is  not  abfolutely  necefTary  in  order  to  lalvation, 
that  we  do  outward  good  works  ;  for  one  who  is 
truly  regenerated  may  die  before  he  has  any  oppor¬ 
tunity  of,  or  capacity  for  doing  them. 

Nor  is  it  necefTary  that  fuch  as  bav€  opportunity 
and  capacity  therefor,  fliould  perform  them  as  a  me¬ 
ritorious  of  future  blelTednefs  ;  for  all  thofc 

fpiritual  bleflings  which  we  cither  do,  or  can  enjoy, 
were  purchafed  by  jefus  ChrifI; — and  are  beflowed 
on  us,  as  a  free  gift : — But  cur  own  pcrfonal  obedience 
is  ncccITary  for  other  which  I  fhall  mention  by 

and  by  ;  and  before  I  proceed,  I  would  farther  obferve. 
that  tho’  outward  afis  of  obedience  are  not  ablolutely 
neceflary  to  falvation,  but  may  be  diPpenfed  with  in  the 
cafe  abovemencioned,  yet  the  internal  principle  of  holi- 
nefs  inclining  to  them, is  abfolutely  neccflary,  as  without 
holiucfs  no  man  can  fee  the  Lord. — and  as  for  the  ex¬ 
ternal  aff'i  themfelves,  when  we  are  properly  called  to 

them 
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the  n.  th"y  arc  neccflary  as  the  incflimahlo  fruits  and 
cxprclTions  of  tiijt  gracious 'difponti on  in  the  heart, 
of  vviiich  I  have  been  I'peaking,  and  which  is  fo  ne- 
cefTaiiy  to  falvation. 

In  (hewing  the  nccefTitv’'  of  doing  the  will  of  God, 
I  fhall  confider  this  inward  principle,  with  its  fruits 
in  the  life,  as  the  fame  thing,  and  denominate  the 
whole  by  the  name  of  ob-.  dience,  or  doing  the  will  of 
God  ;  the  ncreniry  of  wliich,  wiih  the  above  expla¬ 
nation  and  caution,  will  appear  from  various  confidc- 
rations.  As 

( I .)  That  it  is  one  main  defign  of  the  g  Tpcl  to  bring 
ns  to  holinefs,  or,  which  is  the  lame  thing,  to  a  uni- 
vcrfal  conformity  to  the  will  of  (jod.  By  nature  wc 
are  all  gone  aflra)  Irom  God,  and  turned  rebels  againfl 
him  ;  jefus  Chriil  came  to  reduce  and  bring  us  back 
to  our  allegiance  and  duty,  as  wdl  as  to  atone  for 
our  iranfgrcdions  and  rcllorc  us  to  the  favour  of  God 
our  maker.  We  have  this  exprefs  tedimony.  that 
he  came  to  fave  his  people  from  their  fins  not  in,  hut- 
from  them,  from  their  pollution  and  poucr,  and  to 
purify  to  himfclf  a  peculiar  people,  zcaluus  of  good 
works.  Now  for  any  to  talk  of  being  fav;d,  with¬ 
out  being  made  to  love  and  obey  the  will  of  G-.'d,  is 
lo  makeChrid  the  ntinillcrof  fin, and  totlTcat  one  main 
end  of  h  s  mediatorial  und  rtaking.  Confcqucntly — 

(2  )  It  is  impolFible  v/e  fiaojld  be  true  believers  in 
Chrid  and  thereby  obtain  a  right  and  title  to  heaven, 
without  holinek  or  obedience  to  the  will  of  t-od. 
Wc  all  agree  tfivM  there  is  no  falvation  but  by  Jefus 
Cliri;l  ,  —and  It  is  as  certain,  that  he  faves  none  but 
ihofe  v\h  3r!i  I'iC  makci  holy. — 'i'o  as  many  as  received 
I'iim,  as  wc  are  told  in  the  fird  of  John,  to  them  gave 
lic  newer  to  become  the  fons  of  God;  even  to  ihcn^ 

who 
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who  believe  in  his  name  ;  which  were  born  not  of  the 
will  of  man,  but  of  God. 

True  faith  in  Jefus  Chrid,  and  regenorrtion,  arc 
infeperably  conneffed  togeth  r  ; — and  he  that  is  born 
again  by  the  fpitic  of  God,  will,  as  he  lias  opportu¬ 
nity,  bring  forth  the  fruits  of  righteoufnefs  to  his 
praife  —a  dead  unoperating  faith  gives  us  no  intcrell 
in  ChriH:,  nor  title  to  the  heavenly  inheritance  ;  and 
^  fuch  as  have  nothing  better  than  this  to  plead,  will  at 
laif  be  difowned  with  a  vengeance,  asthofe  whom  our 
Lord  never  knew  or  acknowledged  as  his  true  difciples. 

(3.)  Obedience  to  the  will  of  God^  in  the  fenfe  a- 
hove  deferibed,  is  a  neceflary  qualification  for  heaven; 
without  which,  it  is  impoffible  in  the  nature  of  things, 
that  any  fliould  enter  there. 

Heaven  is  reprefented  as  a  ftate  of  perfeff  purity, 
from  which  unholy  fouls  are  excluded  by  a  necellity 
of  nature,  as  they  have  no  relifli  or  capacity  for  fuch 
bleficdnefs.  The  blifsful  vifion  of  God  is  referved 
only  for  the  pure  in  heart,  who  are  made  partakers  of 
a  divine  nature,  and  who  love  and  delight  to  obey  the 
will  of  their  heavenly  Father — And  as  for  all  others, 
they  would  take  no  fatisfaffion  in  heaven  were  they 
admitted  there  ;  feeing  the  natural  temper  of  ihcir 
fouls  is  fb  contrary  to  the  holinefs  and  blelTedncfs  of 
that  happy  world  ;  but  they  will  not  have  the  refufai 
of  it  when  they  die. 

(q.)  God  has  politivcly  declared  in  his  word,  that 
no  unholy  and  wilfully  difbbedient  perfon  fhall  ever 
enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 

My  text  is  fufficient  eternally  to  quafli  the  hopes  of 
all  fuch,  not  every  one,  See.  And  our  Saviour  himfclf 
in  the  verfemext  following  my  text,  to  reprefenr  ihe 
final  confufion  and  difappointment  of  barren,  hypneri-  ■ 
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tkal  profeflbrs,  goes  on  to  add,  that  many  will  fay  un¬ 
to  him  in  that  day,  Lord  1  Lord  !  have  we  not  propbre- 
cied  in  thy  name,  and  in  thy  name  caft  out  devils,  and 
in  thy  name  done  many  wonderful  works  ?  To  whom, 
on  account  of  their  want  of  true  love  to  him,  and  for 
their  wilful  difobedience  to  his  commands,  he  will  de¬ 
clare,  I  never  knew  yoj  ;  depart  from  me,  ye  that 
work  iniquity. 

Thefe  confidcrations,  I  trufl:  which  have  been  thus 
briefly  fuggeff-ed,  fufficiently  fhew  the  importance  and 
neceflity  of  true  hoiinefs,  or  a  conformity  to  the  will 
of  God. — It  is  one  main  deflgn  of  the  gofpei  to  bring 
mankind  to  this — and  without  it  we  can  neither  be 
true  believers  in  Chrifl  and  obtain  a  title  to  heaven, 
nor  be  qualified  therefor. — And  the  word  of  God  ex- 
prefly  declares,  that  unlefs  wc  have  a  principle  of  obe¬ 
dience  in  the  heart,  influencing  to  hoiinefs  of  life,  ar 
we  have  opportunity  and  capacity  for  it,  we  fhall  not 
enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven  ;  and  if  we  arc  final¬ 
ly  denied  admittance  there,  where  fhall  we  go  ?  too 
dreadful  to  exprefs  ; — down  to  the  kingdom  of  dark- 
nefs  and  region  of  the  damned.  It  would  be  dreadful 
barely  to  be  excluded  from  heaven  ; — but  that  is  not  all ; 
the  workers  of  iniquity,  even  atl  the  finally  difobedient, 
fhall  be  fent  down  to  hell,  and  everlaflingly  confined 
in  that  place  of  torments,  without  a  drop  of  water  to 
cool  their  longue.  Heaven  and  hell  are  the  two  grand 
receptacles  of  mankind,  to  the  one  or  other  of  which, 
w  e  are  each  of  us  bound  ;  and  if  the  gates  of  the  for¬ 
mer  are  fliiu  againfl:  us,  the  laft  mufl  be  our  wretched 
abode  through  eternal  ages.  Then  the  neceflity  of 
obedience  to  the  will  of  God,  and  the  folly  of  trufting 
in  an  empty  name,  without  the  pow'cr  of  religion,  will 

be  learnt  by  dreadful  experience, - Gcd  grant  !  wc 
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may  never  know  fuch  a  vexatious,  killing  difappoir.t- 
mcnt. 

What  now  remains  is  a  brief  improvement. 

And, 

(i.)  We  hence  learn  what  it  is  ro  be  a  true  chrift- 
Ian  To  believe  &  obey  the  gorpel, — ro  receive Jefus 
Chrid  in  ail  his  offices, as  our  prophet  to  ihflru6t  us; — 
our  pried  to  atone  and  plead  for  us; — and  our  king  to 
govern  and  defend  us: — In  fhort,  to  be  a  true  chridi- 
an  is  to  ha  e  true  faith  in  Jefus  Chrilt,  accompanied 
with  a  holy  difpofition  of  foul, inclining  us  to  a  humble, 
chearful,  univerfal  and  perfevering  obedience  10  his 
commands.  Hence, 

•  (2.)  diow  abfurd  is  that  antinomlan  principle,  tint 
believers  are^releafed  from  their  obligations  to  the  mo¬ 
ral  law  1  or  at  lead  are  under  no  obligation  to  keep  ir, 
but  only  in  point  of  gratitude  for  redeeming  love  ;  it 
k  true,  redeeming  love  is  an  additional  obligation  on 
believers  to  obedience  :-^bot  their  old  obligations  as 
creatures fisvQ  not  cancelled  by  grace, but  rather  drength* 
ened  and  incrcafed. —  Believers  indeed,  arc  not  iinier 
the  law,  as  a  covenant  of  works,  by  perfectly  fullilling 
the  righteoufnefs  of  which  they  are  to  acquire  a  right 
to  eternal  life  :  Chrid,  in  this  view',  or  in  its  covenant 
form  has  fulfilled  it  for  them  : — But  /till  it  remains 
in  full  force  as  a  rule  of  life  to  them,  to  wh’ch  their 
own  perfonal  conformity  is,  find  always  will  be  re¬ 
quired. —  And  the  reafon  is  plain,  becaui'e  our  obligati¬ 
ons  to  the  moral  law  arife  from  our  rational  capacities, 
as  free  intelligent  agents  ;  and  the  relation  we  (land  in 
to  God,  as  his  creatures  ;  and  therefore  until  we  ccafe 
to  be  fuch,  and  this  relation  is  dcdroyed,we  cannot  be 
difeharged  from  duty.  —  How  abfurd  to  fuppoi'e  th^t 
Jefus  Chrid  came  into  the  world  to  procure  us  a  dif* 
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pcnf&tlon  to  break  the  law  ! — This  vi«>ul(f  be  making 
him  the  miniflcr  of  fin,  and -confcqusntly  the  fcrvant 
of  the  deyii.  Wherefore,  ’ 

(3.)  dow  exceedingly  careful  fhould  chriArans 
be,  to  adorn  their  profeflion  by  a  holy  lif^  ? 
This,  the  honour  of  God,  the  credit  of  religion,  and- 
their  own  evtrlaAing  welfare  require  of  tbem.-^If  we 
profefs  to  have  received  ChriA  Jefus  the  Lord,  we  arc® 
to  walk  in  him,  that  is^  to  imiUte.his  example,  and  live 
in  the  coojAant  praflice  of  ihofe  duties,  which  his  Jaw. 
and  his  gofpel  require.— If  ye  love  me,  fays  he,  keep* 
my  coinnaandments;  and  this  is  a  duty  inculcated  thro’* 
out  the  whole  gofpel,  that  they  who  believe  inChrift 
be  careful  to  maintain  good  works.’^  A:  vicious,  im* 
moral  chriAian,  that  profeAcs  faith  in  ChriA,  and  yet 
allows  himfelf  in  fin,  and  efpecialty  in  open,  fcanda- 
Jons  violations  of  his  commands,  is  a  reproach  not  only 
to  chriftianlty.,  but  even  to  human  nature.  Such  pro- 
feAors  wound  religion  ten  times  more  than  its  open 
avowed  enemies  ;  their  unholy  lives  give  occafion  to 
impious  A  offers,  and  profane  infidels,  to  call  the  whole 
of  chriAianity  a  meer  cheat  and  delufion  :  Whereas  if 
our  converiation  was  agreable  to  the  gofpel,  it  w'ould 
have  the  happieA  tendency,  noi  only  to  filcnce  their 
objc^lions,  but  even  to  perfwadc  them  to  become  reli¬ 
gious  themfelvcs. 

(4  )  How  dreadful  will  be  the  difappointment  of 
falfe,  hypocritical  profeffors,  at  death  and  judgment,  to 
be  difowned  and  rejected  by  jefus  ChriA  !  There  arc  • 
many  now  who  have  only  a  name  to  live,  while  they 
are  fpiritually  dead,  who,  content  themlclvcs  with  the 
profcfflon  and  outward  form  of  religion,  without  the  ^ 
power  and  are  in  hopes  of  being  admitted  to 

heaven  at  laA,  iho’  they  are  negligent  of  thofc  iiTip)r- 
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tant  duties  of  repentance  towards  God,  a^id  faith  to¬ 
wards  our  Lord  Jefus  Ghrift,  ^nd  of  conforming  their 
hearts  and  lives  tp  ilic  unerring’  rules'  6f  God’s  holy 
word.  A  little  religwn  will  now  forve  theilr  turn 
.  but  the  day  is  coming  that  will  try  them,  when,  if 
found  without  a  principle  of  obedience  to  the  com¬ 
mands  of  God,  as  well  a$  faith' in  Jefus  ChrifV,  they 
will,’  to  allude  to  the  writing  in  Daniel,  have  me/ic, 
tekely  wrote  upon  ihem^  ye  are  weighed  in  the  ba- 
lances^and  found  wanting.’*— Their  hypberify  will  then 
be  detected,  however  concealed  before^  and  none  be 
acknowledged  as  ehriftians  in  that  world,  who  were 
not:  made  holy  in  t'hls. 

A  dreadful  thing  indeed  it  will  be  for  any  to  go  out 
of  the  world  with  railed  txpe^ations  of  Heaven,  and 
yet  find  the  celefti^l  doors  faft  barred  againft  them; 
which  will  be  the  di final  cale  nPt  only  of  loole  immo¬ 
ral  profeflbrs,  who  prefumptuoufly  depended  on  Chri^ 
to  lave  them,  whilft  they  lived  in  fin  ;  but  alfb  of 
thofe  whofe  outward  cohdu£f  was  good,  while  their 
hearts  were  not  right  with  God,  nor  their  views  di¬ 
rected  to  his  glory. - -It  will  not  then  avail,  that  wc 

yielded  an  external  obedience  to  his  law,  if  our  hearts 
were  not  engaged  therein  nPr  in  fhort.will  any  thing 
avail  to  our  acceptance  at  the'  hour  of  ‘  death,  and  at 
the  great  and  dreadful  day  of  judgment,  but  a  living,; 
operative  faith  in  the  right eoufnejs  of  Chrift,  a  new  na¬ 
ture; — the  love  of  God  and  his  law; — and  a  principle 
of  univerfal  obedience  implanted  in  the  heart,  and  in¬ 
fluencing  to  a  holy  life. 

How  vain  and  trifling  will  fuch  pleasas  thefe  be  in 
that  day.  Lord,  I  was  baptized  in  thy  name,  I  attend¬ 
ed  on  thy  public  worfinp,  and  joined  to  the  church  in 
full  communion,  and  performed  a  great  many  religiot^s 
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duties  ;  Lord,  fave  me  !  I  fay,  how  vain  will  fiich  pleas 
as  ihefe  be,  if  the  heart  and  life  were  not  under  the 
governing  influence  of  religion  ? — And  how  can  rhey 
fuflain  the  fliock  of  fuch  a  flern  repl^  from  their  hcart- 
fearching  Judges  yes,  yon  called  me  Lord  and  Mafler 
indeed,  but  you  would  not  have  me  to  reign  over  yon; 
you  refufed  to  give  me  your  hearts,  and  to  devote  your 
lives  finccrely  and  unrelcrvedly  to  my  fervice  ;  you 
never  truly  forfbok  your  (ins,  and  made  if  your  care  to 
keep  my  commandments  ; — and  tho’  you  performed 
many  external  duties  in  religion,  yet  it  was  not  out  of 
regard  to  me  or  my  Father,  but  from  fbme  mean, 
inferior  motive ;  and  befides  you  trufted  in  them  for 
acceptance,  mean  as  they  were ;  and  do  you  think  I 
will  fave  fuch  vile  pretenders  as  you  are  ?  Be  gone 
from  my  prefence, — I  never  knew  you,  as  my  difei- 
pies,  nor  do  1  acknowledge  yon  as  fuch  ; — bind  them 
hand  and  foot,  and  cafl  them  into  outer  darknCrS, where 
fliall  be  weeping  and  wailingjand  gnafliing  of  teeth. — 
What  can  equal  the  confufion  and  horror  of  fuch  a 
reje^hon  ?  And  yet  it  is  more  than  pofTible,  this  may 
be  the  cafe  of  fomc  of  us. —  As  for  thofe  who  have  not 
fo  much  as  the  form  of  godlincfs,  who  ncgle^l  prayer, 
and  allow  themfclves  in  lying,  cheating, flealing, drunk - 
ennefs,  uncleannefs,  fubbath-breaking,  faking  God’s 
holy  name  in  vain,  &c.  there  can  be  no  difpuic  what 
will  bccoine  of  them  ;  their  doom  is,  as  it  were,  written 
on  their  foreheads,  and  in  the  courfe  they  are  now  in, 
TO  life  a  plain,  familiar  expreflion,  they  don’t  Hand  the 
lead  ch.'ince  for  heaven,  and  it  is  the  greatefl  abfurdiry 
for  them  to  entertain  the  Icafl  hope  of  it. 

But  it  is  pofllble  for  fome  of  the  better  fort  of  liv¬ 
ers,  who  make  high  prctcnfions  to  religion,  to  be  thus 
fi^ly  difappointed  at  laft  ; — and  therefore  it  concerns 
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m  all,  ferioufly  to  ourfclves,  whether  vve  are 

chriftians  indeed,  and  not  in  profcflion  only  ;  that  we 
may  not  dream  of  Heaven,  and  pleafe  ourfelves  with 
the  hopes  of  future  blifs,  while  we  are  in  the  road  to 
hell.— And  as  ever  we  would  hope  to  obtain  the  final 
approbation  of  our  divine  Judge,  let  us  now  not  con¬ 
tent  ourfelves  with  calling  him  Lord,  Lord,  but  endea¬ 
vour  thro’  his  grace,  by  well-ordered  lives  and  conver- 
fations,  to  approve  ourfelves  his  ;Chearful, obedient  and 
faithful  fervants.  Let  us  earned ly  feek  to  have  our 
hearts  renewed  by  divine  grace,  and  a  principle  of  ac¬ 
ceptable  obedience  implanted  in  our  fouls ;  and  in  a 
conftant  humble  dependence  on  the  influences  of  the 
holy  fpirit,  let  it  boour  daily  care  to  live  in  the  denial 
of  all  ungodlinefs  and  wordly  lulls,  and  to  live  foberly 
righteoufly  and  godly  in  this  prefent  evil  world  ;  that 
fo,  thro*  the  riches  of  divine  grace,  an  abundant  en¬ 
trance  may.be  miniflred  untous,  into  the  glorious  and 
evcrlafting  kingdom  of  our  heavenly  father.  Amen. 


Sermon  IV. 


The  Law  eftablifhe4  by  Faith. 


RPM.  III.  gi. 

♦ 

DO  we  tf^en  ^gke  v{^i4  hw  ihr^'  fmth? 

God  forbid  I  yea,  we  efabliJJo  the  law. 
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words  contain  and  refute  an 
objc(ffion,  which  the  Apoftle  was  aware, 
fome  would  bj?  re^dy  to  c^ifQ  from  bi^ 
prccccdtng  difcojirfe,  concerning  the 
doftrinc  of  jujlif  cation  by  faith  in  the 
righteoufnefs  of  Chrifl:,  without  the 
deeds  of  the  law.  Do  wc  then  make  void  the  law, 
ihro*  faith  f  faith  he  : — Do  wc  weaken  and  fet  it 
afide,  as  an  ufelefs,  infignificant  thing,  by  this  doftrinc 
of  faith,  which  excludes  all  works  of  our  own,  from 
entring  into  our  jiulification  in  the  fight  of  God  ?  God 
forbid!  we  fiiould  entertain  fuch  an  unworthy  thought 
2%  tjois  ; — inflcad  of  making  void,  wc  efablijh  the 

Jaw  :  — 
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law  "#<!' renounce  it,  as  a  covenant  of  work* 

^hich  caonot  gfve  Iffe  qs  the  reward  of  our  perR>nal 
t>bedieflce  to  it,  by  teafon  it  is  fo  very  defe£live;— and 
♦ho’  we  maintain  that  ielUveri  arc  delivered  from  its 
^ucfe  ^yet  we  apprave  of  confirm  the  aiuhoricy 
of  God  in  his  law,  ^nd  of  the  reprefentaiions  it  makes 
of  his  nat-ure  and  will We  likevAife  inH  I,  that  it 
has  been  highly  honoured,  in  a  fu  1  anfwrr  f?  its 
■demands  oh  our  behalf,  by  that  “titlorious  rlghteoNfRcft 
of  Chrift,  in  whkh  v^e  -believe  for  ju:lff5cah(ui  :  and 
we  regard  it  (fill,  as  a  mean  nmle  ufe  of,  by  the  holy 
fpirit,for  convi-ncing  tts  of  fm  «nd  of  otir  ree  l  of  thfS 
righteottfneis  and  as  a  compdefe  a  c1  iin- 
thatigcabie  rule  of  life,  for  a  rj)iritnal  and  holy  obe¬ 
dience  to  which,  afe  fo'jT,  the  mod  effeffua I  motives 
iwid  affiftances,  are  afforded,  by  the  grace  of  the 
fdy  to  them  that  believe. — Sb  that  in  every  view, 
we  fupport,  drengthen  and  eftablifh  the  Jaw,  and 
make  it  (fand  in  full  force,  hy  the  deffrine  of  jultifi- 
cation,  thro’  faith  in  the  Lord  Refits  Cbrift, 

But  here,  a  queftion  of  confiderablc  importance  ^ 
arifeth,  viz.  What  law  is  ir>  which  is  fpoken  of  in  the 
text  I- — I  anfwer,  it  is  undoubtedly  the  moral  law;-^ 
which  appears,  from  the  charai^er  that  is  given  of, 
and  what  is  faid*  about  it,  in  the  feveral  other  places, 
jb  this  epirtle,  when  the  fame  law  is  mentioned,  ns  in 
my  text  which  cannot  be  applicable  to  the  ceremo¬ 
nial,  but  only  to  the  rrioral  law,  Ofvat  lead:  they  fnew, 
that  the  moral  law  principally  intended  for  it  h 
that  law  whkh  the  Gentiles  are  under,  and  the  w’ork 
of  whkh^  they  fhew  written  fn  their  hearts,  as  in  iho 
14th  &  lyth  verfes  of  the  jJd  chapter ;  it  is  that  law, 
which,  as  it  hath  been  tranfgrefj^’d  by  all,  -mud  dop 
every  m6\itb>  and  convince  the  whole  world,  they  arc 
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become  guilty  before  God,  vid.  the  ipih  verfe  of  the 
3d  chapter,  v^hich  is  more  'than  can  be  laid  of  the 
ccrem  »nial  law  : — it  is  that  law,  which  forbids  covet¬ 
ing,  a  prohibition  peculiar  to  the  moral  law,  as  in  the 
7th  verfe  (>f  the  7th  chapter.  And  in  the  14th  verfe 
of  the  fame  chapter  it  is  called  a  fpiritual where¬ 
as  the  ceremonial  law  is  called  a  carnal  covenant,  and  a 
carnal  ordinance,  as  in  Heh.  7.  16.  and  elfewhere/ 
becaufeit  confided  of  fuch  rites,  ceremonies  and  ordi¬ 
nances,  as  related  on’y  to  the  body  and  purification  of 
the  flelh,  but  did  not  reach  the  foul  or  fpiriiual  part# 
fb  as  to  cleanfe  that  in  the  fight  of  God. 

And  indeed  what  is  faid  of  in  the  text  /(/ey',  h 
fufficient  to  determine  what  law  is  intended  ; — for  it 
is  fuch  a  law  as  is  exprefly  declared  to  be  cdabliflicd 
by  the  doiflrine  of  faith,  “  Do  we  then  make  void 
the  law  thro*  faith  ^  &c.  Now  it  is  a  plain  cafe,  the 
ceremonial  law  was  not  thus  cflabiifhed  by  faith,  as 
it  was  only  a  fliadow  of  good  things  to  come  under 
the  g('fpc!. —  It  was  accomplifhed  and  wholly  done 
away  iu  the  death  of  Chrijl,  therefore,  to  denote 
its  entire  abolition,  ft  is  faid,  to  be  nailed  to  his  crofs. 
—  But  the  moral  law,  tho’  its  rirhteoufncfs  was  ful- 
filled  by  Chrijl,  yet  bein^  unalterable  in  its  natiue 
and  obligations,  was  eflabliflied  by  him  and  remains 
in  full  force,  as  a  rule  of  life  ;  and  our  obligations  fo 
keep  it,  are  rather  increajeJ,  than  weakened,  by 
faith. — This  point  being  fettled,  we  tray  obferve 
from  the  words  this  doftrlnc,  viz. 

That  the  moral  law*  is  fo  far  from  being  made  void, 
that  it  is  firmly  ellabliflied  by  the  doAfr^c  of  juflifica- 
tion  by  faith,  in  the  imputed  rightconjneff  of  Ch^ij}. 

Before  I  proceed  to  the  illufl ration  and  proof  of  the 
d^/lrine  it  may  be  proper  tc  fay  fomeihing  concerning 
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the  nature, obligation  and  penalty  of  the  moral  law 
And  likcwifc  to  give  you  a  brief  view  of  the  doctrine 
of  j unification  by in  the  righieournefs  oi  Chnji^ 
which  is  here  faid  to  eQabliflx  the  law. 

As  to  the  firn, — ’The  moral  law, is  that  rule  of  aflion 
which  God\\2L%  given  to  all  mankind,  as  ra¬ 
tional  creatures,  and  free,  intelligent  ; — having 

an  underftanding  to  difeern  what  is  right  and  wrong; 
and  a  will  to  chufe  or  refufe, according  as  they  pleafc. — 
^his  law  does  not  derive  its  force  and  go  dnefs  wholly 
from  the  explicit  commands  of  God,  as  pofitive  pre¬ 
cepts  do,  but  feems  to  be  founded  in  the  nature  and 
iitnefs  of  things  ;  the  requirements  of  it  being  fuch,  as 
the  reafon  of  man,  rightly  exercifed,  cannot  but  ap¬ 
prove  aud  acknowledge  to  be  holy,  jufl  and  good.— — • 
Hence  the  Gentiles,  who  had  nothing  but  the  light  of 
nature  for  their  direffion,  are  Jaid  to  be  a  law  to  them- 
felves,  ared  to  fhew  the  work  of  the  law  written  iri 
their  hearts  ;  i.  e.  the  light  of  nature,  or  their  own  rea- 
fbn,  was  a  law  and  guide  to  them  as  it  taught  them, at 
lead  in  general, what  was  their  duty, and  what  was  not ; 
and  thus  caufed  their  thoughts  or  confcicnces,  to  ac- 
cufe  or  excufe  them,  according  as  their  behaviour  cor- 
refponded  with,  or  was  contrary  to,  this  native  fenfe 
.of  right  &  wrong. — However,  it  muR  be  confcficd,the 
light  of  nature  is  not  an  abfolutely  pcrfefl  guide  in  all 
cafes,  now  in  our  fallen  efiate,  tho’  it  may  in  general 
point  out  our  duty  to  us  : — And  thcreforc.it  hath  pief- 
ed  the  great  law-givcr clearly  and  exprefly,  to 
reveal  his  will  to  us,  in  his  w’ritren  word  ;  and  the  du¬ 
ties  of  the  moral  law,  it  is  w^ell  knowm,  are  fuinmarlly 
comprehended  in  the  ten  commandments,  which,  a- 
greable  to  our  Saviour’'^  own  explication  of  them,  ex¬ 
tend  not  only  to  our  external  behaviour,  but  rcach^the 
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hiart,  and  our  mod  fecret  thoughts  and  principle  of 
aftions  ;  I fay\  the  duties  oPthe  moral  law  are  fimfna* 
rily  comprehended  in  the  ten  commandments ;  bm 
then,  as  thefe  commandments  are  (o  fliort  and  com¬ 
pendious,  implying  a  great  deal  more  than  is  expreded; 
for  our  fuller  and  more  particular  informatioti,  the  du¬ 
ties  therein  contained  are  enlarged  upon, explained  and 
reprefented  under  different  views,  in  various  oth^^ 
parts  of  the  facrei  writing,  which  none  of  you  can  be 
unacquainted  with,  wlio  are  not  Grangers  to  your 
hihfes, — The  law  of  God  thus  written  in  the  heart  of 
man,  "but  more  clearly  revealed  m  the  holy  feriptur^s^ 
is  unaltcrahly  and  eternally  binding;  from  our  obliga¬ 
tions  to  which,  wc  nc^'cr  can,  in  the  lead  degree,  be 
difeharged  ;  bccauic,  as  they  refuk  from  the  -nature 
and  fitnefs  of  things,  from  the  glorious  pcrfe£lk>ns  of 
God,  and  the  relation  we  (land  in  to  A/w,  as  his  crea¬ 
tures;  till  thefe  rcafons  ccafe,  they  never  can  be  dif- 
^nnullcd. — Of  confequence  then,  any  violation  of  this 
holy,  unchangeable  and  eternally  binding  law,  mud  be 
^  a  very  heinous  evil,  and  fubjeft  floe  finner  to  punilh- 
ment. — And  fince  punidiment  ought  always  to  be  in 
proportion  to  the  offence,  tlic  punidiment  of  fin  mud 
be  eternal,  i.  e.  of  eternal  duration,  and,  in  degree,  Cor- 
refpondent  to  the  aggravation  of  the  crime  deferving 
it ;  bccaufe,  otherwife  it  cannot  be  adequate  to  the  in¬ 
finite  evil  there  is  in  fin,aa  being  committed  againfl  an 
infinitely  and  holy  God ;  a  tranfgreflion  of  a  per- 
fe6:Iy  righteous  and  equitable  law,  and  a  violation  of 
the flrortgefl,  yea,  infijute  obligations  to  obedience.— 
Accordingly  wc  arc  told,  Rom.  6.  25.  that  die  wages 
of  fin  is  death  ;  which,  as  it  is  oppofed  to  the  gift  of 
God,  which  is  eternal  life,  mu  ft  imply  not  only  a  for¬ 
feiture  and  deprivation  of  all  good,  but  tlfo  the  ever- 
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piffling  fu€Ving(of  (u^  ^pdfitive  evils  as  .afc  proporti¬ 
oned  to  .A  e;^uinbci*,  greatiiefs  and  peculiar  aggravati¬ 
on's  of  each  4Mxes  <)ffenee3. 

What  bc^n  briefly  faid,  may  be  fufficient  to 
give  you  ^  general  view  of  the  moral  law,  whioh  ts 
laid  .io  be  eftablifced  by  /ai/;^. 

^  That  I  i^Yffl^Wthcr  prepare  the  way  for  what  I 
principally  defigned  from  the  words,  I  will  now  givp 
you  as  eputprehenflve  and  concHe  a  repnefenta  ion  as 
a  can^  of^e  of  faith,,  or  juflification  by  faith, 

J^p*  or  by  wjhich,the  law  is  declared  to  be  eflablifbedL 

Ju(^catiQi3,  you  have  been  ofLen  told^  is  a  law- 
term,  and  d^>ote8  a  j'^flicial  difeliarge  of  one  who  has 
teen  accufed  <>f  a  cri<me,and  his  being  reflored  togood 
Handing  in  the  eye  of  rlie  law  :■ — And  in  a  gofpebfcnfe 
it  fignifics  ^  gracious  a£l:  of  God,  as  a  public 
\ybexeby>  on  acepjant  of .  the  perfefl  righteoufnefe 
JefusChrifl  imputed  to  a  (inner,  and  received  by  faith, 
hj^  jabiblvos  him  from  guilt  and  condeinnation ;  declares 
jnd  -accept^  him'as  a  righteous  perlbn,  confidered  in 
Chrift  his  Hirety  ; — reftores  him  to  his  forfeited  favor, 
jand  grants  him  a  right  and  title  to  life  eternal. — By 
the  righteournefi  of  CfarKl,  which  is  thus  imputed  ,  « 
meant  bis  active  and  paflive  obedience,  whereby, as  the 
'  furety  and  fubflitute  of  his  people,  afting  in  their  (lead 
?md  in  theli;  nature,  he  gnfyvered  all  the  demands  of  the 
Jaw  upon  them,  as  a  covenant  of  works,  per fc£lly  obey¬ 
ing  its  precepts,  and  enduring  its  penalties ;  and  thus 
obtained  eternal  redemption  for  them. -r— This  juftifying 
rightepufnefs  is  made  over  to  them  by  faith  ;  which 
implies,  befidcs  an  afllmt  of  the  underflanding  to  the 
truth  of  the  go/pel-rcport,'^  the  confent  of  the  will  to 

be 

♦  Sec  the  following  texts  of  fcrlpture,  where  the  Greek 
word  pijleuo^  believe,  is  vifcd,  iftd  imports  the  exercifeof 
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be  juflificd  and  faved  in  this  way  ;  and  a  rriiance  of 
the  foul  on  the  merits  or  righteourdefs  of  Chrlft,  and 
the  mercy  of  God  thro’  him,  for  pardon, reconciliation 
and  eternal  life  ;  together  with  a  folemn  and  chcarful 
furrender  of  both  foal  and  body,  to  the  fervicc  of  God 
thro’  Chrift,  to  be  fanffified  by  his  word  and  fpirit  j — 
to  be  governed  by  his  laws  ; —  and  improved  to  his 

is,  in  a  few  words,  appears  from  feriptnre,  to 
.be  the  glorious  method  of  our  juftification  by  faith,  in 
the  righceoufnefs  of  Chrift  c — And  it  is  \>y  this  do6lrine 
of  faith,  the  apoftlePaul  declares  in  my  text,  the  law 
t®  be  eftablifhed. — Do  we  then  make  void  the  law  thro’ 
faith  ?  God  forbid  !  yea  we  effablifh  the  law. 

How  the  moral  law  is  cflablifhcd  by  this  doctrine  of 
faith,  I  fhall  now  proceed  to  Ihew  ;  which y  I  truff, 
will  be  made  evident  from  the  following  confide- 
rations. 

I.  That  this  doiffrine  ftrongly  bears  wltnefs  to,  and 
gives  a  lively  reprefentation  of,  the  fdperlative  good- 
nefs  of  the  divine  law^  and  leads  us  to  entertain  high 

and  honourable  thoughts  of  it  as  fuch. - Had  it  not 

been  a  perfeffly  righteous,  equitable  and  holy  Ja  .v,iin“ 
changeable  in  its  requirement,  and  of  perpetual  obliga¬ 
tion,  we  cannot  think  that  the  fupreme  law~glver 
vrouldhaveinfided  fomuch  on  the  honors  of  it,  as  he 

has 

the  will,  as  well  as  the  underflandlng  ;  as  it  always  do-  s 
W'hcre  the  objetfl  requires  it,  as  in  the  prefeiit  cafe.  Joli. 
a.  24.  But  Jelus  did  not  commit  himlelf  unto  them, 
caufe  he  knew  all  men.  Luk.16.1 1.  If  therefore  ye  have 
not  been  faithful  in  the  unrighteous  mammon,  who  w^ill 
commit  to  your  toifl  the  true  riches.  Rom.  3.  2.  I>e- 
caufe  that  unto  them  were  conirniucd  the  oracles  of 
Go<I.  1  ThcfT.  2.  4.  But  as  we  were  allowed  of  God 
be  put  in  irnjt  with  the  gof^el,  5cc. 
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has  done;  efpecially  that  he  would  have  fent  his  own 
Son  to  anfwer,  by  his  obedience,  every  tittle  of  its  de¬ 
mands,  as  a  broken  covenant  of  works,  in  order  that 
believers  might  thereby  be  difeharged  from  its  curfe, 
and  obtain  the  favour  of  God  and  happinefs. — This  is 
a  folemn  and  very  ftriking  declaration,  that  the  law 
was  viewed  in  the  divine  mindy  as  a  good  and  perfect 
law,  and  therefore  eternally  unalterable  in  its  nature, 
requ  renients,  obligations  and  penalties. —  An'd  fuch  as 
arejuflified  and  favedin  this  way,  by  the  coftly  obe¬ 
dience,  fufferings  and  death  of  the  incarnate  Son  pf 
God,  mud  furely  be  taught  to  maintain  the  higHeft 
reverence  and  regard  for  a  law  Co  righteous,  Co  holy, 
and  fo  inflexible  in  its  demands,  and  which  hath  had 
fdch  abundant  honor  put  upon  //,  by  an  obedient  and 
fufi^ring  Saviour,  f 

2.  The  law  is  eflabliflicd  by  the  do£l:rinc  of  faith, 
as  hereby  believers  are  put  in  pofleflion  of  jud  fuch  a 
righteoufnefs  as  the  law  requires  for  judification  : — 
Docs  the  law  infid  upon  indefeidive  obedience,  and, 
in  cafe  of  tranfgrcflion,  upon  infinite  fatisfaflion,  as 
the  condition  of  judification  ?  Such  obedience  and 
fatisfaidion  have  been  viclded  to  it  by  Jefus,  the  fure- 
ty  of  his  people,  anJ  on  their  behalf ;  and  they  by 
faith  in  him,  which,  according  to  the  gofpel  condllu- 
tion,  brings  them'imo  union  with  him,  become 
in  this  perfcid  righteoufnefs,  which  is  made  over  to, 
and  is  pleadable  by  them,  to  the  entire  ratiira<dion  of 
law  andjudice,  for  their  judification. —  So  that  It  can¬ 
not  be  objected  that  the  law  is  injured,  difannulled  or 
laid  afidc  by  this  doctrine,  feeing  its  demands  have 
been  to  a  tittle  fulfilled,  and  iris  by  no  imperfetd,  but 
by  jud  fuch  a  righteoufnefs  as  it  requires, that  believers 
arc  judified.  Furthermore, 
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3.  The  Ami  is  eftahlifhed.anJ  its  ufefulncfs  main* 
taificd,  as'ir  is  improved  asr  a  rftean  of  convincing  fin-^ 
iTfrs  of  their  guilt  and  rhlfery,  of  the  need  they  (land 
in  of  Chrift,  and  of  driving  them  to  him  for  juftifica- 
lion  “According  td  Gat  3.  24.  the  law  is  our  fchool* 
majler  to  bring  us  to  Clirift,  that  we  might  be  juflificd 
by  faith  ; — in  which  paflage,  tho^  the  ceremonial  law 
be  included,  yet  it  is  evident  the  moral  law  is  likcwift 
intended,  and  both  were  eminently  ferviceablc  to  the 
believing  Jews,  and  like  a  fchool-mafler  under  that  im- 
perfect  difpenfation,  were  inftru mental  of  training 
them  up  for  and  at  length  of  introducing  them  to  the 
faith  of  Chrift  :  **  As  the  moral  law,  by  the  Hrifl* 
nefs  of  its  precept's  and  the  feverity  of  its  curfes, 
fhewed  them,  as  it  does  us,  their  fin  and  danger  ; 
“  the  infufficiency  of  their  own  righteoufnefs,  and 
**  their  need  of  fuch  a  perfeflly  righteous  and  atoning 
**  Savior  as  Chrift  is’*; — and  as  the  ceremonial  law,  by 
its  rhes  ahd  typical  racrifices,forceably  inculcated  upon 
them  their  guilt  and  defilement,  and  pointed  out 
his  death  and  fufferiRgs  to  them”  as  the  only  fufK- 
cienr  and  all  availing  facrifice  for  fin,  that  fo  they 
might  be  taught  and  confirained  to  ault  all  depen- 
dance  of  their  own  performances  of  the  deeds  of 
the  law,  in  any  view  of  them  whatfbever,  for  jufiifi- 
caiion,  and  might  feck  to  obtain  it  thro*  faith  in  the 
meritorious  obedience  and  facrifice  of  the  great 
, — And  tho’  the  ceremonial  law  may  be  of 
fbmc  ufe  to  us  finners  of  the  Gentiles,  as  it  reprefents 
the  atonement  of  Chrift,  and  the  need  we  Hand  in  of 
it  ;  yet  as  v.e  never  were  under  that  yoke  of  bon- 
dsge,  it  is  the  moral  law  principally  which  is  infiru- 
rnental  of  bringing  us  to  Chriff,  and  that  in  the  fame 
manner,  asit  did  them,  viz.  by  fh^win'g  and  convincing 
'  '  •  us 
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usof  our  Cnand  guih,o»rmHery  and  danger,  our  help-* 
Icfsnefs  and  inability  to  fulfil  //,  and  therefore  of  the 
peHllang  need  we  (land  in  ofjuft  fuch  a  deliverer  and 
Saviour  ai  Cbrifi  is ;  that  fo  defpairing  of  help 
from  every  other  quarter,  we  might  betake  ourfelves 
to  him.**^And  the  law  is  fo  ufeful  and  neeefiary  for 
this  putpofe>  that  unlefs  wewerefirft  convinced  and  as 
it  werd  flain  by  it,  we  never  fhould  be  cjicited  to  be¬ 
lieve  in  the  Son’ oi  Gody  for  jufiificaiion  and  life 
cteroaL 

But  left  any  fhould  objeft,  that  after  believers  are 
interefted  in  Cbrift  and  juftify’d  by  his  righteoufnefs, 
they  arc  no  longer  under  any  obligations  to  the  moral 
law,  but  may  live  as  they  lift,  I  add,  fourthly. 

4*  That  //  ftill  remains  and  always  will  remain,  in 
full  force  to  as  a  perfect  and  unchangeable  rule 
of  life,  to  which  their  own  perfonal  conformity  is  and- 
ever  will  be  their  bounden  duty  ;  and  their  obligations 
to  keep  it,  inftcad  of  being  weakened  or  made  void, 
are  vaftly  ftrengthened,  encreafed  and  firmly  cftablifti^ 
cd.  Ah  !  faith  the  caviller,  if  Chrift  hath  fulfilled  the 
righreoufnefs  of  the  law  for  believers,  why  need  they 
yield  obedience  to  it  tbemfehes  ?  muft  it  be  fulfilled 
by  the  furety  and  principal  both  ? — In  Order  to  fetihis 
matter  in  a  clear  and  eafy  light,  it  will  be  proper  to  con- 
fider  briefly  a  few  things. — As  i.  That  our  firft  father 
Adam,  was  not  only  niadeufiderthe  moral  law,  which, 
as  he  was  an  intelligent,  free  agent,  hemuft  havebeen, 
but  he  was  likewife  made  under  a  covenant  of  works, 
or  rather  a  covenant  of  works  was  made  with  him,  af¬ 
ter  his  creation  and  with  his  poflerity  in  him,  to  whom 
he  flood  related  and  for  whom  he  was  appointed  to  aft, 

,  as  their  pubJick  head  and  reprefentadve  ;  as  might  be; 
made  to  appear  from-fe veral  pafiages  of  feriptu re,  which 
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I  need  not  particularly  mention  ;  the  tenor  of  which 
covenant  feems  to  be  this,  that  if  he  would  continue 
faithful  in  the  fervice  and  perfe^lly  obedient  to  the 
commands  of  God,  and  to  that  in  particular,  which  rc- 
fep61ed  the  foabidden  tree,  for  a  certain  term  of  time, 
which  fome  fupj  ofe  would  have  been  no  longer  than 
while  the  fruit  of  thatfeafon  lafled  ;  ^^flioukl  forever 
after  and  hispoflerity  with  him,  be  confirmed,  by  the 
grace  of  God,  in  a  (late  of  holinefs  andhappinefs;  an  I 
ihould  be  entitled  to,  a*  d  everlaflingly  pofk’fs  the  fa¬ 
vour  and  enjoyment  of  their  Maker:— jfhould  flill 
to  eternity  remein  under  the  moral  law  as  God’s* 
creatures  ;  tho’  not  fo  properly  by  way  of  trial  and 
probation,  as  in  a  (late  of  necefiary  dopendance,  confir- 
nVation  and  gracious  reward.  But .  in  cafe;  he  failed 
of  perfeiff  obedience,  thro’  the  whole  of  that  given 
time,  he  Jhould  not  oulyforfeitjforhimfelfanddefccn- 
dants,  the  promifed  reward  ;  but  fiioiild  likcwife,  to¬ 
gether  with  them  obiloxlous  to  punifhme:  t 

flill  remaining  as  much  under  obligations  to  keep  the 
law  as  ever. 

'  Adam  foolifhly  yielding  to  an  infinuating  temprc", 
was  prevailed  upon  to  difobey  his  Maker^  and  thereby 
broke  covenant  with  him, forfeited  the  promifed  reward 
of  perfevering  obedience,  and  expofed  himfelf  and 
ofTsprirg,  to  the  penalty  that  was  threatned  to  the  breach 
of  the  lay/. —  7  he  father  of  mercies,  infiead  of  immedi¬ 
ately  (eizing  the  forfeiture  and  inflifting  the  cleferved 
punlfiimeat,  t.v  as  plea  fed  to  appoint  his  own  Son  lo 
be  a  fecondAdam.a  fccond  publick  head  andreprclen- 
taiive  of  a  numerous  race  of  believers,  in  a  new  and 
better  covenant  ;  and  on  their  behalf  to  fulfil, 
nay  more  than  fulfil  the  lafk,  w’lrch  the  firff  At'mn 
failed  cf, .  viz.  to  yield  fuch  an  Lfitiitcly  mcretorious 
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obeJience  to  the  precepts  of  the  law,  confidered  as  a 
covenant  of  works,  and  fo  fully  to  endure  its  penalty, 
as  thereby  to  make  compleat  fatisfa^fion,  not  only  for 
the  f  rft  fin  of  Adam,  in  breaking  covenant  with  God, 
but  alfo  for  the  innumerable  offences  of  all  his  people 
in  every  age  ;  and  moreover  to  procure  them  a  title  to 
the  loft  favour  of  God  and  the  everlafting  happinefs  of 
^ihe  heavenly  ftate.  T o  this  appointment  and  underta¬ 
king,  the  Ton  oFGod  moft  cheartully  confented.  and  hath 
in  the  moft  perfe<ft  and  fatisfaflory  manner  accomplifh’4 
what  he  undertook.  Lei  me  repeat  it— by  what  he  hath 
done  and  fuffered,  he  hath  fulfilled  the  conditions  of 
the  covenant  of  works  which  required  puniftiment,  as 
well  as  do  ng  :  I  fay  he  hath  fulfilled  the  conditions 
of  the  broken  covenant  of  works  for  all  true  belie¬ 
vers,  his  fpiricual  feed  *,  as  the  firft  Adam  (hould  havo 
fulfilled  the  conditions  of  the  fimple  un-broken  cove¬ 
nant  of  works,  which  required  nothing  but  doing  for 
his  natural  feed. — Well  1  this  mediatorial  righteouf- 
nefs  of  Jefus  Chrift,  the  fecond  t^am,  or  his  fulfill¬ 
ment  of  the  broken  covenant  of  works,  Is  by  faith 
made  over  to,  and  placed  to  the  account  of  believers  ; 
The  merits  of  which  are  fuch,  as  to  procure  the  par- 
donofall  theirfins,  whether  committed  before  or  after 
their  juftification  ;  and  likewife  a  title  to  life  eternal. 

But  are  they  hereby  relcafed  from  their  obligati¬ 
ons  to  the  moral  law,  as  a  rule  of  life  to  them,  as  tht 
creatures  and  even  the  redeerued  creatures  of  God, 
whofc  duty  it  is  to  love  and  ferve  him  for  ever  ?  Or 
is  there  any  inconfiftency  in  faying,  that  the  law  hath 
been  fulfilled  for  them,  as  a  covenant  of  works,  by 
their  furety,  and  that  they  arc,  notwithftanding,  un¬ 
der  obligations  to  yield  obedience  to  it  themfelves,  as 
the  unalterable  rule  of  their  behaviour  ?  For  my  pare 
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I  can  fee  nothing,  but  what  is  perfc£lly  rational,  con-* 
fiflent  and  harmonious  in  the  do<Slrine. 

Upon  the  calviniflic,  which  I  cannot  but  think  is 
the  gofpel  feheme,  what  would  have  been  the  flare 
of  the  Uijtural  defeendants  of  the  firfl  Adam  in  this 
rc^pe6l  hf^^g  flood  and  continued  faithful  to  the  end 
of  his  probation^  ?  would  they  have  had  nothing  to 
do  tliemfelves  ?it  appears  very  evident  that  they  would 
have  had  nothing  to  do  ?  in  fulfillment  of  the  cove¬ 
nant  of  works,  the  conditions  of  that  having  been 
fulfilled  by  their  father  y  yet  they  would  have  had 
enough  to  do,  in  obedience  to  the  law,  confidcred  as 
tnere  law,  divefled  of  its  covenant  form,  and  as  a  rule 
of  their  moral  condufl  ;  in  this  refpcfl,  it  would  hare 
been  their  duty  to  yield  obedience  to  it  in  their  own 
perfons  to  all  eternity  *, — So  it  is  with  regard  to  be- 
Jievers,  the  fpiritual  feed  of  jefus  Chrifl,  the  Lord 
from  Heaven  :  as  he  has  fulfilled  the  conditions  of 
the  broken  covenant  of  works  on-their  behalf;  they 
have  nothing  to  do/in  order  to  purchafe  the  pardon 
of  fin  and  a  title  to  the  heavenly  inheritance  ;  but  they 
have  enough  to  do  in  obedience  to  the  moral  law,  as 
t  rule  of  life,  which  they  are  under  much  in  the  fame 
manner,  as  wc  all  fiioiild  have  been,  had  the  firfl 
.Adam  flood;  iho’  with  this  difference,  that  he  had  no 
merit  to  procure  pardon,  for  any  of  his  poRcriiy,  up¬ 
on  the  fuppofition  they  could  have  finned  •,  whereas 
the  faiisfa^ion  of  Jefus  Chrill  is  fo  infinitely  mcritd- 
rious,  that  we  can  now  fay,  if  any  man  fin  we  have  an 
advocate  with  the  father,  and  the  blood  of  Jefus 
ChriR  his  fon  cleanfeili  from  all  fin.  Perhaps  you 
will  better  underRand  this  point,  by  a  familiar  compa- 
rifon,  which  I  mcniicn,  not  to  illuRratc  the  covenant- 
hcadOiip  of  cither  the  firR  or  fccond  Adam,  but  only 
lo  flicw  the  obligations  which  believers  are  under  to 
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the  moral  laiy.  A  kind  mafler  for  the  encoiiragemcnc 
of  his  fervant,  who  owes  the  befl  of  his  fervice  to  him, 
promifeth  him,  that  if  he  will  faithfully  perform  fuch 
a  piece  of  bufinefs  in  a  given  time,  two  months  wc 
will  fay,  he  fliallbe  entitled  to  a  certaiiy^eward  ;  but 
flill  obferve,  he  is  to  remain  his  maflo#^  fervant  as 
much  as  before  ;  but  in  cafe  hefliould  prove  difobe- 
dient  and  negle6l  to  perform  it,  hefhall  not  only  lofe 
the  promifed  reward,  but  likewifc  be  fubjc<51:  to  pun- 
ifhment.  Well  !  the  fervant  faileih  of  doing  it  agrea- 
ble  to  the  condition  ;  and  moreover  by  his  folly 
fome  how  difablerh  himfelf  for  any  future  fervicc  ; 
thus  he  cuts  himfelf  off  from  the  benefit  propofed, 
and  incurs  the  penalty  threatned  to  his  unfaiihfulncfs. 
But  a  generous,  able  bcncfa^lor  of  his,  outot  compafii- 
on  to  the  faulty  fervant,  condefeends  by  the  mailer’s 
approbation,  to  perform  the  abovementioned  fcroce 
for  him,  and  likewile  to  endure  the  penalty  which  he 
had  expofed  himfelf  to  ;  and  befides,  by  the  applica¬ 
tion  of  proper  means,  he  in  a  manner  cures  the  di fa¬ 
bled  fervant  and  rellorcs  him  to  a  capacity  of  doing 
fome  bufinefs  again  ;  and  moreover  fuisfies  the  mafler 
for  all  the  damage  he  was  like  to  fulTcr,  by  realon  of 
his  firfl  deficiency. 

Upon  thefe  conditions,  the  mafler  gracioufly  releaf 
cth  the  offender  from  deferved  punifhment,  and  be- 
flows  the  promifed,  tho’  forfeited  reward  upon  him  ; 
not  for  his  fake,  but  for  what  the  other  had  performed. 
Is  that  fervant  now  relealed  from  his  maflcr’s  ferv  Ice, 
becaufe  he  becomes  entitled  to  the  reward  and  is  as 
it  w’ere,  bought  off  from  punifiimcnt  by  another,  and 
ibis  too,  wc  will  fiippofe  by  the  matter’s  contrivance 
and  with  his  approbation  ?  13y  no  means;— he  is  Hill 
his  mailer’s  fervant  as  much  as  before,  and  is  even 
more  obliged  to  him  than  ever.  Equally  certain  is  it, 
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that  believers  are  fo  far  from  being  difcharg’d  from 
duty,  by  what  Chrift  hath  done  and  fufTcred  on  their 
behalf  ;  that  their  obligations  to  obey  the  law,  as  a 
rule  of  life,  are  flrengthned  and  rife  higher,  than 
they  would  have  been,  had  Adam  never  finned.  It  is 
their  duty  to  obey  now,  not  only  as  the  creatures 
of  God,  but  as  creatures  redeemed  by  the  obedience 
and  death  of  his  own  Son.  I  add 

V.  That  the  moral  law  is  eflabliflied  by  the  dc^- 
rine  of  faith,  as  hereby  believers  are  put  into  a  better 
capacity  of  keeping  it  than  they  were  before,  or 
otherCv’ifc  pofTibly  could  have  been  in.  For  at  the 
fame  time  that  they  are  juHify’d  by  the  imputed  righ- 
teoufnefs  of  Chrift,  they  are  renewed  and  fanff  fyed 
by  his  fpirit  ;  and  have  a  principle  of  new  obedience 
implanted  in  their  hearts  inclining  them,  contrary  to 
what  was  their  difpofition  before,  to  live  in  the  denial 
of  all  ungodlinefs  and  worldly  luds,  and  to  lead  fober, 
righteous  and  pious  lives  in  this  prefent  evil  world. 
And  as  they  have  a  gracious  living  principle  of  obe¬ 
dience  accompanying  a  juflifying  faith  ;  So  they  have 
fuch  fupernatural  athflances  and  animating  motives 
imparted  to  and  fet  bef  ore  them,  as  enable  and  ciufc 
them  to  yield  far  better  obedience  to  the  law,  than 
they  ever  could  oihcrwlfe  have  done. 

And  laflly,  the  law  is  yet  farther  enabliflicd  by 
faith,  as  it  is  fuch  a  feheme  as  will  hnally  bring  all 
true  believers  into  affate  of  perfc6f  conformity  to  it. 
Their  obedience  at  prefent,  it  muft  be  confefs’d  is 
very  imperfect,  but  ftill  it  is  much  better  than  could 
liave  been  attained  to  any  other  way  ; — but  in  Heaven 
it  will  arrive  to  pcrfe£fion  ; — it  will  there  be  complea- 
ted,  and  all  the  redeemed  of  the  Lord  be  enabled  to, 
and  affually  lhall  fulfill  the  whole  requirements  of  it, 
\vithout  the  lead  failure  to  a’l  eternity. 


Th.n 
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Then*  the  law  will  appear  to  be  eflablifhcd  in  a 
glorious  manner,  as  every  juflify’d  perfon  will  be,  both 
in  heart  and  life,  juft  what  is  required  of  him  to  be. 

From  all  this  colle(ftive  evidence  may  we  not  fay  ? 
vre  do  not  make  void  the  law  thro’  faith,  but  on  the 
other  h^nd,  we  really  ejlabiijh  the  law. 
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The  Law  edablifhed  by  Faith. 


^  IHIS  doclrine  as  was  fnewn  "the  laft 


Sabbath,  is  evidently  contained  in  the 
^  text,  viz.  that  the  moral  law  is  fo  far 

from  being  made  void,  that  it  is  firmly 
^ftcihlijhed  by  the  do6irine  of  juflifica- 


tion  by  faith  in  the  imputed  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift. 

In  order  to  prepare  the  way  for  the  illufiration  and 
proof  of  the  doctrine,  you  may  remember,  that  I  gave 
you  a  brief  vievv  of  the  nature,  obligations  and  penal¬ 
ty  of  the  moral  law. — And  likewifea  concife  repre- 
fentation  ot  thcdo<ffrine  of /a/V/?,byor  thro’  which  this 
law  is  faid  to  be  eftablifhed. — I  then  proceeded  direfl- 
ly  to  confirm  the  dc6frine  and  to  fhewhow  the  moral 
Jaw  is  eflajllfhcd  by  faith  ;  the  heads  of  which,  that 
you  may  have  them  frcfli  in  your  memory,  I  will 
nowrepcat  lo  you. 

TiiC  moral  law  is  eflabli filed  by  faith,  As 

1.  'I'h’iS  doflrinc  firongly  bears  wimefs  to,  and 
gives  a  lively  reprefentat  on  of  the  fuperlativc  good- 


nefs 


ejlabhfied  bj  Faith  yi 

\ 

\ 

nefs  of  the  divine  laWi  and  leads  us  to  entertain  high 
and  honorable  thoughts  of  it  as  fuch.  And 

II.  As  hereby  believers  arc  put  in  the  pofTcfilon 

of  jufl  fuch  a  righteournefs  as  the  law  requires  for 
juffification.  Moreover 

III.  The  law  is  by  this  dodlrine  cflabliflicd  and 
its  urcfulncfs  maintained,  as  it  is  improved  as  a  mean 
of  convincing  bnners  of  their  guilt  and  mifery,  and 
the  need  they  ftand  in  of  Chrid  j  and  of  drivingthem 
to  him  for  judification.  ‘ . 

IV  Furthermore  fourihiv,  The  law  is  eflabUfli- 
cd  by  faith,  as  it  Rill  does,  and  always  will  remain  in 
full  force  to  believers,  as  an  unchangeable  ru’e  of 
life,  to  which  their  own  pcrfonal  conformity  is,  and 
always  will  be,  thei'  bounden  duty. 

V.  The  law  is  cRab’ifhcd  by  faith,  as  believers 
are  hereby  put  into  a  better  capacity  of  keeping  it, 
than  they  were  in  before,  or  otherwife  poRibly  could 
have  b  en  in,  feeing  they  have  a  new  nature  and  a 
holy  principle  of  obedience  implanted  in  their  fouls, 
and  fuch  fu  per  natural  affiRanccs  and  animating  motives 
afforded  and  fee  before  them,  as  enable  them  to  a  far 
better  fulfillment  of  their  duty,  than  could  have  been 
attained  to  any  other  way. 

And  laRly,  the  law  is  eilablifiicd  by  this  cio£lrine 
of  faith,  as  it  is  fuch  a  fcht  me  as  w  ill  finally  introduce 
all  true  believers  into  a  date  of  perfeff  conformity  to 
it  in  heaven  : — Then  it  will  appear  to  be  edablifhed 
in  a  more  glorious  manner,  ns  every  judified  perfi)n 
will  be  both  in  heart  and  in  life  to  all  eternity,  jufl 
what  the  law  requires  him  to  be. 

What  now  remains  is  to  make  feme  improvement 
of  the  fubje(d:.  And 

I,  We  hcnce^  fee  what  a  gl  rious  icheme  of  fal- 
vation  the  gofpel'ii,  which  does  fuch  abundant  and 
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fatisfa6lory  honor  to  the  law  and  jullice  of  God  ;  and 
yet  mod  amply  provides  for  the  deliverance,  the 
fafety  and  the  happinefs  of  fallen,  guilty,  hcll-deferv* 
ing  im^cteni  man. 

Had  an  angel,  yea  had  all  the  angels  in  heaven, 
been  to  devife  a  method  to  accomplifh  this,  it  would 
doubtlefs  have  appeared,  to  have  been  utterly  im- 
pradlicablc  to  them,  for  as  the  law  which  man  was 
made  under,  w'as  founded  in  eternal  truth,  being  un¬ 
alterable  in  its  nature,  obligations  and  penalty,  re¬ 
quiring  perpetual  and  finlcfs  obedience  in  order  to 
judification,  and  forbidding  the  lead  tranfgrefljon  on 
pain  of  death,  and  the  judice,  truth  and  holir.efs  of 
the  law-giver  dood  engaged,  to  fee  its  honors  vindi¬ 
cated  and  maintained  : — And  as  man  was  become  a 
wilful  trwinfgreflbr,  expofed  to  thethreatned  penalty, 
and  entirely  unable  to  make  latisfadion  and  relieve 
himfelf ;  it  fhould  feem  to  a  created  underdanding, 
that  either  the  law  mud  be  laid  afide  and  given  up, 
or  the  offender  perifh.  But  the  infinite  and  unfearc  li¬ 
able  wifdom  of  Jehovah  was  able  to  find  out  a  way 
to  prevent  both  : — His  own  eternal  and  well  beloved 
fon  is  appointed  to  afiTurre  the  human  nature  into 
union  with  his  divine, and  in  that  complex  charadter, 
to  become  the  furety  of  a  numerous  race  of  believers 
in  a  new  covenant  of  grace  ;  and  in  their  room  and 
dead  to  repair  the  honors  of  the  broken  law,  and  in 
fhort  to  fulfill,  by  his  obedience  unto  dea'h, the  w  hole 
righteouTnefs  ol  it  as  a  covenant  of  w'orks,  on  their 
behalf  i^thcreby  procuring  pardon  for  their  cffei^ces, 
reconciliation  with  God,  a  title  to  life  tterna), 
with  all  needful  grace  to  qualify  and  fit  them  for  the 
pofieflion  and  enjoyment  of  the  heavenly  inheritance. 

This  appointment  and  undertaking  he  hasadtuaily 
acccmplifhcd  by  his  fpotlcfs  obedience  and  atoning 
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facrifice  *,  fo  that  God  can  now  be  (Iriclly  jud,  and 
yet  thejuftifier  of  thofe  who  believe  in  Jefus.  For 
by  what  Chrift  hath  done  and  fuffered,  the  demands 
Oi  the  law,  as  a  covenant  of  works,  are  ^//anfwefed, 
upon  fuch  as  are  by  faith  united  to,  and  entitled  in 
him  : — Juftice  is  compleatly  fatisfied  •,  thetruthand 
holinefs  of  the  law  gtver  mod  driftly  maintained  ; 
and  in  fliort  all  his  perfeflions  glorified. 

Judice  thus  appeafed  is  no  bar  in  the  way  to  our 
falvation  : — The  law  thus  fulfilled  admits  of  a  finners 
jud  fication,  by  the  imputed  righteoufnefs  ofafurety, 
and  yet  fo  wife,  fo  holy  and  fo  honourable  is  the 
contrivance,  that  the  Tinner  thus  judify’d,  Chrid  has 
by  no  means  freed  from  his  obligations  to  the  law, 
as  a  rule  of  life,  but  is  under  dronger  obliga¬ 
tions  to  obedience  than  ever  : — And  to  enable  him 
hereto,  he  is  created  anew  in  Chrid  Jefus  unto  good 
works  •,  he  has  a  new  and  divine  nature  implantedjin 
his  foul,  and  fuch  fupernatural  affidances  afforded 
him,  as  excite,  difpofe  and  drengihen  him  to  duty, 
in*a  far  better  manner  than  he  would  or  could  other- 
wife  poffibly  have  been.  And  his  holinefs,  which 
is  but  imperfect  in  this  life,  will  be  compleat  in  the 
life  which  is  to  come  : — So  that  finally,  the  law  will 
be  honoured  by  a  perfecfl  conformity  to  ir,  as  a  rule 
of  life,  in  the  believers  own  perfon  ;  and  in  the  mean 
time,  the  imperfedilions  of  his  obedience  to  it  in  this 
regard  are  all  atoned  for  and  pardoned  by  and  for 
the  fake  of  Chrid  ;  and  therefore  the  law  will  in  the 
end  fail  of  none  of  its  demands,  either  as  a  covenant 
of  works  or  as  a  rule  of  lite  on  the  behalf  ot  thofe 
who  believe  in  Jefus. 

Surely  then  the  gofpel  mud  be. acknowledged  to 
be  a  glorious  way  of  falvation  ;  in  which  the  judice 
and  ail  the  perfedions  of  the  deity  are  glorioufiy  dif- 
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play’d  ;  the  honours  of  the  law  vindicated  and  main¬ 
tained  j  and  the  Tinner  rcftored  to  holinefs  as  well  as 
happinefs.  Hence  then 

II.  We  farther  learn,  that  no  one  can  have  a  pro¬ 
per  view  of  the  true  glories  and  excellencies  of  the 
gofpel,  who  has  had  no  Tight  and  fenfe  of  the  goed- 
nefs,  holinefs  and  amiablenefs  of  th:  law.  The  goT- 
pel  is  not  built  upon  the  ruins  of  the  law,  but  rather 
upon  the  fulfillment  of  it  ;  and  its  being  fulfilled  by 
Jefus  Chrifi:  for  believers,  and  yet  remaining  in  full 
force,  as  a  rule  of  life  to  them,  (hews  that  it  ever  was 
and  flill  is  looked  upon  and  treated  by  the  Tupreme 
legiflator,  as  an  infinitely  holy,  juft  and  good  law, 
which  never  ought  to  be,  nor  in  theleaft  tittle  can  be 
abated  j  and  muft  therefore  of  neceftity  be  taken  even 
into  the  covenant  of  grace,  as  the  unalterable  mealurc 
of  our  duty  and  regulator  of  our  behaviour.  If  then 
Vv'e  are  blind  to  the  excellency  of  the  law,  which  in 
the  language  of  an  infpired  Apoftle,  is  holy,  juft  and 
good  ;  and  are  not  formed  to  a  hearty  love  to  it, 
as  fucb  \  it  is  an  evidence  that  we  arc  equally  igno¬ 
rant  of  the  true  nature,  glory  and  amiablenefs  of  the 
gofpel,  and  that  we  have  not  an  hearty  approbation 
of  and  relifh  for  ir. 

Before  a  Tinner  can  be  brought  cordially  to  fall  in 
with  tbe  gofpel  fcheme  of  Talvation,  be  muft  by  the 
law  be  convinced  of  his  fin  and  mifery,  and  of  his 
inability  to  yield  to  it  the  fatisladion  which  it  de¬ 
mands  ;  and  withal  muft  have  his  native  enmity  there¬ 
to  deftroyed,  and  be  made  to  approve  of  and  love  it, 
as  an  infinitely  good  and  amiable  law,bcingas  it  were 
a  tranfeript  of  the  moral  perfedfions  of  its  glorious 
author,  and  an  invariable  reprefentatien  of  his  holy 
will. 
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j  And  this  clear  view  of  the  excellency  of  the  dl- 
J  vine  law, under  the  influence  of  the  holy  fpirit  will  pre- 
i  pare  the  way  for  a  due  and  thankful  reception  of  the 

igofpel,  which  does  fuch  abundant  honor  to  it.  Again 
ill.  From  this  view  of  the  fubje<5i:,  the  inference 
I  is  very  plain,  that  he  is  no  true  beJiever  in  ChrifI:, 
f  who  does  not  receive  and  fubmic  to  him,  in  his 
I  kingly,  as  well  as  his  prieftly  office,  for  holinefs  as 
j  well 'Qs  happinefs,  and  for  holinefs  as  a  main  branch 
of  his  happinefs.  Sinners  in  general  would  be  glad 
if  Chrife  would  favc  them  from  hell  when  they  die,  • 
1  and  perhaps  they  may  place  a  kind  of  dependance  on 
I  him  for  ihatpurpofe.  But  unlefs  they  fubmitto  his 
I  teaching  and  government,  and'  willingly  yield  up 
I  themfelves  to  live  in  perpetual  obedience  to  his  righ¬ 
teous  commandsj  all  their  dependance  on  his  merits 
is  prefumptuous  and  vain,  and  will  be  of  no  more 
avail  to  their  falvation,  than  if  they  had  no  depen- 

I  dance  on  him  at  all.  Methinks  this  thought  ffiould 
pierce  like  a  dagger,  to  the  hearts  of  fuch  as  vainly 
hope  to  be  faved  by  Chrifl:  at  laft,  tho’  they  at  pre- 
fent  willingly  indulge  tlxfir  fins,  and  do  not  earneflly 
defire  and  pray  that  he  might  be  made  fandlification; 

I  as  well  as  rightcouffiefs  ro  them.  And  efpecialiy 
!•  ffiould  it  flarcJe  thofe  who  live  all  their  days  i:i  fm 
'  unrepented  of,and  yet  imagine  that  their  crying  Lord 
!  have  mercy  upon  me,  in  Tome  of  their  laft  moments, 
will  be  fufficient  toenfure  their  falvation.  I  do  not 
fay  that  there  is  no  poffibiliry  of  falvation  for  fuch  an 
^  one  ;  but  this  the  word  of  God  will  warrant  me  to 
‘  fay,  that  there  appears  to  be  no  great  probability  of 
^  it  :  for  what  kind  of  falvation  mav  we  fuppofe  it  is, 

:  'Which  fuch  trifling  delaying  finncrs  want,  and  for 
'  which  they  fo  vehemently  cry  juft  as  they  arc  going 
©u:  of  the  world  ?  there  is  great  reafon  to  fear  it  is 

only 
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only  to  be  delivered  from  hell,  and  to  efcape  the 
dreadful  punifhrTients  of  their  evil  courfes,  feeing  they 
now  find  they  can  indulge  them  no  longer  :  But  as 
for  real  hatred  of  fin,  for  what  it  is  in  itfelf,  and  fin-r 
cere  hearty  defires  to  be  made  holy  as  God  is  holy  ; 
it  may  be  juftly  queftioned  whether  they  have  any. 
With  refpe6f  to  numbers  this  is  certainly  the  cafe,  as 
is  evident  from  the  after  lives  of  fuch  frightned  pe¬ 
nitents  and  dependers  on  ChrifV,  who  have  recovered 
from  the  death  they  feared,  and  returned  to  their 
former  evil  ways,  as  forgetful  and  negligent  of  Jefus 
Chrift  as  ever  *, — which  (hews  that  their  looking  to 
and  dependance  on  him,  fuch  as  it  was,  was  but  for 
part  of  his  falvation  •,  fuch  as  that  of  which  1  have 
been  fpeaking. 

I  would  be  far  from  fuggefiing  that  this  is  the  cafe 
with  all  who  make  their  firft  inquiries  after  Chrift 
and  his  falvation,  in  the  lad  and  clofing  feene  of  life  : 
fomc  few  are  no  doubt,  favingly  wrought  upon  and 
enabled  truly  to  believe  in  Chrid,  in  their  expiring 
mo  nents  •, — but  their  number  appears  from  feripture, 
rcafon  and  obfervation  to  be  fo  TYr^fmall,  that  it  is 
running  the  utmod  hazard,  to  put  it  off ’till  that 
folemn  hour.  Tremble  then,  O  /inner  to  negled:  a 
feafonable  application  to  the  Saviour,  and  a  cordial 
reception  of  him,  in  all  his  facred  offices  as  thy  ruler 
and  lord^  as  well  as  thy  deliverer  from  future  woe  ; 
led  tby  too  late  application  fhould  prove  partial  and 
infincere,  and  be  rejeded  to  thine  eternal  undoing. 

But  to  proceed 

(IV.)  We  farther  learn  from  what  has  been  faid  on 
this  fubjed,  that  there  can  be  no  true  religion  with¬ 
out  morality,  nor  indeed  any  right  morality  without 
faith. 

Religion  does  not  confid  in  name  and 
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only,  or  a  bare  aflent  of  the  underftanding  to  religious 
truth  \ — it  is  a  pra6lical  thing,  and  from  its  being 
deeply  rooted  in  the  heart,  mull  extend  its  fov^ereign 
influence  into  the  life,  or  it  is^^lo  worth  in  the  fight 
of  God,  and  will  be  of  no  avail  to  us.  It  was  one 
main  defign  of  all  the  difpenfations  of  divine  grace, 
that  were  ever  made  to  fallen  man,  and  of  the  chrif  i- 
an  difpenfation  in  particular,  to  bring  mankind  to 
holinefs,  to  a  God-like  temper  and  behaviour ;  which 
confifls  in  having  our  wills  bowed  to  God’s  will,  and 
our  lives  conformed  to  his  law  : — and  we  are  chrifti- 
ans  no  farther  than  we  are  thus  affimilated  to  the  deity, 

A  chriftian  without  holinefs  is  as  great  a  folecifm 
or  abfurdity,  as  can  be  mentioned  *,  and  yet  there  are 
thoufands  who  wear  the  chriftian  name,  that  are  defti- 
tute  of  this  ejfential  purity*,  and  what  is  the  reafon  ? 
it  is  becaufe  they  have  no  true  faith.  A  fpeculative, 
dead  unoperating  faith  they  may  indeed  have  ;  but 
were  it  of  the  right  kind  *,  were  it  feared  in  the  heart 
as  well  as  in  the  head,  and  did  it  bring  them,  as  all 
true  faith  does,  into  a  vital  union  with  Jefus  Chrift  ; 
it  would  be  produ6tive  of  the  fruits  of  holinefs,  and 
influential  to  univerfal  obedience  to  the  divine  com¬ 
mands. 

He  therefore,  who  only  profeflTeth  to  believe  in  the 
Lord  Jefus  for  juftification,  but  is  a  ftranger  to  fandi  * 
fication,  like  many  in  the  Sardean  church,  has  but  a 
name  to  live,  while  he  is  dead. 

It  is  true,  morality  alone  will  never  carry  a  man  to 
heaven,  bur  unlefs  one  has  morality,  in  the  root  and 
principje  at  leaft^  it  is  equally  true  he  can  never  gee 
there.  And  indeed  true  morality  never  is  alone  ; — ic 
is  the  infeperable  confequent  of  a  juftifying  faith, 
and  it  is  as  impofTible  that  one  fliould  be  w'iihou: 
the  other,  as  it  is  for  active  fire  to  be  without  heat, 
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or  for  an  animal  to  be  in  a  comfortable  Hate  of  health  j 
without  breath-.  I  gram  that  one  may  become  a  true  \ 
chriffian,  without  having  afterward  an  opportunity  I 
or  capacity  for  performing  external  a<5fs  of  obedience  I 
or  morality  •,  but  ftill  he  has  the  root  of  the  matter  1 
in  him  — he  has  that  principle  of  obedience  im-  i 
planted  in  his  heart,  which  naturally  tends  to  ope-  1 
rate,  and  would  be  more  or  lefs  influential,  were  there  | 
a  proper  call  to  exerciie.  And  fuch  as  knowingly  j 
and  habitually  indulge  themfelyes  in  the  negledt  of  ( 
their  duty,  tho’  in  the  fmallcfl:  inflanees,  have  realbn  4 
to  fufpeii  that  they  are  deftirute  of  that,  which  is  | 
necefTary  to  thei'f/w^of  a  chriffian.  For  the  oracles  \ 
of  eternal  truth  afTure  us,  that  if  any  man  hath  not  ] 
the  fpirit  of  Chrifl,  and  be  not  led  by  it,  he  is  none 
of  his  : — and  if  we  cannot  fay  with  the  Apoftle,  I 
delight  in  the  law  of  the  Lord  alter  the  inner  man,i.  c.  j 
my  very  foul  approves  of,  and  takes  pleafurc  in  obe¬ 
dience  to  it ;  it  is  certain  we  are  not  fubjedls  of  the  1 
golpel  falvation.  I 

V,  We  may  likewife  from  this  fubjecfl  fee,  in 
what  fenfe  good  w^orks  are  necefl'ary,  and  why  they 
fhould  be  preached  up  and  inculcated  upon  all  who 
hear  and  profefs  to  receive  the  gofpel. 

By  good  works  I  mean,  and  1  think  the  Bible 
means,  fuch  adions  as  the  law  requires,  done  from  a 
right  principle  and  tea  right  enej  viz.  from  a  principle 
of  faith  and  love,  and  a  regard  to  the  glory  of  God. 
^i'hefc  are  what  the  Icriptures  call  the  fruits  of  rightc- 
oufnefs,  and  the  fruits  of  the  fpirit,  as  they  arc  per¬ 
formed  in  obedience  to  a  righteous  law  •,  from  a  righ¬ 
teous  or  holy  difpofition  of  foul  ; — and  by  virtue  of 
union  with  Chriff,  and  the  afTiftances  of  the  holy  i 
fpirit  : — and  they  arc  necefTary  when  there  is  time 
and  capacity  for  them,  not  as  the  mcritcrious  caulc 

of 


efiahlijhed  by  Faith* 


I 


of  our  juflification  and  acceptance  to  life  eternal,  cf 
as  the  condition  of  the  covenant  of  works,  that  ha¬ 
ving  been  fulfilled  already  by  Chrifl:,  the  furety  of 
believers  :  but  they  are  necefTary,  as  the  evidence  and 
genuine  exprelTions  of  a  juftifying  faith  and  love  to 
God,  and  a  grateful  fenfeof  redeeming  goodnefs  :  or 
to  fpeak  more  in  the  language  of  the  text,  they  are 
necefifary  as  commanded  by  God,  in  the  moral  law, 
and  additionally  enforced  by  the  gofpel  of  his  grace  : 
and  I  may  fay,  they  are  necefifary  as  being  pare,  and 
no  fmall  part  neither,  of  the  falvation  from  which 
we  are  fallen  by  fin  and  to  which  we  arc  recovered  by 
Jefus  Chrift,  For  we  have  this  exprefs  teftimony, 
that  he  came  to  redeem  us  from  all  iniquity  and  purify 
to  himfelf  a  peculiar  people,  zealous  of  good  works. 

As  I  have  o  ten  faid,  the  falvation  purchafed  by 
Jefus  Chrifl:,  and  ofifered  in  the  gofpel,  confiftsof  two 
great  parts  or  branches,  viz.  juflification  and  fandi- 
fication  ; — both  which  tho’  in  different  refpeds,  are 
equally  necefifary  ;  as  by  the  former  we  are  reflored  to 
the  favour  of  God,  and  by  the  latter  are  recovered 
to  his  image.  The  former  is  a  relative  change,  or  a 
change  of  ftate  *,  the  latter  is  a  real  change,  or  a 
changeof  nature  ; — the  firfl  frees  us  from  the  condem¬ 
nation  of  hell,  and.  gives  us  a  title  to  Fleaven  :  the 
laft  difpofeth  and  qualifies  us  for  the  happinefs  of  that 
world.  Yea,  as  one  exprefiTes  it,  holinefs  ds  heavtn 
itfclf;  it  is  Heaven  begun  in  the  foul,  which  gives  the 
fubjed  of  ir,  a  relifli  and  capacity  for,  and  will  at 
length  introduce  him  to,  the  full  vifion  and  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  God  in  the  world  of  glory. 

Now  good  works  from  a  right  principle,  are  but 
the  various  branches  and  amiable  fruits  of  fandifi- 
cation,  fpringing  from  love  to  God  in  the  heart,  as 
its  root  :  and  therefore  if  none  of  thefe  branches  and 
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fruits  appear  in  the  life,  if  there  is  a  proper  feafon 
therefor,  it  is  a  pretty  c.-rtain  indication,  that  there  is 
no  living  root  to  produce  them  ;  that  the  perfon  is 
yet  in  his  fins  •,  is  fiill  unrenewed  in  the  temper  of  his 
mind  ;  has  never  been  born  again  by  the  agency  of 
the  divine  fpirit  and  confequently  cannot  fee  the  king¬ 
dom  of  God  :  I  am  fure  this  is  no  falfe  doilrine,  for 
it  is  what  our  blefied  Saviour  himfelf  has  taught  us 
in  theclearefi:  mannerjand  his  apoftles  after  him,  who 
having  laid  down  faith,  which  wcrketh  by  love,  as 
the  foundational^  the  mofl:  forceable  manner  exhort  to 
moral  duties  as  the  fuperfirudture  :  and  if  we  are  ex¬ 
horted  and  commanded  to  build  thereon,  it  is  at  our 
peril,  that  we  refufe. 

We  fee  then,  that  the  fault  of  what  is  commonly 
called  legal  preaching,  is  not  in  prefling  people  to 
moral  duties,  but  in  preffing  them,  In  a  wrong  view 
and  to  a  wrong  end  ;  viz.  as  tho*  they  were  toconfli- 
tute  our  juftifying  righceoufnefs  before  God,  and  were 
the  ground  of  our  acceptance  to  the  divine  favour* 

In  this  view  of  them,  they  are  to  be  difearded  and 
never  enforced  but  in  the  other  view  of  them  which  I 
have  been  confldeiing  viz.  as  evidences  ofajuflifying 
faith; — as  exprefiions  of  gratitude,  for  redeeming 
love  ;  and  required  by  the  moral  law,  as  a  rule  ot 
life  ; — I  fay  in  tbefe  views,  they  cannot  be  too  warmly 
recommended  and  inforced; — for  the  lips  of  our  blell- 
ed  mafler  himfelf,  have  folemnly  declared,  not  every 
one  that  faith  unto  me  Lord  !  Lord  ! 

Since  this  is  the  cafe  then 

(6)  How  abfur*d  erroneous  and  dangerous,  that 
antinomian  tenet  that  hclievsrs  arc  freed  from  all  obli- 
guions  to  the  moral  law  ;  or  at  leafl  arc  under  noeb- 
iigations  to  keep  it,  but  only  in  point  of  gratitude 
for  icJeeming  love — It  is  true  redeeming  love  ;s  a 
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fuperadded  obligation  to  obedience,  and  a  very  great 
and  powerful  one  too,  but  it  is  not  the  only  one  which 
lies  upon  them. — Their  old  obligation, as  the  creatures 
of  God^  remains  and  to  eternity  will  remain,  as  flrong 
as  ever  ;  unlefs  we  fiippofc  that  the  bcftowment  of 
new  favours,  releafes  from  all  obligation  for  thole  al« 
ready  received,  which  is  abominably  abfurd  and  ia  the 
prefent.cafe  extremely  dangerous  too  :  For  when 
once  men  have  got  a  notion,  that  the  law  is  cancelled 
and  made  void  even  as  a  rule  of  life,  it  is  not  very 
likely  their  gratitude  will  influence  them  to  that  hear¬ 
ty,  fleady,  univerfal  and  perftveringobedience,  which 
is  juflly  expe(fl:ed  and  required  of  them.  And  if  any 
are  fo  vain  as  to  think,  that  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrifl: 
will  faye  them,  while  they  live  in  the  neglect  oF  the 
moral  law,  and  treat  it  as  entirely  ufelefs  and  laid  afldc^ 
I  fear  thefe  their  uhlcriptural  hopes  of  heaven,  will 
foon  be  found  to  have  been  as  weak,  unprofitable  and 
mfig  nificant,  as  they  once  imagined  the  lav/  m  be. 

1  grant  indeed,  that  believers  are  faid  in  this  epiflie 
to  the  Romans,  and  elfewhere,  to  be  no  longer  under 
the  law, but  under  grace  ;  the  meaning  of  which  is,  that 
they  are  difeharged  from  the  moral  law  as  a  cove¬ 
nant  of  works,  and  from  the  ceremonial  kvv  entirely. 
In  every  view  of  it  whatever  /  bin  by  no  means  from 
the  moral  law,  as  a  rule  of  life  j  no,  that  remains  ia 
this  rerpeft  as  firm  as  Heaven  and  durable  as  eternity  : 
And  if  any  think  and  {peak  otherwifi*,  they  have  mofl: 
evidently  departed  from  that  form  of  found  words, 
which  is  delivered  us  ip  the  infpired  writ!  gs. — But  it 
is  time  to  draw  towards  a  clofe  of  the  fubjc£f 

From  what  has  been  faid  let  us  all  be  excited  earn- 
^  eflly  to  frck  after  juflification  and  falvation  in  his 
way  of  faith,  which  is  fo  glorious,  fo  gracious  and  fo 
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honorable  to  the  divine  law’.  It  is  no  breach  of  cha¬ 
rity  to  fuppofe  that  numbers  in  this  aiTembly  have 
Jived  hitherto  in  the  ncglcfl  of  it  ;  with  what  argu¬ 
ments  fliall  I  perfuade  you  to  ncgle^i:  and  delay  no 
longer  P  you  cannot  but  be  fcnfiblc  you  are  finners  in 
the  figlit  of  God,  and  that  therefore  his  violated  law 
condemns  you  as  fuch: — And  you  cannot  but  know, 
that  it  is  not  in  your  power  to  make  fatisfafhon  for 
your  fins, and  to  procure  foryour  (elves  a  legal  difeharge 
and  acquittance  from  punifhmcnt;  and  much  lefs  a 
title  to  the  heavenly  inheritance. 

What  then  is  to  be  done  ?  why  you  arc  to  believe 
in  the  Lord  jefus  Chrifl  ;  \ou  muft  fubmit  to  his 
perfect  righteoufners  for  jufiification  ;  at  the  fame 
time  devoting  yourfclves  to  his  fervi.cc,  to  live  in  all 
holy  obedience  to  his  commands. 

This  is  the  only  method  you  can  take  to  obtain  fal- 
vation  ;  and  there  needs  no  other,  this  is  fufficient : 
and  a  glorious  and  mod  gracious  W'ay  it  is  ;  and  a  way 
that  is  open  to  you  all ;  and  a  way  you  are  fully  in¬ 
vited  to  take  ;  a  way  you  are  commanded  to  take,  and 
which  you  cannot  refufe  without  the  bafeft  ingrati¬ 
tude,  the  mod  egregious  folly,  and  without  pulling 
down  on  your  felves  fwift  and  dreadful  dedruflion. 

Be  perfuaded  then  heartily  and  fpeedily  to  fall  in 
with  this  glorious  plan  of  our  recovery  revealed  and 
offered  in  the  gofpcl.  Witli  broken  and  contrite 
liearts  confefs,  bewail  and  for  fake  your  fins,  and  hum¬ 
bly  trud  the  Saviours  merits  for  their  remiffion.  Be 
importunate  in  \our  addrefies  to  the  throne  of  grace, 
that  the  fpotlefs  mediatorial  righteoiifnefs  of  Chrid 
may  be  imputed  to  you  for  judificafion,  and  that  you 
may  experience  a  faving  change  of  nature  from  fin  to 
hoiinefs,  by  the  influences  of  the  holy  Spirit  >  forming 
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I  you  to  a  God-like  temper,  and  chearful  difpofition  to 
!  live  in  obedience  to  all  the  divine  commands. 

\  This  is  an  affair  of  the  utmofl  importance  to  you, 
j  and  demands  your  prefent  and  mofi:  foUmn  attention. 
Delays  are  extreamly  hazardous  and  may  p  ove  fatal 
to  you,  and  inevitably  will  if  perfifled  in  till  that  aw- 

Iful  period,  which  a  fovereign  God  has  fixed,  as  the. 
utmofl:  limit  of  his  forbearance  wi  h  you.  If  ever 
therefore  you  defii  e  to  be  juilified  and  faved  by  Chrifl', 
it  concerns  you  to  be  cautious  of  delays  ;  and  it  equal¬ 
ly  concerns  you,  that  you  apply  to,  receive  and  de- 
I  pend  upon  him  on  gofpcl  terms;  to  rule  in  and  reign 

I  over,  as  well  as  to  deliver  and  fave  you.  Receive 

him  then  by  faith,  and  his  rightcoufnefs,  the  influen¬ 
ces  of  his  fpirit  and  the  whole  of  his  falvation  will  be 
yours  ; — but  refufe,  and  you  will  have  nothing  better 
to  plead  in  anfwcr  to  the  mofl  rigorous  demands  of 
the  broken  law,  than  your  own  defe£five  performan¬ 
ces,  which  alas!  will  be  of  no  avail.  Chrifl  muft  be 
made  to  you,  wifdom,  rightcoufnefs,  fan£lification  and 
redemption,  or  you  arc  loft  to  all  eternity. 

Fi  tally,  let  us  all  as  we  profefs  the  name  of  Chrifl:, 
be  careful  to  depart  from  all  iniquity  and  fludiousto 
maintain  good  works.  This  indeed  is  the  duty  of  all, 
be  they  who  they  will,  but  efpecially  of  profefling 
chriftians ; — and  as  we  have  the  honor  to  bear  the 
chriflian  name,  we  are  under  the  flrongefl:  ties  to  be 
holy,  even  as  he  who  has  called  us  is  holy;  and  to 
walk  in  newnefs  of  life  as  thofe  who  arc  alive  from 
I  the  dead.  ^ 

Let  us  ever  bear  in  mind,  that  one  main  end  for 
which  the  Son  of  God  cameand  ftiedhis  precious  bloodl 
V  was,  that  he  might  redeem  us  from  all  iniquity  and 
purify  to  himfeU  a  peculiar  people  zealous  of  good 
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works  ;  and  if  we  are  juflified  by  bis  righteournefs,  it 
is  with  a  view  to  our  being  fan6tified  by  his  fpirit  and 
brought  into  a  willing  fubjediion  to  his  holy  Jaw, 
which  he  requires  us  to  fet  before  us,  as  the  unalte¬ 
rable  rule  of  ou*  behaviour;  and  that  we  confcienti- 
oufly  (tudy  an  univerfal  conformity  to  it. 

Let  us  then  from  a  principle  of  gratitude,  from  a 
regard  to  the  glory,  as  weil  as  the  command  of  God, 
the  credit  of  religion,  and  our  own  prefent  peace  and 
furure  welfare,  be  excited  to  live  the  reft  of  our  time 
here  in  the  ftcfh,  not  toourfelves  but  to  our  God  and 
Saviour,  who  hath  done  fuch  great  things  for  us  — 
conftanrly  booking  to  Heaven  for  affiftancc,  and  to 
rhe  Redeemers  merits  for  acceptance  ;  that  fo  at  length 
ihro*  the  riches  of  divine  grace,  we  may  have  the  hap- 
pinefs  to  be  faluted  with  ‘'well  done  good  and  faith¬ 
ful  fervants,  enter  ye  into  the  joy  of  yourLord’\ 
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Untojou  therefore  which  believe^  he  is  precious 


;®^!^@®Otwithftanding  ihe  bleffed  Jefus  is  dc- 
ipiied  and  ncgle6led  by  the  generality 
of  mankind,  yet,  blcffedbe  God,  there 
is  a  little  number,  to  whom  he  is  pre- 
'5^)  cious  :  in  whofe  account  he  is  the 
chief  eft  of  ten  thoufand  and  altogether  lovely.  And 
would  you  know  who  they  are,  that  thus  prize  the 
redeemer  f  the  Apoftle  anfwers  in  our  text,  thev  arc 
they  who  believe  in  him.  Unto  you  therefore  which 
believe  he  is  precious 

In  diicourling  from  the  words,  I  ftiall  endeavour 
to  fhe^v  in  the  firft  place,  what  we  are  to  under- 
ftand  by  believing  in  Chrift,  and '  fecondly,  wi^y  or 
on  what  accounts  Jefus  Chrift  is  precious  to  believers, 
'  - 1.  1  am  to  fay  fomething  of  the  nature  of  faith 

or  believing  in  Chrift.  Fatih  properly  (peaking  is  a 

t  3  giving 


1 


8^  ^efus  Cbrijl 

giving  credit  to,  or  relying  upon  the  tcflimony  of  ano^ 
ther  : —  And  it  may  be  varfoiifly  denominated,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  nature,  importance,  and  demands  of  the 
tetlimony.  — If  the  icOimony  or  thing  to  be  believed 
be  only  a  bare  fimple  truth,  fupported  with  lufhcicnt 
evidence,  but  in  which  1  have  no  manner  of  concern, 
it  demands  only  my  underftanding  ;  and  believing  it, 
implies  no  more,  than  the  afTent  of  the  mind, 
Bur,  if  the  thing  teftifyed  be  likewife  the  property  of 
X  goodnefs,  as  the  objc£f  of  favingfaith  is,  then  it  equal¬ 
ly  demands  the  choice  of  the  will  ;  and  1  cannot  be¬ 
lieve  fully  in  that  object  or  what  is  tcltifycd  about  it, 
unlefs  I  not  onlyaflent  to  it  as  true,  but  al(b  embrace  it 
with  my  will,  the  eledfivc  faculty,  feeing  it  is  equal¬ 
ly  an  objc£f  of  both. 

And  this  exercifeof  the  whole  foul  towards  Jefus 
Chrill  and  the  record  which  God  1;;  s  given  concern" 
ing  him,  is  what  we  call  favirg  faith,  of  w'hich  1  am 
now  to  Ipcak  ;  and  as  I  would  treat  it  in  a  very  prac¬ 
tical  way,  1  fl  ail  define  or  deferibe  it  thus. 

Faith  in  Jefus  Chriff  is  Inch  a  firm  perfwafion  of 
bis  ability  and  wiiiingnefs  to  fave  finners,  even  all 
that  apply  to  him,  as  difpofeth  i.  e  loul  to  trulf  in,  ^ 
and  rely  upon  him  alone  for  falvation.  Or  it  is  a 
»  folemn  betrufling  and  committing  of  the  foul  into 
Chrifl’s  hands,  to  be  faved  by  him,  in  h^s  own  appoin¬ 
ted  way,  frtm  a  lively  and  diftreffing  fenfe  of  our 
pcrifhing  need  of  him  ;  a  lo  id  knowledge  and  belief 
of  his  power  and  readinefs  o  fave  even  me^  and  an 
hearty  defire  to  be  a  partaker  of  his  whole  falvation 
from  fin,  as  well  as  from  l,e  1.  This  commit  men'  of 
the  loul  to  Chrilt,  or  believing  in  him,  which  is  the 
fame  thing,  implies  as  I  faid  before,  a  full  conviflion 
of  our  need  of  Chrilt ;  a  view  and  belief  of  his  al  fiiffi-  \ 

ciency  and  wiiiingnefs  ;  and  a  perlonal  acceptr  r.ee  i 
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!•  Believing  in  ChriQ  implies  in  it,  a  clear  fiaht 
and  full  eonvidfion  of  our  loif  and  undone  condirion 
by  nature,  and  of  our  extreme  periflAn^  nccij  of 
Chrift  *,  the  wnole  need  not  a  pTiyfician,  hut  ihc  fick  : 
Before^the  (inner  will  be  brough.  to  receive  Chrift 
and  truft  in  him  alone  for  (alvation,  he  muft  be  made 
deeply  fenfible  of  his  wretched  and  helplcfs  condi¬ 
tion  without  him  : — He  muft  fee  and  feel,  as  the 
fcriptiire  reprefents  it,  that  he  is  poor,  and  mif'erable, 
and  wretched,  and  blind  and  naked  : — That  he  is 
guilty,  polluted  and  miferable,  and  withal  unable  to 
help  himfelf: — Thai  he  is  dead  in  trerpalTes  and  fins  : 
Tharhe  is  condemned  by  the  righteous  law  of  God, 
and  under  a  fentence  of  eternal  death,  which  he  hath 
no  power  to  efcape. 

To  give  a  perfon  fucb  a  (ight  of  himfelf,  and  of 
the  truth  of  his  ftate,  is  the  proper  work  of  the  law, 
applied  to  the  (inners  confcience,  by  the  fpirit  of  the 
Lord,  as. a  fpirit  of  bondage,  in  which  cafe  the  law 
ferves  as  a  fchool  mafter  to  bring  us  to-  Jefus  Chrift, 
whojs  the  end  of  the  law  for  righteoufnefs,  to  every 
one  that  belie  eih.  Now  the  finncr  is  filled  with  the 
moft  diftrcffing  fear  and  anguifti  of  foul,  and  cries  out 
with  anxiety,  what  muft  1  do  to  be  faved?  He  fees 
himfelf  expofed  to  the  wrath  of  God  every  moment, 
and  that  unlcfs  fovcrcign  mercy  prevents',  he*  muff 
inevitably  perifti. 

His  own  righteoufners  he  fees  to  be  but  as  fi'tliy 
.rags,  and  therefore  rejedfs  it  with  abhorrence,  ai^d 
goes  out  of  himfelf,  and  is  willing  to  accept  of  relief 
from  any  quarter  : — And  blefted  be  Godl  there  is 
full  relief  provided  ;  for  he  hath  laid  help  upon  one 
mighty  to  fave. 

11.  Believing  in  Chrift  implies  in  it,  a  knowledge 
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and  belief  of  his  all-fufficiency  and  fulnefs,  as  a  reme¬ 
dy  of  God’s  own  providing',  everyway  accommodated 
to  the  (inner’s  neceffity.  He  beholds  h  m  as  the  lamb 
of  God,  that  taketh  away  the  fin  of  the  world  ;  who 
by  his  perfcifl:  obedience  and  fuffering  in  onr  nature, 
has  fully  anfwered  all  the  demands  of  the  law,  and 
brought  in  an  cverlafling  righteoufnefs  for  (inner s  ; 
and  that  God  is  in  him  reconciling  the  world  unto 
himfelf,  nor  imputing  their  trcfpafTcs. 

He  views  him  with  pardons  for  the  chief  of  finners, 
and  with  a  perfc<fl  righteoufnefs  wh'ch  the  law  ac¬ 
cepts,  and  in  which  he  may  with  boldnefs  and  fafety, 
appear  before  a  holy  God  ; — And  withal,  he  is  ful¬ 
ly  perfwadei  of  his  willingnefs  to  exert  all  his  pow’cr 
jn  his  favour.  He  believes  the  truth  of  thofe  graci¬ 
ous  invitations  "Ho  every  one  that  thirfleth,  let  him 
come  unto  me  and  drink. — Come  u'  lo  me  all  ye  that 
labour  and  are  heavy  laden, and  I  will  give  you  reff. — 
And  him  that  cometh  unto  me.  I  will  in  no  wife  caft 
out.  And  he  confiders  this  almighty  Saviour,  that  is 
fo  able  and  willing,  as  one,  whom  God  tlv  Father  has 
appointed  and  f  nt  into  the  world  for  thi«;  very  pur- 
pole,  viz  to  favc  finn  rs  ;  and  thitt  he  is  freely  g  ven 
and  granted  to  them,  in  the  mol  indefinite  and  unli¬ 
mited  terms  and  that  all  are  welcome  to  him,  and  have 
th  erefo  efull  and  fufficient  warrant  to  believe  in  him. 

JL.afliy,  Believing  in  Jefus  Chrifl  implies  in  it,  a 
pcrfoual  acceptance  of  him,  according  to  the  charac- 
tc  given  of  him  in  the  gofpcl  for  my  Saviour y  or  a 
confent  that  he  lliall  be  all  to  me,  which  God  defign- 
ed  he  fliould  be. 

When  a  (inner  has  been  cnlightned  by  the  fpir*t  of 
God,  to  fee  himfelf  in  an  undone  and  helplefs  con¬ 
dition^  expofed  to  the  wrath  and  curfe  of  God,  and 
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unable  to  help  himfelf ;  and  wiihal  has  had  a  view 
of  the  glorious  remedy  which  God  has  provided  and 
exhibited  in  the  gofpel  foffinners,  and  which  he  free- 
'  Jy  offers  to  all, and  to  him  in  particular,  he  withthank- 
j  fulncfs  and  joy  embraces  him  as  his  Saviour,  and  up- 

^  on  the  warrant  of  the  gofpel,  truQs  in  and  depends 

»  on  him  for  reliefs  and  commits  his  foul  with  all  his 

I  infinite  concerns,  into  his  hands,  to  be  pardoned  and 
i  faved,  and  difpofed  of  juft  as  he  pleafes. 

^  He  takes  the  Saviour  in  all  his  offices,  as  his  pro- 
I  phet,  prieft  and  king,  and  is  fincercly  defirous  to  be 
I  intcrerted  in  his  whole  falvation,  holinefs  as  well  as 
i  happinefs,  and  is  as  willing  to  be  ruled  by  his  laws, 
t  as  faved  by  his  death, 

t  And  this  a£t  of  receiving  Jefus  Chrift  implies  in  ir, 
I  a  firm  reliance  upon  him  for  the  whole  of  that  falva- 

I  tion  which  the  finner  wants,  and  fo  it  is  accompanied 

I  with  a  good  hope  and  expc£tation  of  it  ; — and  this 
{  gives  eafe  and  relief  to  the  foul  ; — produces  a  plea- 
^  ling  calm  and  quietnefs  within,  and  fills  the  foul  with 
I  thankful nefs  and  love  to  his  heavenly  Father  and 
i  Redeemer  ;  and  at  the  fame  time  with  the  utmoftaver- 
t  fion  to  fin,  and  excites  the  mofl  ardent  longings  and 
I  breathings  after  holinefs. 

Thus  I  have,  tho’  in  a  very  poor  and  imperfeft 
manner,  endeavoured  to  deferibe  to  you  the  nature 
i  of  faving  faith  : — It  implies  a  deep  convi£fion  of  onr 
guilty,  wretched  and  hclplefs  condition  by  nature,  and 
the  perifliing  need  we  fland  in  of  Chrift  : — A  (olid 
knowledge  and  belief  of  his  ability  and  willingnefs 
I  to  fave  finners,  and  even  me  among  the  reft  ;  and  a 
,  per  Tonal  acceptance  of  him,  upon  the  warrant  of  the 
^  gofpel,  and  according  to  the  charafler  therein  given 
of  him,  for  my  ^av\our\ 
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II,  I  come  now  lecondly,  to  fhew  why,  or  on 
what  accounts,  Jcfus  Chrift  is  precious  to  believers  ; 
unto  you  therefore  which  believe  he  is  precious  — 
That  which  makes  any  thing  valuable  in  our  account 
and  for  which  we  prize  it,  is  either  (ome  intrinfick 
beauty  and  excellence  wedifeover  in  it,  or  its  impor¬ 
tance  with  refpe^I  to  us,  and  the  advantage  we  have 
received  or  hope  to  receive  by  it  : — and  the  greater 
its  inward  worth  and  excellence  appears  to  be,  the 
more  we  are  fenfible  of  our  dcpendance  upon  it,  and 
the  greater  the  benefits  we  have  received  or  hope  to 
enjoy  by  it  arc  ;  the  greater  will  be  our  eflcem  of  it, 
and  proportionable  to  thefc  confiderations,  will  it  be 
precious  to  us. 

Now  Jefus  Chrift  is  incomparably  precious  to  be¬ 
lievers, on  all  thefe  accounts  and  on  every  other.  They 
have  been  enlightned  to  behold  his  divine  beauty  and 
amiablenefs,  histranfeendent  worth  and  excellence  : — 
Thvy  have  been  brought  to  a  fight  and  fenfe  ot  their 
abfolute  need  of  him  : — And  the  benefits  they 
have  already  received  from  him,  and  exped  farther 
to  receive,  are  unfpeakably  great,  and  therefore  the 
Redeemer  muft  needs  be  exceeding  high  in  their 
efteern,  and  inexpreftibly  dear  to  them.  When  the 
W'eary  heavy  laden  foul,  that  was  opprefied  wdh  an 
infnpportable  weight  of  g'-ilt,  and  faw  itfelf  finking 
into  the  bottomlefs  pit  of  deftrudion,  and  but  a  ftep 
bctvv  en  it  and  eternal  tuin,  has  found  relief  in  Chrift 
and  been  eafed  of  it's  burden,  and  plucked  as  a  brand 
out  of  the  burning,  O  how  precious  the  deliverer  ? 
the  foul  hat  has  been  thusrefeued  from  the  very  jaws 
of  deftrudion  and  filled  with  joy  and  peace  in  believing, 
is  fo  ranfported  with  gratitude  and  praife,  that  he 
hardly  knows  how  to  contain  himfelf  \ — he  wants 

words 
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words  to  exprefs  his  obligations  to  his  kind  bcnefa£)-or, 
and  the  cftcem  he  has  ot  him,  and  cries  out  in  the 
language  of  a  iWtet  finger  of  our  ifrael  ! 

‘‘  My  Saviour,  my  almighty  Friend  I 
“  when  1  begin  thy  praile. 

Where  will  the  growing  numbers  end, 

“  the  numbers  of  thy  Grace  P 
He  appears  all  over  glorious  in  the  believer"  eyes, 
the  chiefeil  of  ten  thoufand  and  altogether  hiVcly. 
And  he  adopts  the  endearing  larjgu‘ige  of  the  ipnule, 
this  is  my  beloved,  and  this  is  my  friend.  Now  he 
adores  and  admir.  s  him, 

I.  For  what  he  is  in  himfelF,  the  brightnefs  of 
Lis  Father’s  glory  .and  the  exprefs  image  of  hispetfon, 
full  of  grace  and  truth  ;  in  whofe  mylUrio  s  perfon, 
all  divine  and  human  excellencies  meet  and  center  ; 
and  in  whom  dwells  the  fulnefs  o  the  God-head  bo¬ 
dily.  As  God,  he  is  pofTefTed  of  all  the  divine  attri¬ 
butes,  and  fo  worthy  of  our  higaed  venerarion  and 
eftcein.  And  as  man,  all  the  excellencies  of  the  hu¬ 
man  nature  center  in  him,  without  any  of  its  de  ling 
ffains  ; — He  is  Immanuel.  God  with  us  having  all 
the  fufficiency  of  thedciiy  dwelling  in  him  andcommu- 
nicat^tS^'his  people  according  to  the  r  necefTiiics  And 
the  feveral  mediatorial  offices,  with  which  he  is  inveded, 
renderhim  peculiarly  amiable  and  precious  to  believers 
as  he  is  thereby  perFe(d!y  well  accomplidied  for  their 
falvaiion  in  all  the  parts  of  if.  As  a  prophet,  he  is 
able  to  relieve  our  ignorance  *,  as  a  pried  to  atone  for 
our  fins,  and  reconcile  us  to  God;  and  as  a  king,  to 
fubduc  us  to  himfelf,  and  flay  all  our  enemies  within 
and  without,  to  prorefl  defend  and  condmd  us  ^afe  to 
glory  — In  a  word,  the  believer  fees  Jefus  Chrid  to 
be  jud  fuch  a  Saviour  as  he  wants. 


And 


92 


Jefus  Cbrijl 

And  what  heightens  his  joy  and  raifcshiserteem  of 
him  flill  higher  is,  that  he  is  appointed  and  comminTi- 
oned  by  the  Father  to  redeem  and  fave  ioft  finners  ; 
andfo  has  not  only  all  thofe  perfonal  qualifications 
which  are  requifite  to  the  accompliflimenc  of  fo  kind 
and  important  a  defign,  but  is  invefied  with  full  au¬ 
thority  to  improve  ail  his  abilities  in  our  favour.  O 
fays  the  believer,  juft  fuch  a  Saviour  l*want. —  I  fee 
in  him  every  thing  my  cafe  calls  for  ; — He  is  able  to 
relieve  me^  under  all  my  ftraits  and  difficulties. 
Am  I  ignorant  of  God  and  divine  things  ?  He  is  the 
wonderful  Councellor,  and  has  infinite  ftores  of  wif- 
dom  and  knowledge. — Am  1  a  weak  ai  d  helplcfs 
worm  ?  He  is  the  almighty  God. —  Am  1  guilty,  and 
expofed  to  the  curfes  of  the  broken  law  ?  He  has  par¬ 
don  for  the  chief  of  finners,  and  is  able  to  make  re¬ 
conciliation  to  God  for  me,fince  he  has  fatisfied  all 
the  demands  of  the  law,  and  made  it  honourable.  Is 
my  nature  polluted  and  defiled  w’ith  fin  P  his  vi^lo- 
rious  grace  is  fufficient  to  renew  and  fan£fify  m^,and 
his  blood  cleanfcth  from  ail  fin.  Am  I  liable  to  break 
my  peace  with  God,  by  new  offences  ?  He  is  a  pow¬ 
erful  advocate  at  the  Father’s  right  hand.  Am  1  a 
poor  frail  dying  creature,  that  muft  foon  leawj  the 
world,  and  enter  upon  an  unfeen  and  an  untried  ftatc, 
where  all  will  be  new  and  ftrangc  to  me  I  He  lives 
forever,  and  has  the  keys  of  death  and  the  unfeen 
world. and  is  able  to  take  care  of  my  departing  fpirir,and 
conduO  it  fafe  to  the  regions  of  immortal  blifs.  And 
he  is  full  of  compaffif  n  and  goodnefs,  and  willing  to 
undertake  for  me,  and  is  faithful  to  keep  whatever  I 
commit  to  him;  and  therefore  he  is  worthy  of  the  great- 
eft  efteem  and  the  moft  affe^lionate  regard  from  me; 
his  divine  glciies  claim  my  higheft  praife. 
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II.  JcfuS  Chrift  is  precious  to  believers, on  account  of 
what  he  has  done  and  fuffered  for  them,  and  the  mar¬ 
vellous  condefccnflon  and  love  which  he  manifefted 
therein.  How  difmal  was  our  cc  ndinon  by  the  fall ! 
and  how  wretched  and  forlorn  fiiould  we  have  been, 
had  not  the  divine  Redeemer  appeared  for  our  relief ! 
we  were  guilty  before  God,  and  under  his  righteous 
difpleafure,  and  a  fentence  of  death  had  gone  out 
againfl  us  for  our  rebellion,  and  we  bad  no  way  of 
helping  ourfelvcs,  but  mud  have  fallen  victims  toin- 
cenfed  judicc,  had  not  Jefus  Chrid  interpofed  to  pre¬ 
vent  it.  When  the  fatal  blow  was  aimed,  and  would 
in  a  moment  have  crulhed  us  to  death,  the  compalTio- 
nate  Redeemer  cries  out,  **  upon  me  let  thy  vengeance 

fall,  here  (heath  thy  dreadful  fword,  and  fparethe 
“  guilty  rebels’’. 

A  dupid  ungrateful  world  can  behold  this  kind  In- 
terpofition  with  a  cold  indifference,  as  tho’  it  was  a 
fmall  and  trivial  affair,  that  fcarcely  deferved  their 
notice.  But  the  believer  receives  it  in  another  light, 
he  fees  infinite  condefeention  and  love  herein,  and  feels 
himfelf  laid  under  the  dronged  obligations  hereby,  to 
his  almighty  friend  and  kind  benefaftor,  and  does  not 
know  how  to  exprefs  his  thankfulnefs  to  him>  A 
confideracion  of  what  the  dear  redeemer  has  done  and 
fuffered  in  order  to  his  deliverance  and  falvacion, 
fees  all  the  fprings  of  gratitude  a  float,  and  fills  him 
with  thankful  adonifhment  and  furprize. 

He  with  pleafing  wonder  beholds  him  in  his  early 
engagements  with  the  Father,  when  in  the  counfel  of 
peace  that  was  between  them,  he  confented  to  be¬ 
come  a  fervant,  to  make  his  foul  an  offering  for  fm 
and  thereby  to  reconcile  us  to  God.  He  views  him 
fn  the  fulnefs  of  time  adlually  fulfilling  his  engage-  * 
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ments ;  appparing  in  our  nature  *,  obeying  the  law  in 
our  room  and  ftead  *,  enduring  the  contradidioiv  of 
finners  againil  himfeh,  and  iutFeiing  from  every 
quarter,  and  in  every  part.  They  follow  him  from 
his  cradle  to  the  grave,  and  with  the  warmell  grari- 
tude  conlidcr  his  labours,  and  toils,  ai  d  fatigues  •,  his 
groans, and  agonies,  and  Oying  blood  They  vi^  w  h  m 
upon  the  crois,  expiring  a  I’acrifire  for  the  fios  of  the 
world  : — I  hey  folio sv  him  to  the  t(;mb,  a:  d  view 
the  Lord  of  life  and  glory  laid  in  he  dcdl.  —  But 
anon  he  burfts  the  bands  ot  death  afunder,  and  ha¬ 
ving  paid  the  price  of  our  redemption,  rdes  trium¬ 
ph  ifU  to  heaven,  where  he  ever  lives  to  make  inter- 
cefTion  for  us,  and  to  carry  on  and  compleat  the  gra* 
-cious  defign  of  his  incarnation. 

And  was  all  this  done  for  me,  fays  the  believer, 
and  for  fuch  hell-deferving  creatures  as  1  am  ^  did 
one  fo  great,  floopfo  low  for  creatures  lb  unworthy  ? 
How  unfpeakably  am  I  obliged  to  the  condefeeud- 
ing  Redeemer,  for  fuch  unequalled  and  unmerited 
goodnefs,  as  he  hath  (hewn  me  ?  I  was  in  a  ftate  of 
guilt  and  mifery,  fays  the  believer,  expofed  to  the  cur¬ 
ies  of  the  broken  law,  and  the  Son  of  God  in  infinite 
compafTion  redeemed  me  from  the  curfe  of  the  law, 
by  being  made  a  curfe  for  me. — I  was  fhut  up  in  the 
prifon  of  divine  jullicc,  and  he  paid  in  blood  a  ran- 
fom  tor  my  difeharge,  and  fet  me  at  liberty.  J  w'as  a 
captive  to  fatan,  and  he  broke  my  chains,and  refeued 
me  from  the  jaws  of  the  devourer.  1  was  caft  out  of 
God’s  favour,  and  under  f.is  righteous  dilplrafure, 
and  thcRedeemer  procured  leconciliation for  me  with 
his  blood.  1  was  dead  in  trelpolTes  and  fins,  and  he. 
quickn  d  me.  and  made  me  alive  unto  God.  1  waf . 
blind  and  naked  and  ftaiving,  and  he  gave  me  fight 

and 
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and  clothed  and  fed  me.  O  how  am  I  indebted  to 
him  /  and  that  he  fliould  (ingle  out  me  too,  from  a- 
mong  others,  and  make  me  a  fubjedl  ot  his  rich  grace, 
while  he  part  by  many  others  as  good  and  better  than 
myfeir,  and  left  them  to  periHiin  their  fins  and  wilful 
oppofition  to  him,  why  me  Lord  !  why  me  ?  Blefled 
Jefus,  thy  goodnefs  affonifhes  me  / — O  let  me  love 
(bee !  let  me  love  ibee  ! 

III.  Jefus  Chrid  is  precious  to  believers,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  what  he  is  dill  doing  ;  and  has  engaged  dill 
farther  to  do  for  them.  Though  he  is  now  in  heaven, 
he  is  dill  carrying  on  the  great  defignupon  which  he 
came  into  the  world  ;  \ox having  loved  bis  oivn^  he  loves 
them  to  the  end^  and  is  continually  employed  in  the 
bufinefs  of  their  falvation.  As  their  advocate  at  the 
Father’s  right  hand,  he  pleads  their  caufe,  prefents 
their  petitions  and  requeds,  and  procures  audience 
and  acceptance  lor  them.  And  as  the  great  gover¬ 
nor  of  the  world,  who  is  given  to  be  head  over  all 
things  to  the  ^hurch  ,  he  over  rules  and  manages  all 
affairs,  both  in  the  kingdom  of  providence  and  grace, 
for  the  good  of  his  chofen  ones,  and  in  a  wife  fubfer- 
vicncey  to  the  great  defigns  of  his  love  and  grace  to¬ 
wards  them.  And  by  his  fpirit  which  dwells  in  the 
hearts  of  believers,  he  is  daily  carrying  on  his  work 
within  them,  and  making  them  more  and. more  meet 
to  bepartakers  of  the  inheritance  of  the  faints  in  light. 
He  is  ever  at  work  for  them,  and  whar  he  has  be¬ 
gun  he  will  go  through  and  accomplifh. 

Has  he  begun  a  work  of  grace  in  their  hearts  ?  he 
will  maintain  the  vital  principle  and  fulfil  in  them 
all  the  good  plcafure  of  his  goodnefs,  and  the 
.work  of  faith  with  power.  Has  he  united  believers 
to  himfclf  by  a  true  and  Jiving  faith,  and  thereby  be¬ 
come 
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come  ihcir  vital  head,  and  the  fource  and  prmcrple 
of  their  divine  life  and  a(5riviry  ?  he  will  afford  them 
all  needed  grace  and  flrength  and  nourifhimenr,  and 
they  fh all  grow  up  into  him  in  all  things  ^  which  is  the 
head^  even  Ckrifi^  until  they  arrive  at  the  fulnefs  of 
the  meafure  of  perfed  ones  in  Chrift  Jefus. 

H4S  the  Lord  Jefus  taken  belicvtrs  under  his  pe¬ 
culiar  care,  and  engaged  to  fee  them  forth  coming  at 
the  great  Day  ?  he  will  never  leave  nor  forf>ke  them 
but  will  be  their  conftant  Guardian,  through  a  dan¬ 
gerous  and  an  enfnaring  world,  and  will  let  no  fatal 
evil  befall  them  ;  he  will  flrengthen  them  to  every 
duty,  fupport  them  under  every  trouble,  and  fereea 
them  from  all  harm  *,  in  fix  troubles  and  in  feven  he 
will  be  with  them, and  will  make  even  theirafflidions 
promote  the  bed  inrerefls  of  their  fouls, and  work  cue 
tor  them  a  far  more  exceeding  and  an  eternal  weight 
of  glory ;  for  he  has  promifed  that  all  things  fliall  work 
together  for  good  to  them  that  love  him.  Flc  will  pro¬ 
vide  for  their  comfortable  fubfidance  in  this  their  pil¬ 
grimage  date, and  when  they  come  to  the  clofe  of  li‘e, 
and  arecalled  to  pafs  through  the  gloomy  vale,  as  the 
good  fhepherd,  he  will  be  with  them  there  with  his  rod 
and  daff  to  comfort  and  fupport  them, and  guard  them 
from  all  the  evils  and  dangersof  the  pafiage,  and  tho* 
they  walk  thro’ the  valley  of  the  fhadow  ot  death,  they 
fhallfear  noevil, forGod  is  with  them.  And  when  their 
fpirits  have  taken  their  dight  into  the  unfeen  world, 
he  will  receive  them  info  the  embraces  of  his  love, 
and  admit  them  to  the  joys  of  his  prefence,  where' 
dow  rivers  of  plcafure  for  evermore.  And  their  bo¬ 
dies  which  lye  deeping  in  the  grave,  fhall  be  the  care 
and  charge  cf  the  Redeemer  thro*  all  the  intermedi¬ 
ate  date,  and  at  the  found  of  the  lad  trumpe%  Oiall 
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Be  r^ifed  from  their  darkfbmc  prifbns,  in  new  and  glo- 
"rious  forms,  clothed  with  immortal  bloom,  and  vi¬ 
gour,  and  again  united  to  their  fpirits,  never  to  part 
more.—  And  at  the  great  decifive  day,  when  the  whole 
aflembled  world  (hall  (land  at  the  awful  bar  of  God, 
and  hear  their  final  doom,  their  Redeemer  and  Judge 
will  publickly  own  and  confer  the  mofi  fignal  honours 
upon  them. — He  will  place  them  at  his  right  hand, 
and  they  (hall,  with  tranfporting  joy,  hear  that  blefied 
fentence  pronounced  from  his  lips,  come  ye  bJeficd 
of  ray  father,  inherit  the  kingdom  prepared  for  you 
before  the  foundation  of  the  world. — All  this,  and 
infinitely  more  than  a  frail  mortal  can  cxprefs,  has 
Jefus  Chriif  engaged  and  promifed  to  believers,  and 
he  is  faithful  to  his  engagements,  and  will  difappoiot 
none  that  put  their  trufi  in  him. 

The  believers  hopes  are  full  of  immortality,  and 
he  is  beholden  to  the  Son  of  God,  for  the  bright  and 
tranfporting  profpe£l  which  he  has  before  him.  The 
blefied  Jefus  is  the  foundation  of  all  his  hopes, — the 
fpringof  all  hisjoys,his  life,  his  all ;  take  awayChrifi, 
and  the  believer  has  nothing  left ;  hi^  only  dependance 
for  time  and  e  ernity  is  upon  him,  and  therefore  he  is 
infinitely  precious  to  him. — Chrifi  has  every  thing  to  ' 
recommend  him  to  our  love  and  efteem  ;-^He  has  all 
the  perfections  of  a  God,  in  conjunction  with  every 
human  excellence  to  attraCt  our  regard  ;  and  he  is  the 
only  medium  of  our  happinefs,  for  there  is  no  other 
name  given  under  heaven  among  men,  whereby  we 
can  be  faved. — And  what  he  has  done  and  fuffered  for 
our  fakes,  is  (till  doing,  and  will  further  do  for  us, 
if  vve  belong  to  him,  lays  ns  under  the  firongell 
'  obligations  to  love  and  gratitude  ;  and  upon  all  thefe 
accounts,  if  we  truly  bel  eve  on  him,  he  is  and  ever 
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will  be  dear  to  us.  But  it 4s  impofliblc  to  difplay  all 
the  divine  glories  and  excellencies  of  the  Redeemer, 
which  render  him  amiable  and  precious  in  the  believers 
eyes  ; — His  beauties  are  infinite,  and  the  more  we 
dwell  upon  them,  the  more  glorious  and  incompre- 
henfible  they  appear.  I  have  endeavoured  to  lifp  out 
a  few  things  upon  the  fubjcifl,  but  fo  far  am  I  from 
having  exhaufied  it,  that  I  have  hardly  entered  into  it. 
— I  have  left  a  thoufand  things  unfaid,  and  mufi  leave 
them,  for  JefusChrift  is  altogether  lovely. — And  after 
all  that  I  have  faid  or  can  fay  upon  the  delightful 
theme,  you  may  each  of  you  fay  even  noWf  and  much 
more  when  you  come  to  behold  the  dear  Redeemer 
face  to  face,  a.^d  feaft  upon  his  divine  glories  in  the 
heavenly  world,  the  one  half  was  not  told  me. 

What  remains  is  a  brief  improvement.  And, 

1. )  From  what  we  have  heard,  we  may  learn  the 
true  reafon  w^hy  Jefus  Chrift  is  fb  little  efieemed  by 
the  generality  oF  mankind,  viz.  becaufe  fo  few  be¬ 
lieve  on  him. — It  is  faith  that  makes  Chrifi  precious, 
and  where  that  is  wanting,  he  is  of  courfe  neglected 
and  fet  at  nought.  Sinners  will  not  believe  that  he 
is  fuch  an  excellent  and  amiable  being  as  he  is 
reprefented  to  be,  and  as  he  really  is,  and  that  they 
ftand  in  fuch  defperate  need  of  him  as  they  do. 
They  think  they  can  do  well  enough  without  him, 
at  lead  for  the  prefenr,  and  therefore  they  make 
little  or  no  account  of  him. 

2. )  Let  us  then,  in  the  next  place,  all  impartially 
examine  onrfelves,  and  alk  our  confciences  this  one 
plain  queflion,  Do  we  truly  believe  in  Jefus  Chrilt  ? 
and  is  he  thereby  become  precious  to  us  have  we 
ever  been  brought  to  fee  our  perifhing  need  of  him  ^ 
have  w’e  fctn  ourfclves  to  be  guilty,  polluted,  and 
condemned  criminals,  under  a  righteous  fentence  of 

death, 
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death,  and  withall  unable  by  all  our  prayers  and 
tears  and  our  ut mod  efforts  tohelp  ourfelves  ?  Havewc 
feen  the  jiiftice  of  God  in  our  condemnation,  and 
been  brought  to  lye  at  the  foot  of  fovereign  mercy  ? 
acknowledging  that,  if  ever  we  are  faved,  it  muft  be 
owing  entirely  to  free  and  unmerited  grace,  in  and 
through  a  Redeemer,  without  any  worthinefs  or  merit 
of  our  own  to  recommend  us  to  God.  And  have  we, 
from  a  believing  view  of  the  all-fufficicncy  and  wil- 
Jingnefs  of  Jefus  Chrift  to  fave  even  the  chief  of  fin- 
ners,  committed  our  fouls,  with  alf  our  immortal  in- 
terefts,  into  his  hands,  with  a  firm  reliance  upon  him 
alone  for  falvation,  in  his  own  appointed  way,  with¬ 
out  any  dependance  on  our  own  righteoufnefs,  as  a 
recom mending  quality  ?  If  our  confciences  anfwer  in 
the  affirmative,  let  us  inquire  yet  farther,  what  arc 
the  genuine  fruits  and  effc<ds  of  our  receiving  the 
Lord  Jefus  Chrifl  by  faith  Is  our  faith  a  dead,  in- 
affivc  principle  ?  or  does  it  work  by  love  ?  docs  it 
purify  the  heart,  and  overcome  the  world  ?  And  does 
it  make  the  Redeemer  precious  to  us  ?  the  chiefeff  of 
ten  thoufandsand  altogether  lovely  Do  wc  prize  him 
in  all  his  offices,  and  all  his  charafters  ?  Do  wc  readily 
and  chearfully  fubmit  to  his  inftru£lions  ;  bow  to  his 
authority  and  will,  and  yield  up  ourfelves  to  his  di- 
reftlon  and  difpofal  I 

And  how  does.(  ur  love  to  Jefus  Chrift  exprefs  ir- 
felf  ?  Is  he  the  object  of  our  frequent  and  delightful 
meditations  ?  Do  our  thoughts  often  afeend  to  him, 
and  with  facred  pleafure  dwell  upon  the  glories  of  his 
per  on,  and  the  wonders  of  his  love  ?  Is  it  become 
our  conftant  care  to  pleafe  him  in  all  we  do  ?  and 
are  wc  zealoufly  and  heartily  engaged  to  promote  the 
interefls  of  his  kingdom  in  the  world  ?  Do  we  for 
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his  fake  refpe^^  his  friends^  and  take  a  peculiar  delight 
in  his  ordinances  ?  And  do  we  feel  any  afpirings  after 
the  compleat,  and  cverlafting  enjoyment  of  him  in 
heaven  ? — If  our  love  to  him  be  fincere,  thefe  will 
be  the  fruits  of  it,  and  in  fuch  inflances  will  it  ex- 
prefs  itfclf ; — but  where  they  arc  wanting,  the  fince- 
rity  of  it  is  much  to  be  fufpedted. 

3.)  We  may  hence  fee  the  infincerity  of  thofe,  who 
profefs  a  regard  for  Chrift,  and  yet  in  works  deny  him  : 

^  —  Almofl  all  profe^  to  love  the  Redeemer,  but  how 
do  they  live  ?  how  do  they  manifeft  their  affe^lion  to 
him  ?  why,  many  do  it  by  a  long  forgctfulnefs  of  him, 
and  a  courfe  of  difbbedience  to  him  : — And  they  tef- 
tify  their  regard  to  him  by  preferring  the  world,  nay, 
Satan  himfelf  before  him.  A  fit  rival  indeed  !  He 
pofIcfTesthe  throne  in  their  hearts — his  will  theyobey — 
and  his  fervicc  they  prefer ; — and  yet  they  will  profefs 
to  be  the  fervants  and  friends  of  Chrift,  and  to  have  a 
very  great  love  to  him. — It  is  a  ftrange  fort  of  love 
they  have  that  influences  them  todifregard  and  affront 
the  obje£l  of  it,  at  fuch  a  rate  ; — that  difpofcih  them 
to  take  part  with  his  enemies,  and  appear  in  dire<ft  op- 
pofiiion  to  him.  But  who  are  the  perfons  guilty  of 
fuch  bafe  and  unworthy  treatment  of  the  Son  of  God  ? 
Are  there  any  fuch  here  P  Alas  I  I  fear  there 

arc  a  great  many  : — All  who  have  not  given  their 
hearts  to  the  Lord  Jefus,  and  arc  not  finccrely  devoted 
to  his  fervice,  how  kind  and  obliging  foever  their  dlf- 
pofition  may  be  towards  their  fellow-creatures,  belong 
to  this  number  ;  and  are,  notwithftanding  their  pre¬ 
tended  regard  to  him,  enemies  to  Chrift,  and  live  in 
the  continual  neglefl  of  him.  It  is  but  a  profane 
mocking  of  Chrift,  for  any  to  cry,  Lord  !  Lord  !  and 

yet 
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yet  neglc^l  to  do  the  things  that  h^  fiys.  If  ye  love 
rne/  fays  our  Saviour,  keep  my  commandments. 

4.)  Once  more,  How  .amazing  their  npidity  and 
folly,  who  neglcifl  and  difregard  the  Lord  Jefus  l^iHe 
is  not  only  infinitely  amiable  in  hinifclF,  and  fo  worthy 
of  their  higheft  efteem  ;  but  he  is  abfolutely  necedary 
for  them.  He  is  the  only  medium  of  their  happinels, 
fb  that  without  an  intereft  in  him,  they  mufl  forever 
perifh. — :And  yet  they  negle«^  him,  and  treat  him  as 
tho’  he  was  of  no  importance  to  them. 

Nor  is  their  ingratitude  lefs  (hocking  than  their 
folly. — How  great  arc  their  obligations  to  the  Re¬ 
deemer  ?  How  infinite  and  unfpeakable  his  'Conde- 
feenhon  and-  love  towards  them  :  How  low  did  Jie 
(loop,  and  to  what  abafements  and  fufferings  did  he 
voluntarily  fubmit  for  their  fakes,  to  procure  deli¬ 
verance  for  them  ?  And  how  free  and  generous  is  he, 
in  the  offer  of  all  the  precious  benefits  of  his  pur- 
chafe  ?  He  tenders  them  freely  without  money,  and 
without  price  ;  and  yet,  ungrateful  wretches  !  they 
flight  them  and  the  giver  both.  Like  (wine  to  whom 
our  Saviour  himfelf  compared  them,  they  trample  his 
favors  under  foot,  and  do  all  they  can,  to  rend  and 
abufe  him. 

But  do  they  know  whar  they  are  doing  do 
they  know  that  they  are  flighting  their  own  mercy, 
and  heaping  up  fuel  for  their  own  eternal  burning  1 
Do  they  know  that  the  meek  an  I  lowly  Jefus  whom 
they  now  fet  at  nought,  and  do  fo  much  to  provoke, 
will  e’re  long  appear,  as  an  angry  with  fury  in 

his  eyes,  and  vengeance  in  his  hands  and  like  a 
raging  lion,  tear  their  guilty  fouls  in  pieces,  while 
there  is  none  to  deliver  — Have  they  never  heard 
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that  he  has  appointed  a  day,  in  which  he  will  judge 
the  world  in  righteoufnefs.^and  render  to  every  one 
according  to  his  works,  and  will  order  his  implacable 
enemies  to  be  brought  forth  and  Ilain  before  him  ?  O 
how  precious  to  believers  will  Chrilt  be  at  that  day, 
when  he  fhall  come  to  be  admired  in  all  that  believe  ? 
But  how  terrible  to  the  defpifers  of  his  grace,  when 
he  comes  to  execute  vengeance  on  an  unbelieving  and 
difbbedient  world?  What  would  the  guilty  wretches, 
who  now  defpife  the  Saviour,  give  then  for  an  interefl 
in  his  friendlhip  and  favor  ?  But  their  cries  and  tears 
will  be  all  in  vain  ;  as  they  flighted  the  Redeemer 
here,  they  fhall  be  defpifed  and  reje£led  there. 

Hence  to  conclude, 

5.)  Let  fuch  as  arc  yet  ftrangers  to  Jefus  Chrid,  be 
exhorted  now  at  length  to  believe  in  him  ; — confidcr 
the  mifery  and  danger  of  your  prefent  date  and  con¬ 
dition  ; — all  the  curfes  of  the  broken  law  are  dire£lly 
levelled  againd  you,  and  you  have  no  way  to  fecure 
yourfcives  : — ye  are  the  objc<ds  of  God’s  wrath,  for 
out  of  Chrid  he  is  a  confuming  fire. — It  is  nothing 
but  his  unmerited  mercy,  prevents  vengeance  fr  m 
falling  with  refidlefs  fury  upon  your  guilty  heads, 
each  moment  you  breathe. 

Agun,  confider  that  believing  In  Jefus  Chrid,  is 
the  only  way  in  which  you  can  efcape  all  thofe  dread¬ 
ful  evils  ye  lie  under,  and  are  expofed  to  by  fin  ;  for 
there  is  no  other  name  under  heaven  whereby  you 
can  be  faved  — He  is  exalted  by  the  Father’s  right 
hand,  to  be  a  Prince  and  a  Saviour,  to  give  repen¬ 
tance  unto  Ifrael,  and  remifhon  of  fns,  and  no  man 
can  come  to  God  bur  by  him.  Here  is  your  only 
relief,  your  only  remedy;  Cbrtft  is  the  way,  the  truth 
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and  the  life. — He  that  believeth  on  the  Son  hath  life, 
and  fliall  never  come  into  condemnation  ;  but  he  that 
believeth  not  is  condemned  already,  and  the  wrath  of 
God  abideth  on  him. 

Furthermore,  confider  the  glorious  privileges  and 
bledednefs  you  are  admitted  to  by  believing  in  jefus 
Chrift,  you  will  hereby  become  the  children  of  God, 
and  if  children  then  heirs,  heirs  of  God,  and  joint 
heirs  with  Jefus  Chrift,  to  an  inheritance  incorruptible, 
undefilcd,  and  that  fadeth  not  away,  referved  in  hea¬ 
ven  for  you. — Once  more,  confider  the  glorious  en¬ 
couragement  you  have  in  the  gofpcl,  to  believe  in 
Jefus  Chrift ; — you  have  not  only  a  fufficient  war¬ 
rant,  but  are  invited  and  even  urged  and  commanded 
to  come  to  Jefus  Chrifl,  and  accept  of  him  with  all 
his  precious  benefits,  freely,  without  money  and  with¬ 
out  price. — Come  unto  tne,  fays  he,  all  ye  that  are 
'  weary  and  heavy  laden  and  I  will  give  you  reft  ;  and 
you  are  promifed  an  hearty  welcome  upon  coming,  for 
our  Saviour  hath  alfo  faid,  him  that  comelb  to  me  I 
will  in  ns  wije  caft  out.  Your  being  a  great  finner 
r  .  is  no  objection  at  aW  in  the  way.  For  this  is  a  faithful 
faying,  and  worthy  of  all  acceptation,  that  Jefus  Chrifl 
came  into  the  world  to  fave  finners,  even  the  chief  of 
finners.  Rich  as  fhould  believe  in  him. — O  then  delay 
\  not  a  rnoment  to  repair  to  him  p-'Fly  for  refuge  to 
this  only  hope  fet  before  you  in  the  gofpcl. —  And 
let  fuch  of  my  hearers  as  have  been  enabled  to  believe 
in  Jefus  ChriR,  be  thankful  to  God  R  )r  making  them 
to  difier ;  and  Rady  whar  returns  they  fhall  make  for 
his  diRinguifliing  goodnefs  to  them. — By  grace  a  e 
faved  thro'  faith  and  that  not  of  yourfelves,  it  is  the 
i  gift  of  God.  To  his  mercy  therefore  give  all  the. 

glory. - ■ 
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glory. - And  O  !  let  the  Redeemer  be  more  and 

more  precious  to  you,  as  he  is  to  all  that  believe 
and  tho*  he  is  delpifed  and  rejefted  by  an  ungrateful^ 
difobedient  world,  who  can  fee  no  form  or  comelincfi 
in  him,  wherefore  he  fhould  be  defired  ;  yet  let  it  be 
evident  by  the  whole  of  your  behaviour,  that  he  is  in 
your  account  th  chiefeft  ot  ten  thoufand  and  alto* 
gethcr  lovely.  AMEN. 
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This  Life  a  journey  to  an  unchangeable 

Eternity. 
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When  a  feiv  'Tears  are  come^  then  I Jhdll 
‘‘  go  the  Way  vjhey>ce  I  Jloall  not  return. 


S  we  arc  frail,  dying  creatures,  pafllng 
^  ^  fwiftly  out  of  time  into  eternity,  and 

^  ^  thus  haftening  to  that  long  home  of  man  ; 

it  furely  concerns  us  ferioufly  to  confider 
our  latter  end,  and  to  live  in  a  daily  pre¬ 
paration  for  it.  As  for  this  world,  the  fafhion  of  it 
pafleth  away,  and  we  with  it ;  it  is  but  a  tranfitory  ‘ 
abode,  in  which  we  continue  for  a  little  while,  and 

then  are  gone,  forever  gonel - We  may  each  of  us 

fay  with  Job  in  my  text,  when  a  few  years,  at  fartheft, 
are  come,  then  I  go  the  way  whence  I  £hall  not 
return.  The 
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words  lead  us  very  naturally  to  confider, 

.1.)  This  life  as  a  journey,  in  which  we  are  all  fwift- 
ly  travelling  to  eternity. 

n.  The  of  this  journey,  viz.  death,  with  all 
thofe  awful  aad  important  Tcenes  it  will  open  to  us. 

And, 

III.  The  fixednefs  of  that  (lata,  we  fhall  then  be  in. 

Each  of  thefe  particulars,  it  may  be  profitable,  as 
I  am  fure  it  is  very  proper,  for  us  difiinflly  to  confider, 
and  make  the  fubje£l  of  our  frequent  meditation. 

I.)  We  are  naturally  led  from  the  w’ords  to  con- 
fidcr  this  life  as  a  journey t  In  which  we  are  all  fwiftly 

travelling  to  eternity. - This  is  a  metaphor  which 

the  word  of  God  frequently  makes  life  of  : - 

Good  people  arc  therein  called  f'llgnms  and  ft  rangers, 
having  no  abiding  city  here,  but  feeking  one  to  come, 
and  journeying  on  towards  a  lading  habitation. —  nd 
tho’  the  wicked  arc  fo  unaccountably  ftupid  and  foolifti 
.as  to  fi.x  down  here  and  confine  their  views  and  pur- 
fuits  to  the  prefent  world,  as  tho*  this  was  to  be  their 
cvcrlafting  abode,  and  they  were  never  to  remove 
hence  ;  yet  it  is  neverthclefs  true  with  regard  to  them, 
that  they  are  polling  on  thro’  life  fo  an  eternal  fccne. 
And  tho’  they  are  not  feeking  a  better  country  ;  they 
are  yet  haftening  to  another  country,  another  ftatc  of 
exiftcncc. 

Let  our  charatfters  and  purfuits  be  wEat  they  will, 
the  cafe  is  the  fame  with  reTpe^ft  ro  our  being  on  a 
journey  to  a  future  ftatc. — There  are  none  cxempred  ; 
the  young,  the  middle  aged,  and  the  old  of  whatever 
^3Rk  or  denomination,  aie  equally  bound  on  this  Im- 
rortanr  journey,  and  tending  to  u  ftaie  which  ne’er 
v.’Ii  C'id. 

Ve 
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.  Wc  commence  travellers  ^he  moment  we  are  born, 
and  never  reft  ’till  we  arrive  at  the  houfe  appointed 
'  for  all  the  living.  We  have  not  all  howev  r  the  fame 
length  of  way  to  travel. — To  fome,  it  reaches  not 
beyond  a  few  hours,  or  minutes; — To  others,  it  ex¬ 
tends  to  weeks  and  months,  and,  perhaps  to  years : — 
And  to  a  fmall  number  it  is  protracted  to  three  fcore 
years  and  ten  ;  and  in  a  few  inflanccs,  to  an  hundred. 
But  what  does  it  all  amount  to?  In  com  pari  Ton  of 
eternity,  the  longefl:  fpace  is  but  a  fpan,  an  inch,  a  point. 

And  as  the  road  is  not  of  equal  length  to  all  ;  fb 
neither  is  it  of  equal  quality,  I  mean,  the  difficulties 
or  pleafures  which  all  meet  with  on  their  journey,  are 
not  the  fame.  Some  meet  with  a  great  many  hard- 
Ihips  by  the  way,  while  others  pafs  on  with  Icfs  diffi¬ 
culty.  Some  erjoy  all  the  comforts  and  convenien- 
cies  of  life,  to  make  the  journey  agrcable,  fo  far  as 
thefe  things  can  do  it,  while  others  are  deflirure  of 
almoft  every  accommodation  and  worldly  good. 

So  again,  fome  arc  entertained  with  the  ravifhing 
pleafures  and  delights  of  religion  ;  while  others,  even 
the  children  of  the  fame  heavenly  Father  go  mourn¬ 
ing  along  with  but  little  comfort,  and  more  fparing 
foretafles  of  celeffial  joy. 

However,  ihcfc  things  do  not  retard  or  quicken  the 
progrefs  of  the  one  more  than  the  other ;  the  motion 

of  all  is  equal,  and  it  is  furprizingly  fwift  too.- - 

Don’t  you  fee  how  fwift  one  weak  pafles  away  after 
another  ?  Juft  fo  faft,  my  hearers  !  We  all  haften  to 
eternity;  and,  when  a  few  more  weeks,  months  and 
years  are  come,  we  ftiall  go  the  way,  whence  we  fhall 
not  return.  Which  leads  me  to  coulider, 

II.)  The  end  of  our  journey,  viz.  death,  with  thofe 
'  folcmn  and  important  Icencs,  which  it  will  open  to 
tis.  How 
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How  many  of  our  friends  and  neighbours,  and, 
fellow  creatures,  with  whom  we  were  once  familiarly’ 
acquainted,  have  run  their  race  and  finiflied  their 
course,  and  are  now  laid  in  the  (ilent  grave.  They 
have  reached  their  journey’s  end,  and,  as  I  may  fay, 

are  got  home,  to  their  eternal  home. - And  we  arc 

all  tending  the  fame  way,  and  mufl,  according  to  the . 
feripture  phrafe,  be  gathered  to  our  people,  that  is, 
to  our  fellow-travellers  of  the  fame  moral  charaf^er 
with  ourfelves ;  who  are  gone  before,  and  are  become 
fixed  inhabitants,  either  of  heaven  or  hell ; — An  im¬ 
portant  end  !  a  folemn  home  indeed  ! — We  are  not 
to  imagine  that  when  we  clofe  our  eyes  in  death,, 
there  is  an  end  of  us,  very  far  from  this  ; — ^When 

the  body  returns  to  the  duft  as  it  was,  the  foul  re¬ 
turns  to  God  who  gave  it,”  to  God,  as  its  author  and 
judge,  to  receive  his  righteous  fentence  of  reward,  and 
be  either,  acquitted  or  condemned  forever. 

Here  it  will  be  proper  to  take  a  view  of  thofc  two 
different  ends  and  places  of  abode,  which  await  tl'.e 
righteous  and  the  wicked,  when  they  leave  this  woi  M. 
The  grave  indeed  is  common  to  them  all,  where  the 
good  and  bad  lie  without  diflindion,  and  to  which  we 

all  promifcuoufly  go. - But  we  muff  extend  our 

thoughts  beyond  the  grave,  to  find  immortal  f  ul, 
the  chief  and  mod  cfTcntial  part  of  tl.e  man.  That 
wings  it’s  way  into  the  invifiSle  world  of  fpirits,  at 
the  inftant  the  body  dies ;  and  in  a  moment  comes  to 
an  end  of  far  greater  confequence  than  a  :omb. 
This  eud  is  cither  heaven  or  hell  ; — for,  to  carry  on 
the  allufion,  the  road,  as  I  may  fay,  parts  at  deadi 
into  two  g-and  branches,  which  convey  the  difembo- 
died  fpiiit  to  the  one  or  the  other  of  thofe  places, 
according  as  it’s  char.i£lcr  and  qualifications  arc  tlicn 

found  : — 
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found  : - If  it  be  pardoned,  renewed,  and  made  fic 

to  be  a  partaker  of  the  inheritance  of  the  faints  in 
light ;  it  is  conducted  by  angels  into  Abraham’s  bofom, 
i.  e.  to  the  innumerable  company  and  endeared  fociety 
of  all  the  departed  faithful,  in  the  new  Jerufalcm 
above  ; — and,  what  is  belt  of  all,  to  the  immediate 
ptefence  and  enjoyment  of  it’s  heavenly  Father  and 
Redeemer. — Agreable  to  what  our  Saviour  told  the 
penitent  thief  on  the  crofs,  this  day  flialt  thou  be 
with  me  in  paradife ;  and  to  the  Apoftle’s  alTured  hope 
and  expectation,  that  he,  and  all  true  believers  Ihould 
be  no  (boner  abfent  from  the  body,  but  prefeni  with 
the  Lord.’* 

But  if  the  foul  be  of  the  oppofite  charaClcr  and 
dirpohdon,  and  has  not  been  “  waited  and  juftified 
and  (anCtified  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  and  by  the 
fpirit  of  our  God,”  it  rakes  the  downward  road  which 
leads  to  the  kingdom  of -darknefs,  and  in  the  twink¬ 
ling  of  an  eye,  is  unhappily  furprifed  to  find  itfclf 
with  the  rich  mao  in  the  gofpel,  in  Hell,  reprefented 
by  devouring  flames  which  never  can  be  quenched. — 
Thus  we  read  that  when  Judas,  the  vile  traitor  of  his 
blefled  mafler,  had  hanged  himfelf,  he  went  to  his 
own  place t  even  to  this  awful  place  of  never  ceafing 
torture  and  defpair. 

And  our  refpeCfive  courfes,  my  hearers  !  will  (hort- 
ly  end  in  one  or  other  of  thefe  two  different  places ; 
for  “  what  njan  is  he  that  liveth,  and  (hall  nor  (ee 
death  ?”  And  after  death,  we  know,  is  the  judgment  ; 
not  only  the  general  judgment  the  great  day,  but  the 
particular  judgment  of  every  departed  (bul,  immedi¬ 
ately  upon  its  difmiflion  from  the  body, — when  it  is 
fainted  either  with  “come  thou  blefled,”  or  “  depart 
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thou  curfed  and  its  doom  then,  whatever  it  be,  is 
irrevocably  fixed  to  all  eternity  ; — agreably  to  the — 

1 1  Id  Thing  propofed  from  the  text,  which  was  to 
confider  the  fixednefs  of  that  fiate  we  fhall  each  one  of 
us  be  in  at  death,  cxprcfled  in  ihefe  words,  “  whence 
we  /hall  not  return.’’ — Which  imports  thefe  two  things, 
viz.  that  we  fliall  after  that,  no  more  return  back  to 
this  life;  nor  have  our  ftate  altered  in  the  invifible 
world. 

1. )  We  fhall  no  more  return  back  to  this  life  : — We 
bid  it  a  final  adieu  at  that  folemn  honr^  and  take  an 
cverlafiing  farewell  of  all  the  objefts,  and  bufy  feenes 
©f  time  and  fenfe. — The  places  which  before  k»cw  us, 
will  then  know  us  no  more.  But, 

2. )  This  is  of  little  confequence,  when  compared 
with  the  unalterablenefs  of  our  condition  in  the  future 
flate.  JHappy  for  ihe  godly,  but  dreadful  for  the  (in¬ 
ner  that  it  is  fo. — We  readinEcclefiaftes,  that  **  as  the 
tree  falls,  fo  it  lies,”  which,  without  a  ftrained allufion, 
may  ferve  to  reprefent  the  prefent  truth — Death  is  the 
fall  of  man  : — we  arc  then  cut  down  from  this  earth, 
and  our  fouls  fall  either  into  happinefs  or  mifery,  and 
there  to  eternity  remain. 

This  world  is  a  (fare  of  trial,  in  which  we  arc  pro¬ 
bationers  for  an  endlefs  duration  ;  and  according  as  we 
aflour  parts  here,  will  it  fare  with  us  hereafter.-- And  our 
Hate  of  trial  is  to  reach  no  farther  than  the  confines  of 
the  prefent  life.  —  It  ends  with  the  parting  breath,  and 
we  then  enter  on  a  (late  of  retribution  : — Wc  muft  then 
give  up  our  accounts  to  that  God  who  fcarches  the 
hearts  an  !  tr'es  the  reins  of  the  children  of  men  ;  and 
will  rer  ’  r  to  all  according  to  their  doings  ;  to  them, 
who  have,  npon  the  gofpel-plan,  by  a  patient  continu¬ 
ance  l.n  wcl. -doing,  been  feeking  for  glory,  and  honor. 
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and  immortality,  he  will  gracioufly  beflow  eternal  life ; 
but  upon  fuch  as  have  been  impenitent,  unbciie’ving 
and  difobedicnt,  will  he  righteouHy  infli£l  indignatiou 
and  wrath. 

And  thefe  rewards  will  be  eternal ;  for  we  are 
exprefly  told,  Rom.  6.2'^.  agreable  to  wliac  we  find 
in  many  other  places,  that  the  gift  of  God  is  eternal 
life;  and  by  the  rule  of  oppofites,  the  wages  of  fin, 
mentioned  in  the  fame  verle,  which  are  faid  to  be 
deaths  muft  mean  eternal  death. 

Hence  where,  treating  of  the  punifhment  of  the 
wicked  in  the  other  world,  we  read  of  the  worm  thar 
dieth  not,  and  the  fire  that  is  not  quenched  ;  and  of 
their  going  away  into  everlafiing  punifhment. 

If  ever  we  are  fo  happy,  my  friends,  as  to  get  to 
Heaven,  we  never  need  fear  a  change  for  the  worfe. 
And  on  the  other  hand,  fliould  the  courfe  we  are  any 
of  us  taking  finally  convey  us  to  Hell,  it  will  be  in 
vain  ever  to  expert  a  releafe. 

.  The  fcntence  that  will  then  be  pafled  upon  ns,  like 
the  laws  of  the  Medes  and  Perfians,  can  never  be  re¬ 
pealed.  All  the  change  or  alteration  there  will  ever 
be, will  only  be  in  the  degree  of  happinefs  or  of  mifery, 
in  which  we  fhall  then  be  fixed. 

.  On  the  one  hand,  the  fpirits  of  the  jufl  made 
perfe£f,  will  doubt lefs  rife  flill  higher  and  higher  in 
felicity,  ’till  the  refurre£lion  ;  when  both  and 
body  fhall  be  more  eminently  glorified  together  with 
the  Lord  ; — and  fliall,  ever  after  that,  conjointly  keep 
on  in  perpetual  advances,  from  one  degree  of.  perfec¬ 
tion  and  bleflednefs  to  another,  throughout  the  bound- 
lefs  ages  of  eternity,  which,  not  to  mention  other  texts 
'that  might  be  adduced,  is,  I  think,  firongly  fuggefied 
in  that  remarkable  and  very  animating  paflagc,  i  Job. 

3.2, 
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g.  2.  Beloved  !  now  are  we  the  fbns  of  God,  and 
it  doth  r\oi  yet  appear  what  we  Jhall  be.*’  It  doth  not 
yet,  while  in  this  world,  appear  what  we  Jhall  be  at 
death  :  It  doth  not  fully  appear  at  death  what  we  Jhall 
be  at  the  refurreSl'ton  ;  nor  will  it  fully  appear  even 
at  the  refun ethon,  what  wc  Jhall  be,  what  glorious  and 
prodigious  advances  we  (hall  have  made  in  fome  far 
diftant  period  of  the  fucceeding  happy  eternity. 

And  on  the  other  hand,  we  have  reafon  to  think, 
that  the  wicked  in  Hell,  both  before  and  after  the  re- 
furreftion  will  be  eternally  making  the  fame,  to  them, 
dreadful  advances  in  mifery.*  For  the  longer  they  ex- 
ift,  in  all  probability,  the  more  will  their  powers 
be  enlarged  ;  the  clearer  and  more  tormenting  will  be 
their  views  and  fenfe  of  their  pad  fin  and  folly  ; 
the  more  fixed  will  their  enmity  be  againd  God  ;  and, 
if  pofiible.  the  more  overwhelming  will  be  their  def- 
pair:  O!  that  word,  eternity,  how  dreadful  mud  the 
found  of  it  be  to  the  damned,  to  think  that  their  mifery 
mud  never,  never  end  !  that  they  mud  never  be  re- 
leafcd;  mud  never  return  from  thefc  dreadful  regions 
of  horror,  to  which  their  fins  have  brought  them  1 

But  how  pleafing,  how  ravifhing  the  thought  of 
eternity  to  the  godly, in  the  kingdom  of  their  heavenly 
father  ^  that  their  happined,  great  as  it  is,  will  lad  and 
be  encreafing  forever. 

Having  thus  briedy  confidcred  what  I  propofed  un¬ 
der  the  three  general  obfervations  from  the  words  of 
,  my  text,  viz.  that  this  life  is  a  journey  ihro’  time  into 
eternity  -that  death  brings  us  to  our  journies  end, 
and  introduces  us  to  a  date  eith  r  of  happinefs  or 
mifery  : — and  that,  whicli  foever  it  I'C,  it  will  retr*  in 

fixed  throughout  eternal  ages : - l  et  ns  now  make 

fome  praOicul  improveme;  t  of  the  fubjcid. 

*  yiJ.  Laxter’s  llcil.  P.  84.  1  •)  Js 
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I.)  Is  it  fb,  that  we  have  here  no  fixed  abode,  but 
are  fwi fitly  palling  through  time  into  eternity,  where 
we  muft  be  fixed  in  happinefis  or  milery  forever?  then 
how  great  the  folly  of  fiufFering  our  main  attention  to 
be  taken  up  with  prefient  objefts,  and  fieeking  our  chief 
happinefs  in  this  world,  as  tho’  we  were  fettled  here 
forever,  and  had  no  concern  with  another  fiate  ?  'rhis 
is  too  much  the  cafe  with  multitudes.  When  we  look 
around  us,  we  fee  people  engaged,  fbme  in  the  bufi- 
nefis  and  others  in  the  trifles  of  time  ;  but  as  for  the 
weighty  concerns  of  eternity,  they  are,  by  many  at 
leaft,  put  far  out  of  mind,  and  ncgle^led  as  idle  fiflions, 
and  not  treated  as  important  realities  : — Or  if  they 
are  uoa^  and  then  thought  on,  it  is  with  col  jnefis  and 
indolence,  and  without  living  under  the  influence  of 
them. 

I  appeal  to  the  confciences  of  many  who  now  hear 

me,  whether  this  is  not  the  cafe  with  them. - Are 

you  not  fenfible  that  this  world  engrofles  your  chief 
care  ?  that  your  moll:  fiollicitous  enquiry  is — what  you 
fiiall  eat,  what  you  fhall  drink,  and  wherewuhal  you 
lhall  be  clothed  ?  and  how  you  fhall  accomplifli  fiuch 

and  finch  earthly  defigns  ? - But  as  for  laying  up 

treafiure  in  Heaven,  and  preparing  for  your  journey’s 
end  ;  you  treat  that  as  a  matter  of  no  great  confe- 
quence,  and  are  for  deferring  it  ’till  fiome  future  op¬ 
portunity. 

Ah  I  and  worfie  yet,  fbme  of  you  I  fear  not  only 
negle(fl  your  fouls,  Amply  confidered,  as  you  arc  care- 
lefis  of  fecuring  their  eternal  well-being  in  a  future 
flare,  but  take  a  great  deal  of  pains  to  deflroy  them : 
— fich  I  mean  as  allow  yourfelves  in  grofs  immoralt^ 

V  tieS:  as  profanity,  fabbarh-breaking.  drunkennefs, cheat¬ 
ing,  lying,  uncleannefs,  and  u  long  catalogn^* 

li  of 
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of  fcandalous  vices - Such  as  indidge  to  crimes 

like  ihefe,  more  than  fimjjly  negleB  their  fouls ;  they 
murder^  they  butcher  them.  And  they  not  only  neg¬ 
lect  to  lay  up  treafure  in  heaven,  but  are  bulily  em¬ 
ployed  in  treafuring  up  wrath  againR  the  day  of  wrath. 
But  what  folly  and  madnefs  is  this  P  to  be  thus  em¬ 
ployed  in  making  dreadful  provifion  for  future  woe  ; 
or  even,  iho’  free  from  grofs  abominations,  to  be 
regardlefs  of  their  latter  end,  and  to  fpend  the  chief 
and  the  beft  of  their  time,  in  making  provifion  for 
their  frail,  dying  bodies,  while  the  foul  is  negle<51ed,  an J 
no  fuitable  care  is  taken  to  lay  up  treafure  for  them. 

You  cannot  continue  here  always,  if  you  would; 
tho’  you  would  fain  make  this  world  your  everlafling 
home,  you  will  be  difpofiefied  of  it,  by  and  by  : — 
You  will  foon  be  turned  off  the  ftage,  and  find  your- 
felves  either  in  a  happy  or  miferable  eternity  ;  the 
determination  of  which  will  depend  upon  your  pre- 
fent  condu6f,  in  either  difregarding,  or  preparing  for, 
your  removal  hence. 

And  fince  this  is  the  cafe,  it  mufl  argue  amazing 
flupidity,  and  the  mofl  egregious  folly  even  to  macl- 
nefs,  for  any  of  you  to  confine  your  views  and  pur- 
fuits  to  this  lliort  life,  to  the  neglefl  of  your  immor¬ 
tal  interefis  in  the  life  to  come. 

2  )  Let  us  all  examine  ourfelvcs  how  it  is  with  ///, 
in  this  regard  ;  what  preparations  we  have  made  for  our 
journey’s  end  ;  and  how  it  is  like  to  fare  with  us,  when 
we  get  there. - This  is  a  matter  of  univerfal  con¬ 

cern  to  young  and  old  ;  high  and  low  ;  rich  and  poor. 

- We  are  all  haficning  to  eternity,  on  the  rapid 

wings  of  time,  and  muff  foon,  like  the  fleeting  fhadow, 
be  feen  no  more  : — and  yet,  have  bufinefs  of  the 
utmoft  confcquence  to  accomplifli,  before  this  fliort 

and 
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and  uncertain  term  of  our  probation  is  eKpired. - 

It  behoves  us  therefore  to  have  our  thought's  about 
us,  and  to  confider  how  our  fpiritual  affairs  ftand  ; 
what  difpatch  we  have  made ;  and  what  is  yet  to  be 
done. 

Have  we  then  fincerely  repented  of,  and  forfaken 
^  our  fins  ?  Have  we  true  faith  in  Jefiis  Chrift?  Have 
we  received  him  on  the  gofpel  terms,  as  our  only  Sa¬ 
viour,  Lord  and  King.?  liftening  to,  and  regarding  his 
inlIru£lions;  relying  wholly  on  his  merits,  for  juflifi- 
cation  and  acceptance  with  God,  to  eternal  life  ;  and 
bowing  to  his  authority  and  will  ?  Have  we  nnfeign- 
■“  edly  received  God,  as  our  chief  portion; — Heaven 
V  for  our  delightful  home  ; — and  holinefs  as  the  only 
"  way  that  leads  to  it  ? 

I  Are  our  natures  renewed  by  divine  grace,  and  we 

in  any  good  raeafure  become  “  meet  to  be  partakers 
of  the  inheritance  of  the  faints  in  light  ?”  And  arc 
our  affe£lions  prevailingly  fet  on  things  above,  and 
not  on  things  below  ? 

I  This  mult  be  our  condition,  this  our  character,  or 

i  the  great  work  is  yet  to  be  done;  we  are  yet  unpre- 

\  pared  for  a  dying  hour  ;  and  muft  of  confe^ucncc  be 

in  the  road  to  eternal  perdition.  Wherefore, 

3  )  Let  fuch  as  are  yet  in  a  fiate  of  unpreparednefs 
for  thc/r  latter  end,  be  excited  to  delay  no'longer,  but 
rather  to  give  all  diligence  that  they  may  be  found 
ready.  Confider  ferioufly,  I  befeech  you,  that  you 
f  are  mortal,  dying  creatures  ;  that  death  is  haflening 
?  apace  towards  you  ;  that  in  a  little  time  you  muft  bid 

I  farewell  to  every  thing  here  below  ;  and  drop 

I  your  bodies  in  the  grave,  while  your  fouls  are  tiiken 
I  ^  10  be  cither  with  angels  and  glorified  faints  in  heaven, 

I  or  with  devils  and  mifcrable  fpirits  in  hell  ;  and  that* 
?  He  according 


Ii6  This  Life  a  foiirney 

according  as  your  behaviour  is  found  to  have  been  at 

death. - Confider  how  gr^t  the  work  is,  which,  by 

divine  afbdance  you  have  to  do,  viz.  To  make  your 
peace  N^ith  God,  by  humble  repentance  and  faith  in 
his  dear  Son  ;  to  become  new  creatures,  by  his  rege¬ 
nerating  grace  ;  which  you  are,  therefore,  earnelTly 
to  feck  of  him  ;  to  fecure  a  title  to  heaven,  by  vir¬ 
tue  of  an  intered  in  Chrift  ;  to  maintain  a  daily  war¬ 
fare  with  your  inbred  corruptions,  the  temptations  of 
fataq,  and  an  enfnaring  world,  &c. —  Think y  1  fay, 
how  great  this  work  is,  how  important  !  that  eternity 
depends  upon  it :  — and  that  if  it  be  ncglefied  in  this 
fhort,  uwcertain  life,  the  only  fcafon  of  doing  it,  it 
never  can  be  done  at  all.  Not,  that  this  great  and 
neceflary  preparation  for  death  is  to  be  accomplifhed 
by  your  own  drength,  without  the  powerful  aids  of 
divine  grace. — It  is  God  who  mud  not  only  pardon 
your  fins  and  grant  you  a  title  to  heaven  ;  but  like- 
wife  give  you  a  new  heart,  and  work  in  you  all  thofc 
<|uaHficaiions  which  are  needful  to  fit  you  for  that 
blcflcd  world,  or  you  can  never  get  there. — But 
rhen  tho’  God’s  powerful  grace  is  ncccflary ;  yet  there 
is  fbmething  for  you  to  do  ; — you  arc  to  feck  unto 
him  for  the  influences  of  his  holy  fpirit,  and  diligent¬ 
ly  to  ufe  the  means  which  he  has  appointed  for 
obtaining  his  fpecial  grace  ;  and  thus  in  humble  dc- 
pendance  on  him  to  be  working  out  your  own  falva- 
lion  with  fear  and  rrcmbling, — you  are  to  be  watch¬ 
ing  and  driving  againd  every  (in,  and  to  forfake  it  : — • 
you  are  to  put  in  pra(di(e  every  duty  ; — to  meditate, 
and  read,  and  hear,  and  pray,  and  ufe  your  mod  vigo¬ 
rous  endeavours  to  conform  both  your  hearts  and  lives 

to  the  rules  of  his  holy  word - -  Here  is  emplry- 

ment  cmiugh  for  you,  which  mud  be  engaged  in,  and 

faithfully 
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faithfully  purfued  ;  or  you  may  as  well  expe^  that 
God  will  miraculoufly  give  you  a  plentiful  crop  of 
grain  without  your  plowing  and  Towing,  as  tliat  !  g 
will  hnaHy  beftow  Heaven  upon  you,  while  you  thus 

neglect  to  prepare  for  it. - Confider  then  how  great, 

how  arduous,  how  intcrefling  and  eternally  important 
the  work  before  you  is ;  which  mufl  be  done  before 
life  is  ended,  or  you  undone  forever.  Think  how 
dreadful  the  danger  of  delays  ;  while  time  palles, 
death  approacheth,  heaven  calls,  hell  threatens, 
and  eternity,  for  ought  you  know,  may  be  juft  ready 
to  receive  you  : — When  fuch  your  fituation,  is  it  fale 
to  linger, and  put  far  oft'  the  evil  day  O  !  think  how 
horribly  you  muft  be  frightned,  flioiild  death  fur  prize 
you  in  the  midft:  of  your  thoughtlcfsnefs  &  negligence  ! 

How  dreadful  muft  a  dying  bed  be  to  a  poor,  care- 
lefs  creature.,  who  fcarcely  ever  thought  of  it  before  ; 
but  has  fpent  his  days  in  vanity  and  (in  ?  How  alarm¬ 
ing  muft  his  fears  be  r  How  difmul  his  apprehenfions  ? 
H  )w  fevere  the  (lings  and  reproaches  of  his  confei- 
cnce  How  painful  the  rcfleiftion  on  what  is  paft  ? 
and  how  doleful  the  profpefb  of  w'har  is  before  him  ^ 

' — He  fcarccIy  knows  how  to  do  any  thing  but  iamenf, 
and  groan,  and  deTpair!  what  finally  becomes  of  him, 

I  leave  with  God. - But  if  any  of  you,  my 

hearers,  will  pur  off  the  falvation  of  your  fouls,  and 
all  the  awful  concerns  of 'eternity,  to  fuch  a  fccne, 
I  muft:  needs  fay  you  do  not  want  courage  ;  or  rather, 
you  don’t  want  fool-hardinefs  and  ftupidity. 

But  I  would  fain  ho|>e  (bme  of  you  will  regard  what 
has  been  faid,  and  will  come  ta'a  happy  refolution  of 
m  iking  the  bitfinefs  of  your  fouls  falvation,  the  one 
thing  needfuL 

H  7  O! 
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O!  if  you  have  any  fuch-  refolutions,  be  perfwaded 
to  cherifli  and  carry  them  into  execution  :  immediately 
fet  about,  and  with  the  utmoft  vigor  purfue  what  fo 
infinitely  concerns  you.  Chearfully  devote  yourlelves 
to  the  fervice  of  God  ;*cafi:  yourfelves  on  his  mercy 
thro’  Chrift  for  pardon  ;  look  to  him  by  conflanC 
faith  and  prayer  for  dire^hon,  for  affiflance,  for  re¬ 
newing  grace,  and  all  the  relief  you  need.  And  in 
this  way  of  dutiful,  humble  dcpendance,  whatever 
your  hand  findeth  to  do,  in  this  important  bufinefs, 
do  it  with  all  your  might,  while  the  day  of  life  con¬ 
tinues,  before  the  night  of  death  comes,  wherein  no 
man  can  work. 

To  conclude.  Let  us  one  and  all  be  exhorted  to 
keep  our  great  change  much  in  view  ;  and  labour,  day 
by  day,  to  obtain  a  growling  preparation  for  it. 

it  is  to  be  hoped  that  fomc  of  us,  thro*  the  grace 
of  God,  are  already  in  a  flare  of  habitual  rcadinefs ; 
that  is,  are  jufiified  &  born  again  by  the  fpirir  of  God, 
find  cntitnled  to  the  kingdom  of  heaven  : —  But  this 
fhould  not  fadsfy  us  ; — we  fliould  labour  after  an 
cHual  readinefs  ;  that  is,  to  have  our  graces  in  lively 
cxercife,  and  to  be  ever  found  diligent  about  our  hea¬ 
venly  father’s  bufinefs. — This  is  the  way  to  die,  not 
only  JoJelyy  but  comfortably  ;  and  to  obtain  that  pre¬ 
cious  jewely  ojfurance. 

Let  us  then  converfe  much  with  death  and  feture 
invifible  things,  and  thus,  walk  by  faith  and  not  by 
fight ;  having  our  converfarion  in  heaven,  while  we 
arc  here  on  earth,  that  fo  when  we  fliall  have  run  our 
race,  and  finifhed  ourcourfc,  and  attained  the  end  of 
our  journey  ;  our  departure  may  bejoyiul  and  haj  py; 
oi  r  reff  glorious  ;  and  heaven  our  wifhed  for  home, 
eternally  fccurc.  AMLN. 
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Sermon  VIIL 

Sclf-Examinadon  the  Ducyofthofe  who 
come  to  the  Lord’s  Supper. 

^oJocjJJooJccsJgooJooJr^!^  c^ojoojcc^cjjccjoo^oa^oojoojci^c)^ 

I  COR.  XL  28. 

But  let  a  Mari  examine  himfelf^and  fo  let  him 
eat  oj  that  Breads  and  drink  of  that  CupJ* 


ELF-examinatlon  previous  to  an  approach 
^  S  J  to  the  holy  fupper  of  the  Lord,  is  a  nccefla- 

^  much  a  negicfted  duty. — • 

Ilad  not  the  Corinthians  been  remifs  here¬ 
in,  it  is  not  likely  thofe  difbrders  would  have  crept 
into  their  attendance  on  this  facred  folcmnity,  which 
are  mentioned  and  feverely  reproved  by  the  Apoftlc  in 
this  chapter  :  They  fat  down  to  the  Lord’s  fupper  as 
tho’  it  had  been  but  a  common  meal  ;  and  even  with 
fuch  greedineft,  as  not  in  a  decent  manner  to  tarry  for 
one  another ;  and  fomc  were  guilty  of  eating  and 

H  4  drinking 
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drinking  to  excels. - This  rreverent  behaviour  of 

theirs,  which  the  Apoftle  calls  eating  and  drinking  un¬ 
worthily,  and  eating  and  drinking  damnation,  or  rather 
judgment  to  themfelves,  greatly  provoked  the  Lord, 
who  teflificd  his  diTpleafure  againll  them,  by  vifiring 
them  with  grievous  temporal  judgments. —  “  For  this 
caufe,”  fays  he,  many  are  weak  and  fickly  among 
you,  and  many  fieep,*’  or  are  dead. 

To  prevent  luch  diforders  for  the  future,  as  well 
as  the  confequences  of  them,  he,  among  other  dire^li- 
ons,  exhorts  them  all  to  examine  themfelves  of -fhelr 
knowledge,  temper  and  behaviour,  that  fo  they  might 
no  longer  be  guilty  of  profaning  the  body  and  blood 
of  Chrilh 

This  examination  is  a  duty  equally  incumbent  on 
vs,  and  on  all  communicants  : —  And  it  ought  to  be 
done  ferioufly,  impartially,  (incerely»  with  humility, 
and  earneft  prayer,  that  God  by  his  fpirit  would  alTift 
our  enquiries,  and  not  fuffer  us  to  be  deceived  in  a 
matter  of  fuch  importance. 

But  what  are  the  prineija!  points  of  enquiry,  alxmt 
which  we  arc  to  examine  ourfclves  The  mofl  im¬ 
portant  are  the  following. 

I.)  Wc  arc  to  examine  ourselves  concerning  our 
knowledge  of  the  gorpci-lcheme  of  (alvaiion  in  gene¬ 
ral,  and  of  the  nature,  life,  anddtiign  of  this  ordinance 
in  particular. 

Let  us  examine  wharour  knowledge  of  JefusChriH, 
the  author  of  our  filvation  is.  Do  vve  confidcr  him  as 
God  and  man,  united  in  two  <Jidin<5l  natures  and  one 
perfon  for  ever  Do  we  rightly  underOard  the  medi¬ 
atorial  chara^^er,  and  the  offices  lefns  Chrift  is  ir  veiled 
with,  that  he  was  appointed  i  y  the  Father  to  rndritf  kc 
the  work  of  redeeming  lolt  ilnncrs  ;  and  for  thi* 
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purpofe  was  con^lituted  a  prophet,  to  reveal  the  coun- 
fe!s  of  his  grace  ; — a  priett,  by  the  facrificeof  himfclf 
to  atone  for  our  fin,  and  plead  for  pardon  ;  and  2 
king,  in  a  fpiritual  manner  to  rule  in,  reign  over,  and 
defend  us  ? 

iiavc  we  right  apprehenfions  of  the  covenant  of  re¬ 
demption  and  grace  ?  that  the  Father  from  all  eternity, 
upon  the  forefight  of  the  fall,  determined  to  refeue 
and  fave  a  chofen  number  ;  and  to  this  end,  appointed 
his  own  Son  to  be  the  mediator  of  a  new  covenant; — 
to  take  upon  him  onr  nature, to  be  made  under  the  law, 
and  as  the  finner’s  fubfiitute,  to  obey  the  precepts, and 
endure  the  penalty  thereof ;  thus  fulfilling  all  the 
righreoufnefs  of  it,  for  the  juftifying  of  the  ungodly  ; 
and  as  an  encouragement  hereto,  promifed  to  furnifTl 
him  for,  afiift  and  fuccced  him  in  the  undertaking,  and 

give  him  a  feed  to  ferve  him  ? - The  Son  accepted 

the  propofal,  anfwerlng,  “  Lo  I  come  to  do  thy  will 
OGod  !**  and  in  the  appointed  lime  was  made  man, 
b'^camc  fubje£l  to  the  law, lived  a  holy  and  exemplary 
life,  and  died  a  curfed  death  on  the  crofs  ;  that  io  by 
completely  anfwering  the  demands  of  <he  law,  he 
might  ranfbm  us  from  hell,  and  purchafe  pardon,  re¬ 
conciliation  with  God,  the  adoption  of  children,  the 
fan<5lifying,  quickning  and  flrengthcning influences  of 
the  holy  fpirit,  and  eternal  life  in  heaven  for  all  his 
people. 

The  revelation  of  this  tran faction  between  the  Fa¬ 
ther  and  the  Son,  vvith  its  accomplifiiment  and  happy 
fruits,  I fiy,  the  revelation  and  propofal  hereof  to  us 
in  the  rfofpel,"  is,  for  fnbflance,  what  we  call  the  cove¬ 
nant  of  grace  ;  in  which  God  moff  gtacioufly  offers, 
thro’  Chrifi,  to  be  again  reconciled  to  us  ;  to  pardon 
our  iniquities  ;  to  grant  us  the  adoption  of  Tons,  with  all 

their 
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their  prefent  privileges,  and  future  bleilednefs  ;  or,  in 
the  more  comprehenfive  language  of  fcripture,  that  he 
will  be  to  us  a  a  God  in  covenant,  to  blefs  and 
make  us  happy  for  ever. 

but  then  on  the  other  hand,  in  order  to  the  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  thefe  privileges,  we  are  required  heartily  to 
conlcntto,  and  accept  of  this  covenant,  by  (incerely  re¬ 
penting  of  all  our  (ins,  believing  in  the  Lord  jefus 
Chrid,  and  by  devoting  ourfelves  unrefervedly  to  his 
fervice. — We  are  thus  to  give  up  ourfelves  to  God,  as 
his  people ;  and  in  this  way  he  will  be  to  us  a  God. — 
'I'hofe  privileges  He  promifcs  oh  his  part,  and  thefe 
duties  are  required  on  ours ;  not  as  a  meritorious  condi¬ 
tion,  upon  which  they  are  to  be  obtained,  but  rather 
as  neceflary  qualifications  therefor,without  which  there 
is  an  unfuitablenefs  in,  as  well  as  an  utter  impoffibility 
of,  our  enjoying  them. 

This  may  lead  us  to  enquire  further,  whether  we 
have  right  conceptions  of  the  deplorable  (late  in  which 
the  gofpel  of  God’s  grace  fuppo(e8,and  finds  mankind  ? 
viz.  a  (late  of  guilt,  of  depravity  and  ‘mifery,  expofed 
to  the  eternal  curfe  of  the  law  ; — dead  in  trefpades  and 
(ins  , — by  nature  prone  to  evil  and  averfe  to  good,  and 
entirely  unabSle  to  deliver  ourfelves. 

Again,  do  we  rightly  underhand  the  way  in  which 
we  are  to  obtain  deliverance  out  of  this  our  ruined  and 
mifcrablc  condition,  viz.  by  faith  in  JefusChrih,  which 
implies  a  firm  belief  of  the  gofpel  re|x>rt  concerning 

him - a  hearty  approbation  of  the  whole  method  of 

falvation  th»o’  him - a  chcarful  confent  and  carneff 

dcGre  to  be  favtd  in  this  w’ay — and  a  reliance  of  foul 
on  his  meritf,  and  the  mercy  of  God  thro*  him,  for  the 

whole  of  filvation,  both  from  (in  and  hell - to  be 

made  holy  as  well  as  happy  i  acknowledging  the  whole 

to 
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to  be  of  mere  grace, and  teflifying  our  acceptance  here¬ 
of,  by  a  life  of  holy  obedience  to  his  commands. 

Once  more,  let  us  examine  into  our  knowledge  of 
the  nature,  ufe  and  defign  of  this  ordinance  of  the  flip¬ 
per. —  I  hope  we  none  of  us  entertain  fuch  miftaken 
notions  of  it,  as  fornc  of  the  Corinthians  did, who  look¬ 
ed  upon  it  as  a  Common  feaft,  and  defigned  principally 
for  the  refrefhmcnt  of  their  bodies. —  VVe  are  to  conli- 
der  it  as  a  religious  remembrancer  of  Jefus  Cnrift,  of 
his  atoning  facrifice  and  precious  benefits.—  “  This 
do,”  fays  he,  in  remembrance  of  me.”  And  what 
ihofe  views  of  him  are,  which  this  ordinance  w'as  prin¬ 
cipally  defigned  to  givens,  we  may  learn  from  his  own 
explication,  w'hen  he  diftributed  the  bread  and  wine 
among  his  difciples  : — taking  the  bread,  he  fays,  •*  this 
is  my  body,”  that  is,  a  memorial  of  my  body,  which 
is  broken  for  you.” — And  of  the  cup  he  (aid,  this 
cup  is  the  new  teffament  in  my  blood,”  that  is,  a  me¬ 
morial  or  exhibition  of  the  ne  w  covenant  ratified  in  my 
blood  : — So  that  you  fee  this  fcall  was  inlfitutcd  in 
memory  of  a  crucified  Jefus,  whofe  body  was  broken, 
and  whofe  blood  was  Ihed  for  the  remiffion  of  fins. 

And  here  we  have  a  ftriking  reprefenration  of  the 
amazing  love  of  Chrifi,in  layingdown  his  life  a  ranfom 
for  us; — of  the  infinite  evil  o;'  fin,  which  could  not  be 
expiated  at  lefs  expence; — of  the  and  inflexible 
juftice  of  God,  which  could  not  let  fin  efcape  without 
an  adequate  punifliment ; — and  likewifeof  the  triumphs 
of  the  crofs  over  fin,  and  death,  and  hell,  which  arc 
here  difplayed  with  admirable  luflre. 

And  various,  important,  and  ineflimable  are  the 
.  blefllngs  herein  exhibited  ro  our  believing  view — fuch 
as  pardon  of  fin  ;~-pcacc  with  God; — the  adoption  of 
children  the  fandifying,  guiding,  comforting  and 

quickning 


1 24  Self-Examination  the  Dutj  of  thofe 

quickening  influences  of 'the  holy  fpirit  ; — and  in  a 
word,  all  needful  grace  here, and  full  glory  hereafter. 
— I'hefc  are  all  held  forth  to  view,  and  ofleretl  to  us 
in  this  ordinance,  which  feems  to  contain  the  fum  and 
fubflance  of  the  whole  gofpel  in  miniature. 

Here  we  fee  the  need  we  Hand  in  of  a  Saviour,  clfc 
why  is  one  provided  ? — Here  we  fee  the  flriftnefs  and 
purity  of  God’s  law, the  lead  tittle  of  which  cannot  be 
abated, nor  broken  without  fatisfa^fion— Here  we  feethe 
fulnefs  of  Chrid’s  atonement ;  the  bleffings  purchafed 
by  it,  and  the  freenefs  with  which  they  arc  offered. 

I  have  run  over  thefe  fevera!  particulars,  as  a  fum- 
mary  of  thatchridian  knowledge,  which  it  is  peculiarly 
proper  we  diould  have,  at  lead,  in  Tome  tolerable  mca- 
lurc,  in  order  to  an  acceptable,  and  underdanding  a‘- 
tendance  on  this  ordinance  — But  knowledge  is  not  all 
that  is  neceflary, — we  mud  examine  farther  yet ; — k 
is  ncccdary  that  we  come  to  the  table  of  the  Lord  as 
true  penitents  for  fin  :  Let  us  then  in  the 

2d  Place,  examine  ourfelvcs  refpe^ding  our  repen¬ 
tance.  An  impenitent  communicant  is  a  monfter,  no 
better  than  a  traitor  at  his  mader’s  table. — And  there 
is  the  greated  abfurdity,  as  well  as  impiety,  in  celc- 
bratingan  ordinance  in  memorial  of  a  crucified  Jefus, 
who  died  a  facrificc  for  fin,  w'ithout  a  relenting  heart, 
W’hich  finccrely  hates,  mourns  foi;,  and  turns  from  that 
accurfed  thing  which  occafloned  his  deep  humiliation 

and  bitter  agonies. - How*  then  do  vve  dand  .  flexed 

tow  ard  fin  P  Do  we  fee  it  to  be  infinitely  bafe  and  odi¬ 
ous  in  its  own  nature,  as  againdGoef  as  well  as  in  its 
dcfirufllve  confcopienccs  with  regard  to  us  ?  And  docs 
fuch  a  vicu'caufe  us  to  mourn  heartily  for  it, that  ever 
we  fhould  be  guilty  of  aftiiig  fuch  a  bafe,  nnreafona- 
abic  ar.d  nngr.  tcful  parr  againd  ihalgloriousBeing^who 
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has  done  fuch  great  things  for  us,  and  to  whom  we^re 
fo  infinitely  indebted  ? 

Do  fin  appear  inexpreffibly  hateful  in  our  eyes? 
Do  we  loath  it,  and  loath  ourfelves  on  account  of  it  ? 
fothat  we  are  ready  with  the  leper  to  cry  out  unclean! 
unclean ! — And  does  this  mourning  for,  and  hatred  ©f 
fin,  m^nifeft  itfelf  to  be  genuine,  by  our  forfakiwg  it? 
and  fetfmg  ourfelves  with  all  our  might  to  oppofe  and 
defiroy  it  ?  He  is  not  a  true  penitent,  who  does  not 
heartily  renounce  all  his  evil  ways,  and  bid  adieu  to 
everything  which  he  knows  to  be  finful,  with  a  fixed 
determination  of  foul  never  to  indulge  himfelf  therein 
any  more  ;  but  on  the  other  hand,  that  he  will  confei- 
cncioufly  and  carefully  endeavour  to  live  in  obedience 
to  all  God’s  commandments. — This  is  that  repentance 
we  ought  all  to  have,  but  efpecially  thofe  who  ap¬ 
proach  to  the  holy  table  of  the  Lord.  Moreover, 

3  )  We  fliould  examine  ourfelves  concerning  our 
faith  in  Jefus  Chrift,  which  is  reejuifite  to  a  due  atten¬ 
dance  on  this  ordinance.'  — Do  we  firmly  believe  the 
record  which  God  has  given  concerning  his  Son  ?  Are 
we  earneftly  defirous  of,  and  do  wc  finccrcly  and  w’ith 
all  our  hearts  confent  to  be  faved  by  him  in  that  way 
which  God  has  appointed  thro*  him  f  Do  we  chear- 
fully  place  our  dependance  on  his  merits,  for  all  thofe 
fpi  itual  and  eternal  blefiings  which  wc  need  ? — Faith, 
if  there  may  be  any  comparifbn,  is  above’  all  things 
nccefiary  on  fuch  an  occafion  ;  for  to  what  purpofe  is 
it  that  Jefus  Chrifl  is  here  fet  forth  as  a  propitiation, 
unlefs  we  have  faith  to  fix  upon  him,  as  fuch,  and  ap¬ 
ply  to  our  own  ufe  the  benefits  which  are  herein  ex¬ 
hibited  and  offered  to  us?  If  deffiture  of  this,  our 
,  fouls  may  fiarve  and  perifh  in  the  midfi  of  all  this 
gofpcl  plenty. 
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Have  we  then  this  faith  which  is  of  fuch  neccfllty 
and  importance  to  ns  ?  do  we  receive  it  for  an  un¬ 
doubted  truth,  that  jefus  Chrift  was  made  an  atoning 
facrificc  for  fin  ?  that  he  is  an  all-(ufficient  Saviour  ? 
that  he  is  an  infinitely  willing  Saviour  ?  that  all  his 
benefits  are  freely  offered  to  us  ?  that  we  are  bid  an 
hearty  welcome  to  him  ?  And  do  we  with  all  our  fouls 
make  choice  of  and  reiy  upon  him,  as  our  Saviour  to 
fandfify  and  govern,  as  well  as  fave  us  from  Hell  ? 
This  is  a  point  which  it  concerns  us  carefully  to  ex-  ^ 
amine  into.  And  farther, 

4)  We  fhoiild  examine  purfelves  refpedling  our  5 

love  to  God  and  man.  If  we  have  not  a  fupream  ^ 

love  to  the  bleffed  God,  and  our  divine  Redeemer,  and  j 

an  hearty  generous  charity  for  our  fellow  men,  efpe-  | 

cially  for  thofe  of  the  houfliold  of  faith,  we  are  but  j 

poorly  prepared  to  celebrate  fuch  a  feaft  as  this.  : 

How  Hands  the  cafe  with  us  in  ihefe  regards  ?  Is  ^ 
the  glorious  author  of  our  beings,  the  obje^  of  our 
higheft  cfleem  ^  Do  w^e  place  our  chief  delight  in  him  ^ 
and  is  it  our  fincere  and  unwearied  care  to  pleafe  him 
in  all  our  w^ays  ^ — Do  we  love  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrifl 
in  fincerity,  and  give  that  evidence  of  it,  which  he  re-  * 
quires,  by  keeping  his  commaudmencs 

And  do  we  manifefi  onrfelves  to  be  his  difciples,  by 
our  obedicixe  to  that  particular  command  of  his,  that 
W'e  love  one  another  ?  A  love  of  benevolence  is  due 
to  all  mankind  ;  but  in  an  efpecial  manner  are  we  re¬ 
quired  to  love  the  brethren,  with  a  pure  heart  fervent¬ 
ly  - wrathful,  malicious,  revengeful,  uncharita¬ 

ble  difpofition,  is  very  unbecoming  a  profefs’d  difciplc 
of  that  meek  and  lowly  Jefus,  who  laid  down  his  life 
even  for  his  enemies. — Arc  we  then  pofiefs’d  of,  and 
do  w’e  feck  to  cult.vate  that  charity  tow’ardsour  fcllow*- 
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men,  and  our  fellow-chridians,  without  which  we  are 
nothing  ?  Do  we  feel  a  benevolent  dirpofiiion  towards 
mankind  in  general,  and  our  brethren  in  Chrift  Jefus 
in  particular  ?  Do  we  rejoice  in  each  others  welfare, 
and  feek  as  we  have  opportunity  to  promote  it  ?  Are 
We  grieved  at  the  faults  of  thofe  around  us,  and  do 
we  try  to  reclaim  them  ?  Have  we  a  mantle  to  cover 
their  infirmities  ?  Are  we  ready  to  overlook  offences  ? 
and  forgive  thofe  who  have  trefpafled  againfi  us,  even 
as  God  for  Chriffs  fake  hath  forgiven  us  ?  Are  we 
dirpofed  to  think  favourably  of  others  ?  to  put  the 
kindefl  and  fofteH:  confiru(^ion  upon  the  words  and 
actions  of  fuch  as  we  think  have  injured  us  and  meant 
us  ill  ?  confidering  and  duly  weighing  every  alleviating 
circumftance  in  their  favour. — In  fhort,  have  we  that 
charity  which  beareth  all  things  of  an  injurious  nature, 
as  far  as  is  confident  with  dury.^  which  believeth  all 
things  and  hopeth  all  things  in  favour  of  another,  as 
far  as  there  is  any  manner  of  ground  for  it ;  and  en- 
dureth  all  things  while  there  is  any  profpeflof  a  change 
for  the  better  f  Ten,  which  fuffereth  long  and  is  kind, 
which  envieth  not,  vaunteth  not  itfelf,  is  not  puffed 
up,  is  not  eafily  provoked,  thinketh  no  evil  &c. — 
O  what  an  amiable  virtue  is  that  of  charity,  and  how 
becoming  a  chriflian  at  his  Lord’s  table  Let  us  fee 
to  it,  that  it  dwells  and  abounds  in  us. 

Again, 

y  )  We  fiiould  examine  ourfelv-’S  concerning  our 
obedience  to  the  commands  of  God. — In  this  ordi¬ 
nance,  we,  as  were,  allegiance  to  God,  and 

promife  that,  by  his  aflllfancc,  we  wiU  continue  faith- 
full  in  his  fervice  for  ever. — flasir  then  been  our  care 
to  live  up  to  thefe  engagements  do  we  fet  the  law  of 
God  before  us, as  the  rule  of  our  whole  behaviour  And 
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tho’ weare  unable  now  in  our  fallen  flare  to  keep  it  per- 
fecflly,  yet  do  we  fincerely  flrive  to  come  as  near  to  per- 
fedbon  as  pofllble,  exercifing  ourfelves  daily  to  main¬ 
tain  conlciences  void  of  offence,  both  toward  God,  and 
toward  man  ?  Or  if  we  have  been  remifs  and  carelcfs 
in  time  pa(l,do  we  heartily  repent  of  and  bewail  before 
God  thefe  our  mifearriages,  and  firmly  refolve  in  the 
(Irengihci  his  grace,  to  be  more  circumfpcfl  r.nd  care¬ 
ful  in  time  to  come  ?  and  when  wc  have  done  our  ut- 
moft,  are  wc  fenflble  and  ready  to  acknowledge,  that 
we  are  unprofitabre,  yea  guilty  fervants,  who  Hand  in 
need  of  a  pardon,  inflead  of  meriting  a  reward?  And 
confequently  do  we  look  to  the  merits  of  Chriff  alone 
to  render  our  fervices  as  well  as  pvrfons  acceptable  ? 

To  omit  feveral  other  particulars  of  lefs  importance, 
I  add  in  the  lafl  place;  it  is  proper  that  wc  examine 
ourfelves,  concerning  our  fpiriiual  wants  when  wc  are 
about  to  wait  upon  ChriH  mthis  ordinance  of  the  fup- 
per  ;  that  fb  we  n  ay  know  wdiat  petitions  to  put  up  for 
relief. — This  ordinance  is  a  kind  of  gojpel  Jlst e~houfe, 
or  Ipiritual  market,  in  which  is  fet  forth  to  \icw,  plen¬ 
tiful  provifion  for  the  fupply  of  all  our  ncceffiiies  ; 
and  offered  upon  the  conc.’efccnding  terms  of  a  believ¬ 
ing  reception. — We  fliould  then  caff  in  our  minds, 
what  relief  we  Hand  in  need  of,  what  pardon,  what 
comfort,  what  quickning,  what  Hrength,  what  light, 
fupport,  See—  And  all  thefe  wants  of  our  fouls,  we 
Hiould  fpread  before  the  Lord,  at  his  table,  and  hum¬ 
bly  pray  to  have  them  fupplied,  according  to  the  riches 
of  grace  in  ChriH  Jefus. 

Thus  have  wc  run  over,  tho’  in  a  brief  and  irnper- 
fc^l  manner,  what  I  judge  the  moH  material  heads  of 
examination  : — And  I  have  endeavourod  to  do  it  its 
fuch  a  manner,  as  not  to  open  too  great  a  latitude  ©n 

the 
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theone  hand,  nor  raife  unreafonable  fcruples  of  con- 
fcience  on  the  other. 

And  now  a  little  to  recapitulate  the  whole.  If 
upon  a  careful  examination  we  find,  that  we  have  a 
competent  underilanding  of  the  gofpel  way  of  life 
by  Jefus  Chrifi,  and  of  the  nature,  ufe  and  defign  of 
this  holy  inftitution  of  the  fuppcr  : — If  wc  do  hearti¬ 
ly  repent  of  all  our  fins,  bewailing  them  before  God, 
with  a  deep  rooted  hatred  of,  and  turning  from  them 
to  the  Lord,  and  the  pra6lice  of  his  commandments  : 
If  we  fincerely  acknowledge  Jefus  Chrift  to  be 
our  lord  and  maftcr,  believing  him  to  be  an  allfufH'. 
cient  and  an  infinitely  fuitable  Sav!our,  as  well  as 
uafpeakably  willing  even  for  wr,  and  doearnefily  de- 
ftre  to  be  interefted  in,  and  devoted  to  him  upon  the 
terms  of  the  gofpel  with  a  chcarful  confidence  in 
his  power  and  grace  for  falvatjon  . — If  we  have  rea- 
fon  to  think  we  have  that  love  to  God  and  Chrift 
which  is  a  fpring  of  chearful  obedience  and  at  the 
fime  time  are  of  a  charitable,  forgiving,  obliging 
difpofnion  towards  our  fellow-men  and  efpecially  our 
fellow  chriftians  •,  if  we  are  confeious  that  we  ufe  our 
bonell;  endeavours  to  live  in  obedience  to  all  God’s 
commands  ;  and  if  we  have  any  due  fenfe  of  ourfpi- 
ritual  wants,  that  we  are  in  ourfclves,  poor  and  mi- 
ferable,  wretched  and  blind  and  naked,  1  fay,  if  wc 
j  can  anfwer  fuch  enquiries  as  thefe  in  the  affirmative  ; 

I  or  if,  fo  far  as  we  know  our  own  hearts,  we  have 
I  reaforr  to  conclude  it  is  thus  with  us,  tho*  not  in  fuch 
t  meafures  as  we  defire  i-r-or,  to  co'me  lower  yet,  if  wc 
I  do  earneftly  and  above  all  things  defire,  and  ufe  our 
I  u:moft  endeavours  that  it  may  be  fo  with  us,  we  ought 
I  ,t0  come  and  cat  of  this  bread  and  drink  of  this  wine.  • 
I  But  here  a  queftiou  of  confidcrable  importance  , 
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arlfes,  which  has  perplexed  a  great  many  ferious 
people,  a<Hi  I'adly  divided'  the  chnilian  world,  viz, 
whether  any  perfon  may  venture  to  approach  the 
table  of  the  ]..ord,  whofe  prevailing  opinion  concer¬ 
ning  his  date  is,  that  he  is  not  a  fubjedt  of  God’s  fa- 
ving  grace,  or,  in  other  words,  that  he  is  not  favingly 
converted.  I  am  fenfible  it  is  a  nice  point  upon 
which  great  and  good  men  have  differed  in  their  fen- 
liments  *,  and  therefore  I  hope  I  may  claim  your  can¬ 
dour  and  charity,  if  1  fhould  declare  my  fentimenrs, 
perhaps  a  little  differently  from  what  fomc  of  you 
may  be  ready  to  think. 

My  thought  upon  the  point  is  this  *,  if  any  one 
firmly  believes,,  in  the  firfl  place,  that  whatever  js 
revealed  in  the  gofpel  concerning  jefus  Chi  id  is  true  : 
If  fo  far  as  he  knows  his  own  heart,  he  approves  of 
the  whole  method  of  falvation  by  him  : — If  he  is 
heartily  grieved  for  all  his  pad  fins,  and  is  willing 
and  determined  with  abhorrence  to  forfake  them  : — 
}f  he  is  earned ly  defirous  to  have  them  pardoned  fer 
Chrid’s  fake,  and  to  be  made  a  new^ creature  ;  and  it 
is  his  firm  refolution  and  defirc,  fofar  as  he  can  judge 
pf  his  own  finrerity,  and  in  depenJance  on  divine 
adidance,  to  walk  in  obedience  to  all  God’s  com¬ 
mands  for  time  to  come  *,  I  fay,  it  he  is  conlcious  of 
all  tliis,  that  this  is  his  temper,  thete  his  view^,  de¬ 
fires,  refolutions  and  endeavours ;  I  mud  lay  I  think 
he  ought  to  come,  let  him  have  never  fo  muchdaik- 
nefs  refpedting  his  dare. — if  he  cannot  come  rejificing, 
let  him  come  trembling  *,  and  who  knows  but  that 
the  Lord  may  be  k)und  ol  him  in  breaking  ot  bread  ? 
and  even,,  upon  the  fuppofition  that  fuch  an  one  is 
deditute  of  faving  grace  *,  yet,  as  he  is  thus  earyiejlly 
Jerking  and  praying  for  it  \  1  think  he  had  better 

come, 
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come,  than  (lay  away  ;  and  his  nnworthinefs  in  com¬ 
ing  is,  in  my  opinion,  not  equal  to  the  fin  he  is  guile 
of  in  neglecting  the  ordinance,  I  grant  that  no  on 
can  corneas  he  ought,  nor  can  he  pray  as  he  ovgcit^ 
but  in  the  exercife  of  true  faith,  and  repenrance  and 
love  and  every  grace  ;  and  therefore  1  mentioned 
thefe  with  fome  other  particulars,  as  what  we  Ihould 
examine  ourfelves  about  *,  hut  pill,  as  thefe  are  all  the 
gift  of  God,  and  we  arc  to  wait  upon  him  101  them, 
1  humbly  conceive,  that  one  who  is  brought  to  a 
full  and  hearty  determination  to  forfake  all  his  fins, 
and  is  earncflly  defirousof  the  grace  of  Goa\  and  of 
complying  with  every  known  duty,  I  Jay^  that  fuch 
an  one  who  comes  in  thisferious,  conscientious  man- 
ner,  whether  he  is  the  fubjed  of  faving  grace  of  nor, 
is  more  in  the  way  of  his  duty  in  coming,  than  in 
flaying  away,  tho’  dill  he  may  be  much  to  blams 
that  he  does  not  come  better. 

And  this  you  have.doubtlefs  heard  was  the  opini¬ 
on  of  the  great  Mr.  Stoddard  of  Northampton,  who 
was  the  author  of  that  precious  book  incitled,  tbs 
fafely  of  But  as  this  is  a  tender  and 

important  point,  people  ought  to  be  well  perfwaded 
in  their  own  minds  about  it.  But  as  for  luch  as  are 
confeious  CO  thenifclves  that  they  do  not  repent  of  all 
their  fins  *,  that  there  is  any-i^Ve  that  they  are  not  wil¬ 
ling  and  determined  to  forfake  ;  or  that  there  is  any 
one  known  duty  which  they  wilfully  live  in  rheneg- 
Jt  A  of, and  are  not  refolved  immediately  to  put  in  prac¬ 
tice  i  or  that  they  do  not  carnefily  defire  an  inte'effc 
in  Chrifl  upon  gofpel  terms,  and  are  not  willirgand 
rcfolvedjin  humble  dependance  on  divine  affiflancc, 
'to  live  entirely  devoted  to  his  fcrvice,  1  fay  if  any 
kno'^  this  to  be  the  cafe  with  them,  they  cannot 
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come  to  the  Lord’s  table  without  the  moft  daring 
prefumption  and  known  hypocrify. 

Bur  it  is  time  to  draw  to  a  clofe  ;  what  I  farther 
fay,  Hiall  be  a  word  or  two  concerning  the  frame  of 
mind  with  which  we  ought  to  approach  the  table 
of  the  Lord  ;  and  the  bulintf.  we  have  to  tranfatfl 
when  feated  there.  As  to  our  approach,  we  fhould 
labour  to  come  with  a  deep  fenfe  of  our  exceeding 
great  guilt  and  unworthinefs,  with  a  revereinial  awe 
and  folemnity  of  foul  : — -with  compofure  ot  mind 
and  fixednefs  of  thought  ; — with  chearlul  confix 
dence  in  God,  as  one  propitious  to  returning  Tinners 
thro^  his'dear  Son  ; — we  ffiould  come  hungring  and 
thirfling  after  rightcoufiicTs,  withraifed  expectations 
of  having  our  fpiritual  wants  fupplicd  •, — with  fervenc 
charity  towards  one  another  *, — and  a  folcmn  confi- 
dcration  of  the  nature  of  the  ordinance  to  be  attended 
on  . — And  w'hen  engaged  in  -the  folemnity,  we  are 
called  upon  to  confefs  and  bewail  before  God  our 
many  and  great  offences,  which,  were  the  procuring 
caufeofour  Saviour’s  great  fufferings  •, — to  aCt  faith 
in  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  for  pardon  and  every  blefling 
we  need  yea  afrefh  to  receive  him  in  all  his  offi¬ 
ces,  as  our  Saviour  : — and  deliberately,  humbly, 
chearfully,  Ti.icerely  and  unrefervedly  to  renew  the 
furrender  of  ourfelves  to-him,  in  that  well  ordered 
covenant  which  was  eftablillicJ  in  his  blood  •, — ad¬ 
miring  and  thankfully  acknowlegin^  the  riches  of 
redeeming  love,  andearneflly  imploring  that  divine 
cffiilance,  which  may  enable  us  to  live  no  more  to 
ourfelves,  but  to  him  that  loved  us,  and  gave  himfclf 
to  die  for  us. 


Sermon  IX, 


Delays  Dangerous. 


MATTHEW  25.  10, 

ylni  while  they  went  to  buy^  the  Bridegroom 
came. 

E  dirpoHiion  of  finners  to  negle£l 
their  Souls,  and  to  put  off  preparation 
for  death  and  the  eternal  world,  to 
feme  future  opportunity  is  fo  great, 
and  at  the  fame  time  fo  infinitely  ha¬ 
zardous,  that  I  can’f  content  my  felf  without  frequent¬ 
ly  and  folemnly  warning  them  of  their  extream  folly 
and  danger.  This  I  have  done  in  feveral  difeonrfes 
heretofore,  with  as  much  plainnefs  and  affed^ion  as  I 
was  able.  But  as  I  fear  the  fame  foolifh  delaying 
difpofidon  fill  remains  with  many  of  my  hearers  ;  I 
think  it  my  duty,  folemnly  to  warn  fiich  once  more, 
while  1  have  another  opportunity  to  fpeak  and  they 
to  hear,,  to  put  off  no  longer,  left  thro’  their  fatal  de^  . 
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l^ys  they  fhould  be  Tome  of  them  at  length  reduced 
tO'thc  unhappy  condition  of  the  foolifh  virgins  in  my 
who  going  too  late  to  buy  oil  for  their  lamp<;  to 
meet  the  Bridegroom,  were  not  able  to  get  it  and  re¬ 
turn  before  he  came.  This  part  of  the  tenth  verfe, 
IS  fo  noted  and  familiar  to  all  who  are  acquainted  with 
the  Bible,  that  it  needs  but  little  explanation  by  way 
of  introduction.  It  will  be  fufficient  to  obferve,  that 
the  defrgn  of  it  is  to  excite  us  faithfully  to  prepare 
arid  be  always  ready  to  meet  the  Lord,  when  ever  he 
fhall  call  for  us  either  at  death  or  judgment. 

In  the  text  ’  there  is  an  allufion  to  the  cuftom  of 
ihofc  days  in  marriages,  which  were  ufually  in  the 
night,  when  the  bride  and  the  bridegroom  were  each 
attendt^d  with  a  number  of  fcleCl  frithds,  he  by  ten 
young  men,  and  fhe  by  as  tuany  young  virgins.  At 
the  appointed  hour  the  bridegroom  was  conducted  by 
his  friends  to  the  bride’s  houfc  ;  the  bride-maids  on 
notice  of  his  approach,  going  forth  with  lamps  to  meet 
and  receive  him.  In  allufion  I  fay,  to  this  cuftom 
our  l  ord  cor'psrcs  himfclf  tothe  bridegroom  ;  ihofc 
who  profefs  f»ith  in  him  are  the  virgins  ;  the  lamps 
are  the  vifibic  profcfTion  ;  the  oil  fignifics  the  truth 
of  grace  In  the  foul ; — the  'wi/'e  are  the  finccre  true 
chiiftians  ;■ — the  foolifh  are  the  ungodly,  hypocritical 
pr-ofcrToi  s  ;  the  bridegroom’s  tarrying  means  Chrift’s 
d'='laying  his  fecund  coming  to  Judgment,  or  to  call  n% 
C'fT  by  death  •, — the  flumber  of  all  intimates  how 
rom'ifi:  the  bell  of  chriftians  loo  often  arc  in  their 
watch  i — the  cry  at  midnighr  warns  us  of  the  un- 
ex  pcCled  call  of  Chrift,  cither  at  death  or  judgment  •, — 
their  arifing  and  trimming  their  lamps  a  Imonifhes  ns 
of  the  alarm,  which  the  ..mmons  ot  death  will  give 
US  ; — The  adm’ifTionof  the  wife  virgins  who  were  rca- 
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dy  to  the  marriage,  and  the  door’s  being  flint  upon 
the  toolifh  for  going  unfeafonably  and  too  late  tofur- 
nifli  thcmfelvcs  with  oil,  teaches  us,  that  fuch.  and 
only  fneh  as  are  prepared  to  meet  the  Lord  at  death, 
will  be  admitted  to  Heaven  ;  while  others,  who  are 
then  found  deflitute  of  the  needful  qualifications,  will 
be  eternally  excluded.  And  it  likewife  fliews  us  the 
infinite  danger  there  is  in  neglefling  to  prepare  for 
heaven,  till  fome  of  the  lafl  hours  of  life,  when  we 
are  juft  ready  to  be  called  away  by  death  : — For  as 
while  the  fuoi't(h  were  gone  to  buy  the  bridegroom 
came  ;  fo  it  is  to  be  feared,  that  oftciiiimes  while 
the  poor  gracelefs  (inner,  is  in  confufion  and  perplex¬ 
ity  enquiring,  what  he  he  (hall  do  to  be  faved,  on  a 
death  bed  and  in  near  view  of  eternity  ;  the  fatal 
meflenger  too  foon  arrives  and  hurries  him  away  in 
a  ftatc  of  dreadful  unpreparednefs. 

Accordingly,  as  1  think  the  words  will  very  well 
fupport  it,  1  (hall  obferve  from  them  this  doflrine.  vi?. 

^bat  fuch  as  negleEl  preparation  for  heaven  ^till 
jufl  before  they  are  going  to  die,  run  the  utmofi  ha¬ 
zard  of  never  being  prepared  at  all,  and  confequent- 
ly  of  being  finally  and  for  ever  excluded  from  it. 

I  would  be  far  from  faying  that  a  finner,  who  has 
been  negligent  all  his  life  time  never  obtains  the  fa- 
ving  grace  of  God  in  fome  of  his  laft  moments  ;  while 
life  lafts  there  is  hope  and  a  pofTibility  of  falvation. 
God  can,  and  wc  may  fuppoL  he  fometimes  does^ 
pluck  a  dying  finner  as  a  brand  out  of  the  burning. 
One  inftance  we  have  of  it  in  the  golpel,  and  but 
one,  viz.  the  penitent  thief  on-checrofs;  which  feems 
to  be  recorded  that  none  might  abfolutely  dcfpair  on 
this  fide  eternity.  But  it’s  being  but  a  Angle  inftance 
loudly  warns  us  not  to  prefunx;  on  the  fuccefs  of  a 
late  repentance.  1  4  Before 
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Before  T  proceed  to  fhew  the  infinite  hazard  of  de¬ 
lays,  I  will  fay  a  few  words  concerning  that  prepara¬ 
tion  for  heaven,  which  it  is  ablolutcly  neccllary  we 
fhould  have  when  we  come  to  die  ; — and  llkewifc 
why  it  is,  that  (inners  are  fo  prone  to  put  it  off  ’rill 
fomc  ofthe  lad  hours  of  life.  As  to  that  preparui- 
on  for  heaven,  which  it  is  abfblutely  necclLry  we 
fhould  have  at  death,  it  confifls,  to  be  brief,  in  ihcfe 
two  things;  that  we  are  juftified  and  that  we  are 
fanftified,  or  made  new  creatures. 

✓ 

It  is  ahfolutely  neceflary,  in  order  to  olir  being  ad¬ 
mitted  to  hcavch,  that  we  be  in  a  date  of  judiheation 
at  death.  By  being  in  a  judihed  date,  1  mean  that 
W'c  obtain  the  pardon  of  our  fins,  reconciliation  with 
God,  and  have  a  right  and  title  to  eternal  happinefs  ; 
all  which  are  included  in  judiheation,  and  are  to  be 
obtained  by  fincere  repentance,  and  faith  in  Jefus 
Chrid  *,  on  account  of  whofe  righteoufners  alone  it  is 
that  we  can  be  admitted  to  this  bledld  privilege  ;  the 
nccefilty  of  which  I  need  not  fpend  time  to  tell  you  ; 
for  it  is  evident  upon  f  he  lead  reflexion,  that  if  we  die 
with  our  fins  u  i pardoned  and  out  of  favour  with 
God,  we  cannot  be  happy 

Again,  it  is  equally  neceda’y  that  before  we  die, 
we  become  new  creatures,  or  are  bjrn  again  by  the 
fpirit  of  (jod  For  we  are  exprefly  told,  that  wlihf  ut 
holinefs  no  man  can  fee  the  Lc-rd.  Our  natural  love 
of  fin,  and  delight  ie  it  mud  be  dedroyed,  and  a  love 
to  God  and  holinefs  implanted  in  the  foul  ;  and  in 
d^oit.  vve  mud  be  made  partakers  of  a  divine  nature, 
as  ever  we  would  hope  to  be  received  to  the  favour 
and  enjoyment  of  a  holy  God,  when  we  leave  this 
world. 

Our  Saviour  himfelf  has  told  us,  that  except  a  man 
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be  born  again  that  is,  unlefs  he  experience  fuch  an 
univcrfai  change  of  nature  by  the  operation  of  the 
holy  fpiric,  as  in  figurative  language,  may  be  fitly 
compared  to  a  fecond  birth,  as  he  then  begins  to  live 
and  in  a  new  and  different  manner  from  what  he 
ever  did  before,  he  cannot  fee  the  kingdom  of  God 
and  therefore  we  have  no  room  to  doubt  the  neccllity 
of  being  made  holy  in  order  to  be  happy.  Thus  in 
a  fhort  and  comprehenfi  ve  manner,  have  I  told  you 
what  that  preparation  for  heaven  is,  which  we  mud 
have  before  we  die,  or  be  eternally  excluded  from  . 
that  happy  place. 

But  alas!  iho’  the  nccefTity  of  it  is  fo  infinitely 
great,  yet  finnersare  naturally  prone  to  neglc^f  it  : — 
that  this  is  the  cafe,  1  doubt  not  but  the  confcienccs 
of  many  who  now  hear  me  can  witnefs  ;  and  various 
srre  the  reafbns  of  fuch  a  condud.  Some  of  which  I 
fhall  mention  ;  ‘  ’  And 

I.  Some  negled  preparation  for  .heaven  thro’  mere 
dupidity  and  thonghclefsnefs  about  things  of  fuch  a 
nature ;  they  live  like  brutes,  as  tho’  they  had  no  fouls 
to  fave  ;  no  heaven  to  fecure  or  hell  to  fear. 

II.  Too  great  an  attachment  to  the  things  of  this 
world,  is  another  reaf)n  why  many  negle<d  the  falva- 
tion  of  their  fouls.  They  arc  fo  hurried  and  taken 
up  with  ihefe  things,  that  they  excufe  themfelves  with 
this,  that  they  have  no  time  to  mind  their  future  con¬ 
cerns  at  prefent  : — they  hope  they  fliall  have  more 
leifure  by  and  by,  but  nowiiity  have  other  affairs  to 
attend. 

III.  Another  prevailing  caufeof  men’s  putting  off 

preparation  for  death  is  their  love  of  fin  ; — it  is  too 
dear  to  them  to  be  forfaken  ;  and  a  life  of  holinefs 
'too  difagreable  to  their  corrupt  natures  to  be  entered 
upon,  ’till  the  profpejd  of  immediately  dropping  into 
hell  makes  it  neceffary,  IV,  Again 
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IV.  Again,,  it  is  to  be  feared  that  many  ncglc^ 
preparation  for  death  bccaufe  they  fee  others  do  : —  j 
it  is  a  common  cafe  and  therefore  they  think  they  . 
may  put  it  off  as  well  as  their  neighbours,  and  fhall  Ij 
in  the  end  make  out  as  well  as  they  ;  little  confide-  1' 
ring  that  they  are  all  expofed  hereby  to  eternal  per-  1 
dition,  and  that  hell  will  be  ne’r  the  better  for  ba-  | 
ving  a  great  deal  of  company  in  it. 

V.  Once  more,  the  principal  rcafon  perhaps  why  3' 
fo  many  are  tempted  to  delays  is  the  prelumtive 
hope,,  that  they  (hall  have  time  enough  hereafter. 
They  imagine  it  will  then  be  early  enough  to  think 
about  another  world,  when  they  arc  going  to  ferfake 
this.  They  flatter  themfelves  they  will  then  repent,  ;• 
and  pray  eamejlly^  and  be  good  all  at  once;  and  make 

no  doubt  but  they  fliall  be  accepted  and  faved,  and  j 
get  to  heaven  as  fafe  as  tho’  they  had  begun  to  pray  . 
for  it  fooner.  I 

For  thefe  reafons  and  perhaps  lorne  others.  It  is  y' 
that  finners  are  naturally  fo  prone  to  delay  in  the 
bufinefs  of  religion.  And  thus  have  I  prepared  the 
way  to  what  1  had  principally  in  view  from  the  words  1 
of  my  text,  viz.  Jhew  that  fuch  as  negleft  pre¬ 
paration  for  heaven  'till  fome  of  the  lafl  hours  of  Itfe^ 
or  'till  juft  as  they  are  ^oing  to  die,  run  the  hazard 
of  never  being  prepared  at  all  ^  and  confequ^ntly  of  pc- 
rilhing  for  ever.  This  I  think  is  fufficiently  inti- 
mated  in  the  words,  “  ^nd  while  they  went  t$  buy 
the  bridegroom  came.  So,  we  have  rcafon  to  fear,  it 
too  often  is  with  delaying  finners,  who  have  the  oil  of 
grace  to  feek,  when  the  alarm  of  approaching  death 
is  made.  They  then  begin  to  bcfiir  themfelves,  and 
look  out  for  a  fupply,  and  endeavour  to  get  into  I 
fome  rcadinefs,  but  the  call  is  too  quick  for  them  :  * 

v.hile  X. 
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ublle  they  arc  all  in  confufion  and  unprepared,  they  ' 
are  fummoned  away,  and  lor  want  of  being  ready,  to 
their  amazing  difappolntmcnt  and  horror,  find  the  door 
ofhcuven  eternally  fhiu  againfi  them* 

Not  that  there  is  no  hope  or  pofijbility,  that  a  finner 
who  has  negleftcd  it  all  his  days  before,  fhould  ob¬ 
tain  the  faving  grace  of  God  in  forne  of  the  lafi  hours 
of  life  ; — this  would  be  limiting  the  holy  one  of  Ifrael, 
an.l  (hut  up  Tinners  under  defpair  before  their  time: 
Nor  do  I  mean  to  difeourage  them  from  crying  unto 
God  for  mercy  in  a  dying  hour  ;becaufc  there  is  even 
then  at  leaf  a  zvho  can  tell  but  they  may  obtain.  But 
what  I  mean  is  to  difeourage  Tinners  from  delaying  their 
preparation  ’till  that  gloomy  period,  and  toflaew  the 
infinite  danger  there  is  that  if  they  do  fo,  they  never 
will  be  prepared  at  all ;  which  will  appear  if  wc  confiJer 

I.^  How  great  a  thing  it  i.,  to  be  prepared  for  death. 
It  is  no  fuch  trifling bufinefs,  as  that  it  tnay  with  fafe- 
ty  be  crouded  into  the  lafl  remains  of  a  poor  (hort  life. 
The  whole  of  our  rime  is  little  enouah  to  prepare 
for  eterrvy  in,  and  was  given  us  principally  with  that 
view.  Wcarc  exhorted  to  be  continually  giving  all 
diligence  to  work  out  our  falvation  with  fear  and 
trembling. 

It  is  a  greater  thing  tlian  many  imagine,  to  be  a 
chriftian  indeed,  to  have  all  old  things  done  away,  and 
all  things  become  new  within  us.  To  have  our  na¬ 
tural  difpofition  changed  from  fin  to  holinefs  — To 
be  delivered  from  a  date  of  condemnation  and  wrath  : 
To  be  adopted  into  the  family  of  God  \—yea  to  be-' 
come  his  children  and  heirs  of  glory. 

How  different  this  from  what  we  are  by  nature  ? 
and  (hall  we  think  it  fafe  to  defer  fuch  vaft  and  im¬ 
portant  concerns  to  a  few  hours,  or  a  day  or  too  of 
the  lafl  and  very  vvQrft  part  of  all  our  lives  !  Ii 
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It  Is  true,  God  can  fnterpofe  and  favingly  renew 
and  fii  a  foul  for  heaven  in  the  very  laft  moment  of 
life  ;  but  for  any  to  neglect  tofeek  his  grace  before, in 
hopes  that  he  will  mercifully  beftow  it  on  them  then, 
is  almoft  as  great  a  prefumption,  as  it  would  be  for  a 
flothful  farmer  to  cxpefl  that  God  would  miraculou/ly 
give  him  a  plentiful  crop  of  grain  in  the  proper  fea- 
fon  of  it,  when  he  never  fo  much  as  began  to  plow 
his  ground  in  order  for  fowing,  ’till  a  week  before 
harveft  time. 

It  makes  me  think  of  a  poor  man  I  was  once  ac* 
quainfed  with,  who  a  little  before  he  died,  fent  for 
his  minifter  to  talk  and  pray  with  him  ;  upon  the  mi- 
niftet’s  afking  him,  whether  he  did  not  believe  that 
Jefus  Chrift  was  able  to  fave  him  ?  he  anfwercd,  ’tis 
too  late  now  !  too  late  !  too  late  !  Whether  it  was 
too  late  or  not,  it  feems  the  poor  unhappy  creature 
thought  it  was  ; — and  when  once  the  delaying  (inner 
is  pofTed  with  tliat  notion,  it  will  perhaps  as  effe^fu- 
ally  keep  him  from  true  faith  in  Chrift,  as  if  tb^re 
had  been  no  Saviour  provided.  And  let  rue  tell  you 
my  hearers  !  that  if  after  this  plain  and  faithful  war- 
nmg  you  fliould  any  of  you  be  difpofed  hill  to  put 
off  the  great  work  of  preparing  for  heaven  to  a  dying 
hour,  it  would  be  no  flrange  thing,  if  you  fhoulJ 
then  think,  and  even  find  it  to  be  too  late. 

II.  Delays,  and  efpecially  ’till  very  late  arc  ex¬ 
tremely  dangerous,  bccaufe  the  longer  any  one  conti¬ 
nues  in  fin,  the  more  hardened  will  he  be  in  it,  and 
generally  fpeaking,  the  more  averfe  will  he  be  to  fet 
about  a  thorough  reformation.  The  habits  of  fin 
gather  flrength  by  indulgence  ;  in  confidcrarion  of 
which,  the  reformation  of  an  old  habituated  finner  is 
compared  for  the  difficulty  of  it,  to  an  Ethiopian’s 

changing 
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changing  his  (kin  or  a  lepard  his  fpots,  Jer.  13.  23^. 
'  Can  the  Ethiopian  change  his  Ikin,  or  the  leopard  his 
fpots  ?  then  may  ye  alfo  do  good  that  are  accudomed 

Jto  do  evil. 

It  is  with  fin,  the  difeafe  of  the  mind,  as  it  is  with 
fome  threatning  ficknefs  of  the  body  ;  the  longer  it  is 

flet  alone,  the  greater  will  the  difficulty  of  removing 
it  be,  and  the  more  danger  from  it.  And  fince  this 
r  is  the  cafe,  is  there  no  apparent  hazard  in  depending 
:  on  a  late^  and  efpecially  on  a  death  bed  repentance  ? 
%  ,  For  confide r 

I  III.  What  a  very  unfuitable  feafon  to  begin  and 
I  accomplilh  the  whole  of  our  preparation  for  heaven, 
I  to  a  time  of  ficknefs  and  dying  is.  Various  circum- 
I  fiances  concur  to  make  it  fo — the  body  is  then  weak, 
I  perhaps  full  of  pains  *, — the  mind  perplexed  and  coh- 
I  fufed  the  thoughts  all  in  a  flutter  ; — and  a  variety 
I  of  other  concerns  all  croud  in  upon  us  — our  worldly 
I  affairs  may  then  be  to  fettle  ; — weeping  friends  to  con- 
^  verfe  with  and  take  our  leave  of ;  and  at  the  fame  time 

1  perhaps  our  reafon  will  be  impaired,  or  as  the  vulgar 
‘phrafe  is,  we  fliall  be  out  of  our  fenfes  ;  and  then 
what  a  fine  condition  fhall  we  be  in,  to  fet  about  and 
t  purfuc  the  bufinefs  of  religion  ? 

!  But  fuppofe  the  exercife  of  our  reafon  holds  out 
I  to  the  laft,  which  yet  cannot  be  depended  on,  it  mud 
i  be  confefs’d  that  a  death-bed  is  a  very  inconvenient 
j  place  for  a  work  fo  vafl,  fo  difficulty  fo  important, 
f  What  is  then  done  mull  be  done  all  in  a  hurry,  with 
I  but  little  time  for  mature  deliberation,  or  ferious  re- 

ifle6Iion  ;  and  the  awful  concerns  of  eternity  difpatch- 
ed-in  a  fhorter  feafon  than  we  would  chu(e  to  allot 
for  fome  of  the  comparatively  trifling  affairs  of  time. 
You  have  fome  of  you  been  fick  yourfclvcs,  or  if 

you 
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you  have  not,  you  have  feen  others  fick  anJ  trying; 
and  let  reafon  judge  whether  that  is  a  convenient  feaf- 
on  to  tranfa^^  the  whole  bufinels  ot  religion  in,  and  all 
the  important  concerns  of  another  world. — Does  it 
look  fit  and  fafe  that  the God  or  our  own  fouls 
and  eternity  fhould  be  ncglc6fed  till  the  beft  part  of 
life  is  fpent  in  fin  and  vanity,  and  nothing  left  but  a 
few  poor  days  orhonrs  of  languiflimcnt  and  pain  ?  Can 
vve  think  it  very  likely  that  the  finner  fliould  then 
fuccecd,  and  obtaiit  that  grace  which  he  obllinately 
ref  u fed  all  his  life  before  ? — It  is  true  God  is  infinite 
in  mercy,  and  ready  to  receive  every  humble  peni¬ 
tent  ;  luit  then  finners  fliould  confidcr,  that  it  is  not 
in  iheir  power  truly  to  repent  jufl  when  they  pleafe.. 

Jii  ordci  to  true  and  laving  repentance,  there  muff 
be  a  new  heart  given,  which  is  the  gift  of  God  ;  and 
liow  do  wc  know  he  will  pleaf’e  to  give  it  us,  at  fuch 
a  late  unfcafonablc  hour,  when  we  would  not  feek 
his  help  before  ? — cfj  ecially  when  we  confider 

1V^  How  very  provoking  and  heinous  the  fin  of 
prefmuption  is,  and  how  much  the  delaying  finner  has 
been  doing  all  his  paft  life  to  grieve  God’s  fpirit.  and 
provoke  him  to  withdraw  from  him  : — the  pra^fical 
lauguap-e  of  fuch  as  fj  end  their  firll  and  befl  days  in 
fin,  with  a  view  to  repent  jufi  before  they  die,  is  that 
God  is  ytry  good  and  hard  to  be  offended  •, —  nay, 
that  he  is  lo  willing  to  have  his  mercy  trampled  upon 
and  abufc.l,  that  there  is  no  danger  in  finning  againft 
him  ior  thirty  or  forty  or  fifty  years  together,  and 
even  longer  if  they  can  bu*4^j  jfl  catch  an  hour  or  two 
at  lall  to  alkhis  pardon,  and  that  not  bccaulethcy  hate 
fin. but  becaufe  they  cannot  enjoy  it  any  longer, and  arc 
afraid  of  going  to  heU, 

Hvaw  abominable  that  w'orrns  of  the  dufl  fliould 
Treat  their  maker  ilvas!  arJ  yei  this  is  the  bold  prefump- 

tcous 
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tcous  condu^  o[  all  who  depend  on  a  late  repentance  ; 
they  take  it  fur  granted  ,  that  the  divine  mercy  will 
always  be  at  their  fcrvice;  and  that  they  hardly  can 
by  any  means  provoke  God  to  withhold  it  from  them. 
No  5  he  is  all  goodnefsin  their  view,  and  is  (carcely 
able  to  relent  an  affront.  But  is  there  no  danger 
that  fuch  will  be  dreadfully  difappointed  at  lafi,  and 
find  to  their  cofl  that  the  fovereign  mercy  of  God  is 
not  at  their  difpofal  ?  What  I  muft  the  great  Jehovah 
always  be  at  their  beck  ?  and  be  obliged  to  accept  of 
any  thing,  the  very  dregs  of  time,  and,  as  1  may  lay, 
the  leavings  of  the  devil ! — Is  it  not  the  heighth  of 
prefumption,  for  any  to  exped  that  God  will  liave 
mercy  on  them  at  the  very  laft,  when  they  dcligncd- 
Jy  put  off ’till  then  ?  Have  they  not  realbn  to  ex- 
peft  that  he  will  then  leave  them  to  be  their  own  favi- 
ours?  and  convinccthem  by  fatal  experience,  that  he 
is  not  a  God  to  be  trifled  with  ? 

V.  That  fuch  as  negle£f  preparation  for  death  ’till 
juft  before  it  come,  fliould  be  in  theutmoft  danger  of 
being  called  away  unready,  feems  to  be  in  feme  mca- 
fure  neceffary^  in  order  that  none  might  be  encoura¬ 
ged  to  put  off’iill  then.  Were  it  fo  that  there  was 
no  danger  in  ncglerfting  the  grace  of  God  'till  a  dying 
hour,  and  linners  were  then  as  likely  to  obtain,  as  if 
they  had  let  themfelves  to  feek  it  in  the  early  part 
of  life  ;  they  would  perhaps  almoft  univetfally  take 
liberty  from  thence  to  defer  the  ferious  prolecution  of 
religion  hill  then  ;  and  thus  the  devil  would  be  ho¬ 
noured  with  the  fervice  of  the  beft  and  moft  vigorous 
part  of  their  lives,  and  the  poor  fliattered  remains 
$nly  devoted  to  their  maker, 

VI.  The  hazard  of  fnch  delays  will  farther  ap- 
'pcar,  if  wc  confider  what  foft  of  repentance  it  is  to 

be 
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be  feared  that  is,  which  finncrs  often  have  on  a 
death-bed. 

It  is  a  common  and'almofl:  a  .univerfal  thing,  for 
finners  to  be  concerned  for  their  fouls,  when  they 
come  to  be  a  dying,  and  to  profefs  great  lorrow  for 
their  finful  lives,  and  we  may  charitably  hope  it  is 
fometimes  fincere  *, — but  we  have  rcafon  to  fear,  it  is 
often  only  a  meer  fright — a  flavifli  dread  of  hell,  ra** 
ihcr  than  a  godly  forrow  for  fin. 

That  there  is  much  rcafon  to  fear  this  is  the  cafe 
with  multitudes,  1  think  is  evident  from  known  in- 
flanccs  of  fuch  penitents  recovering  from  ficknefs  con¬ 
trary  to  their  expectations.  I  have  known  feveral 
who,  while  they  were  apprehenfive  they  fliould  foon 
launch  into  eternity,  appeared  to  be  vaflly  humble 
and  forry  for  fin,  and  warned  their  companions  rot 
to  put  off  as  they  had  done,  and  gave  great  hopes  to 
their  friends  that  they  were  really  converted  ; — and 
yet  after  they  got  well  again,  retuTnecl  back  to  their 
former  finful  courfes  and  fometimes  bec^gme 
worfe,  which  fhow’d  that  their  repentance  was  not  of 
the  right  kind,  and  therefore  would  not  have  faved 
them  from  hell. — 1  would  by  no  means  fuggefi  that 
this  is  the  cafe  with  all, — I  hope  and  believe  that  God 
fometimes  changes  a  dying  Tinner  into  a  true  faint, 
and  from  the  brink  of  hell,  emphatically  fo,  iranflates 
him  to  tlie  joys  of  Heaven.  But  i  muff  fay,  that  I 
greatly  fear  fuch  inflances  are  not  very  common  ; 
neither  fcriptiire,  reafon,  nor  obfervation  lead  us  to 
conclude  they  arc. 

There  is  a  kind  of  repentance,  and  a  violent  one 
too,  which  a  man  may  be  in  the  exercile  of  a  ihou- 
fand  times,  and  be  damned  after  all  and  even  in  the 
mid  if  ofi:. 
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'  How  often,  for  inftance,  do  a  crew  of  failors  re¬ 
pent  in  a  rtorm,  when  they  expeft  every  minute  or 

half  hour  to  fink  ? - -Lord  have  mercy  on  us !  they 

will  cry,  God  almighty  have  mercy  on  us !  we  arc 

all  going  to  the  bottom! - -And  fo  they  arc  fright- 

ned  alnaoft  to  death  ;  and  make  the  ftrongeft  promifes 
perhaps  that,  if  it  would  pleafe  God  to  fpare  them* 
they  would  never  fwcar  again,  but  be  good  all  their 

days. - Well,  the  fform  blows  over,  and  for  a  few 

days  they  are  pretty  robcr,and  fcarcely  a  wicked  word 
heat;d  among  them  all  ;  but  after  a  week  or  fortnight 
they  will  fwe'ar  as  profanely  as  ever,  ’till  another  florm 
come  on,  or  by  fome  other  means  they  arc  in  danger 
of  foundering,  and  then  they  will  fall  to  repenting 
again  for  that  time  ; — and  fome  old  feaman  has  per* 
haps  in  this  manner  repented  an  hundred  times,  and 
is  as  bad  after  all  as  he  was  at  firfl. 

I  would  not  by  this  intimate  that  all  my  fea-faring 
brethren  allow  themfelves  in  the  fin  of  profane,  cul- 
tomary  fwearing ;  fome  of  them,  I  trufl,  tremble  to 
take  the  name  of  God  in  vain  : — But  alas!  it  is  too 
well  known  that  profane  language  is  no  ffrangc  thing 
among  them. 

Bat  to  return. - It  Is  to  be  feared,  nay  it  is  found 

by  obfcrvacion,  that  many  after  this  manner  repent  in 
a  fit  of  ficknefs,  with  a  repentance  not  unto  falva- 
tion.  As  it  may  be  only  fear  of  death  and  hell  that 
occafions  fuch  a  repentance,  I  fee  no  reafon  why  it 
may  not  on  a  bed  of  ficknefs  at  home,  as  well  as  on 
board  a  vclTel  at  fea. 

1  grant  indeed  that  God  in  his  providence  many 
times  makes  ufe  of  threatning  dangers,  fuch  as  tein* 
pe  tf,  earthquakes  and  (ickneis,  to  bring  finners  to 
virue  repentance, — — The  terrible  carrhquake  that 
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flung  open  the  prifon  door,  was  blcfled  for  the  con- 
verfion  of  the  poor  jay  lor. - A  florni  at  Tea,  I  be¬ 

lieve,  is  fornetimes  the  means  of  converfion  to  a  Tai¬ 
lor  : — fb  a  fit  of  (icknefs  may  be  the  means  of  faving 
health  to  the  foul  •, — but  yet,  as  1  faid  before,  it  is 
often  incfTeffual,  and  produces  no  true  change  of 
heart,  or  any  different  fort  of  repentance  from  what 
is  found  among  the  damned. 

Thefe  feveral  confidcrations  which  have  been  but 
briefly  offered,  I  irufl  make  good  the  obfervation 
from  the  words  of  my  text,  viz.  that  fuch  as  neglect 
preparation  for  heaven  ’till  juff  as  they  are  a  going 
to  die,  run  the  utmofl;  hazard  of  never  being  pre¬ 
pared  at  all,  and  confequenily  of  perifhing  forever. 

And  now  for  improvement  of  this  difeourfe,  let  us 
all, 

I.)  In  the  firfl:  place,  faithfully  examine  ourfclves, 
whether  we  are  prepared  for  death. — Can  we  on  good 
grounds  conclude  we  have  a  faving  intcreft  in  Chrift, 
that  our  fouls  are  fanflified  and  renewed;  as  well  as 
our  fins  pardoned  for  his  fake  ? — Should  death  fur- 
prize  us  before  to-morrow  morning,  or  before  this 
week  is  out,  what  would  become  of  us  ^ — Have  we 
befides  the  lamp  of  profeflion,  the  oil  of  grace  in  our 
hearts,  and  are  we  ready  to  meet  the  Lord  whenever 

he  fhall  call  ? - The  cry,  behold  he  cometh  1  may 

be  made  much  fooner  than  we  arc  aw’arc,  and  therefore 
it  highly  concerns  us  to  fee  to  it,  that  we  have  not  our 
preparation  to  make  after  the  notice  of  his  immediate 
approach. 

2  )  Let  all  fuch  ns  are  yet  in  a  flatc  of  iinprcpared- 
nefs,  be  exhorted  to  delay  no  longer  : — You  have  been 
told  what  that  preparation  is,  which  you  muft  have  at 
death  or  perlfli  ;  and  the  infinite  hazard  of  putting  it 
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off  to  a  dying  hour  ; — -And  now  will  any  of  you  run 
the  dreadful  venture  ?— -one  would  think  it  impoffible 
that  any  of  you  Jhould,  and  yet  I  fear  that  fbme  of  you 
will — What  farther  fliall  or  can  1  fay  to  you  to  pre¬ 
vent  it  ?  I  truft  you  would  all  be  glad  to  go  to  Ideaven 
when  you  die,  and  to  die  in  true  peace  and  confidence 

of  mind  ; - -Weil,  as  ever  you  would  it  concerns  you 

to  make  a  fcrious  bufinefs  of  preparing  for  it  before 
hand;  for  death  will  not  wait  a  moment  beyond  ihe 
appointed  time,  to  give  you  opportunity  to  ptoenre 
the  oil  of  grace,  if  you  are  found  without  it  when  it 

comes. - You  muftthen  go  prepared  or  unprepared, 

and  take  the  confequence  ;  and  what  that  is  you  have 
been  told  already  : — If  prepared  you  will  be  admitted 
into  the  kingdom  of  Heaven;  but  if  not,  the  door  will 
be  fhut  upon  you. 

Let  me  then  entreat  you  as  you  would  avoid  the  fate 
of  the  foolifh  virgins,  to  fet  about  this  neceflary  pre¬ 
paration  in  feafbn  without  any  farther  delay — ye  can’t 
be  too  fpeedy  in  the  affair,  for  your  all,  your  eternal 

all  depends  upon  it. - ^Nor  can  you  ever  expe<5f  a 

I  more  favourable  opportunity  than  the  prefent.  You  have 
1  _^now  an  opjxjrtunity  to  attend  on  the  word  preached, 

\  and  to  read  it  at  leifure,  as  well  as  to  retire  for  fecrcc 
prayer: - And  yon  have  more  encouragement  to  ex¬ 

pert  God’s  gracious  alTiftance  now  than  you  ever  can 

have  hereafter. - And  befides  you  den’t  hiow  that 

you  are  to  live  a  month,  a  week, or  a  day  longer.  Nay, 
I  if  you  continue  to  negle6f  your  fouls,  you  do  novh?ow 
I  but  that  before  a  month  is  at  an  end,  you  may  be  in 
[  hell: — and  therefore  it  is  of  the  utmoff  importu  ce 

•  that  you  immediately  fet  about  religion. - -Awake 

thou  that  fleepefi:,  and  call  upon  thy  God,  that  thou 

perifh  nor, - O  be  perfwaded  from  this  very  day, 
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in  the  mofl  importunate  manner,  to  addrefs  the  throne 
of  grace  for  mercy;  that  your  fins  may  be  blotted  out  ; 
that  your  natures  may  be  renewed  ;  and  your  fouls 
prepared  to  meet  the  heavenly  bridegroom. 

And  let  us  j//  be  follickous  to  be  ever  {landing  with 
our  loins  girt  and  our  lamps  burning,  left  peradventure 
a  midnight  cry  of  death  fhould  alarmus  deftitute,  and 
thus  while  we  arc  feeking  the  ncceftary  furniture,  our 
Lord  lliould  come,  and  the  door  be  ftiut. 

I  truft  you  arc  all  by  this  time  come  to  one  of  thefe 
three  determinations. - either 

1.  That  you  will  never  concern  yourfelves  about 
thefe  things,  or, 

2.  That  you  will  difmifs  the  confideration  of  them 
for  the  prefenr,  with  a  view  to  think  of  them  hereafter. 

Or, 

3. )  That  you  will  immediately  regard  them. 

If  any  of  you  are  determined  never  to  concern 
yourfelves  about  preparation  for  death  ;  I  would  only 
obferve  to  fuch,  that  there  is  a  time  coming,  that  will 
convince  them  of  the  importance  of  it. 

If  any  are  refolvcd  to  put  off  a  while  longer  with 
a  view  to  prepare  hereafter,  I  would  only  again  juft 
remind  them,  their  mifcrable  condition  may  hereafter 
be  like  that  of  the  foolifli  virgins,  who  W'ere  gone  to 
buy  when  the  bridegroom  came. 

But  if  any  will  come  to  a  happy  determination 
that  they  will  delay  no  longer  ;  I  would  intreat  them, 
by  all  means,  to  cherifh  and  abide  by  it,  and  never 
give  over  feeking  and  driving,  ’till,  by  the  grace  of 
God^  they  have  ob  ained  thofc  qualifications  for  hea¬ 
ven,  which  may  be  a  full  pledge  and  carneft  of  their 
final  admiftion  there. 
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y^nd  he  led  them  forth  hj  the  right  Way,  that 
they  might  go  to  a  City  of  Habitation. 


HESE  words  appear  to  have  reference  to 
T  ^  the  condti?l  of  God’s  providence  toward, 
and  over  his  ancient  people  the  Jews,  dur- 
ing  their  long  and  tedious  marches  thro’ 
the  wildcrnefs,  from  the  land  of  Egypt  to  Canaan.  You 
know  they  were  directed,  through  the  whole  courfc  of 
their  journey,  by  the  pillar  of  cloud  by  day,  and  of 
fre  by  night  ;  fo  that  wherever  thefc  directed,  and  led 
the  way,  they  followed. 

But  how  could  fuch  a  long,  crooked,  round-about 
v/ay,as  that  was  by  which  God  led  them,  be  called  the  . 

right 
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right  way  f  Could  they  not  have  gone  frora  Egypt  to 
Canaan  in  lels  than  forty  years  ?  and  in  a  more  direct 
courfe  than  what  they  took  ?  To  be  fure  one  would 
have  tho’t  they  might.  The  diftance  was  not  fo  im- 
menfe,  but  it  might  have  been  pafsM  in  Jefs  than  a 
twelve  month, and  without  half  the  windings  they  made 
in  their  journey.  I  fay, this  have  been,  had  their 
fupream  director  feen  fit  to  have  ordered  it  fo.  We 
are  not  then  by  the  right  way,  to  underfiand,  that 
God  led  them  the  neareji  way,  nor  the  leajl  difficult 
way,  nor  the  quickefl  way  ;  feeing  they  might  have 
gone  much  more  diredlly,  with  greater  fpeed,  and  with 
Jefs  trouble.  But  this  winding,  tedious  courfe,  w'as 
the  right  way,  as  it  that  w'ay  in  which  infinite  wif- 
dom  faw  fit  to  exercife  that  ungrateful,  unbelieving, 
revolting  people.  God  did  it  to  prove  them,  and  try 
Nvhat  was  in  their  hearts  ;  whether  they  w'ould  acknow¬ 
ledge  and  fervehim,  under  dark  and  difeouraging  dif- 
penfations ;  as  well  as  when  they  beheld  the  mofi  mar¬ 
vellous  interpofuionsof  divine  providence  in  their  favor. 

And  fince  their  journey  from  Egypt  ioCanaan,thro' 
the  wildernefs,  was  typical  of  the  weatifome  travels  of 
all  true  believers  thrt»’ this  world  of  diflrefs  and  for- 
row  to  the  heavenly  Canaan  above  t  And  ss  the  ]  co- 
ple  of  God  uow,  are  as  much  under  the  direcflign  of  hi« 
over-ruling  providence  as  the  yezvs  were;  I  think  I 
may  very jufily  make  the  following  obrcrv..iioRS  from 
the  words  of  my  text,  viz. 

I.  That  all  the  true  people  of  God  arc  travelling  on 
toward  Heaven. 

II.  Thar  thro’ the  whole  courfe  of  their  journey, 
they  are  under  the  condtuTf  and  direction  of  divine  pro¬ 
vidence.  Cod  leads  them.  And, 
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III.  That  this  way,  in  which  his  providence  leads 
them,  is  the  right  way. 

I.  The  firlt  obfervation  which  prefents  itfclf  from 
the  words  is,  that  all  the  true  people  of  God  are  tra¬ 
velling  on  toward  Heaven. 

Come  ye  poor  affli(Sted  faints, who  are  opprefs’d  with 
difficulties,  temptations,  diflrefTcs  and  fears  of  v.irions 
kinds  ;  here  is  matter  of  comfort  to  you,  under  all 
your  prefent  forrows.  Tho’  you  travel  in  a  rough  and 
thorny  maze,  you  are  in  the  road  that  leads  to  Heaven, 
and  will  foon  convey  you  thither. 

This  life  is  often,  and  with  propriety,  compared  to  a 
journey,  in  which,  from  the  firR  moment  we  are  born, 
we  fet  out  for  eternity.  Some  have  a  longer, and  (bme 
a  fhorter  paflage  than  others  ;  but  all  are  bound  for  the 
eternal  world,  and  haRen  to  it. 

But  alas  !  we  all  make  a  wrong  fetting  out.  For 
tho’  we  are  all  travelling  for  eternity,  yet  our  natural 
inclination  is  to  take  a  courfe  that  w'ill  lead,  not  xohap- 
f  tnefs,  but  to  mifery  ;  and  were  we  left  to  purfue  the 
paths  of  our  own  chufing,  we  fliould  not  finally  get  to 
Heaven,  but  to  hell. 

But,  adored  be  the  riches  of  divine  Grace  !  God  is 
pleafed  to  ufe  a  variety  of  the  moR  fuitable  means,  to 
Rop  poor,  periffiing  linncrs.in  the  dangerous  paths  they 
arc  by  nature  in,  and  turn  them  ;.hont  into  the  ficieil 
road  that  leads  to  PJeaven.  And  tho’ great  number  , 
after  all  the  efforts  of  divine  compaffion  in  their  favour. 
Rill  obRinately  continue  in  the  paths  of  fin  and  ruin  ; 
yet  others,  a  happy  few,  are  prevailed  upon  to  alter 
their  courfe,  and  to  Rccr  for  Heaven,  according  to  the 
direcRions  of  God’s  holy  w'ord. 

Thefe,  being  eReclually  convinced  of  their  fin  anil 
danger  by  nature,  and  having  their  vicious  iicaris  chan- 
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ged  from  the  love  of  fin,  to  God  aiid  holinefs ;  and 
being,  at  the  fame  time, , pardoned  for  all  their  pafl 
tranlgreflions^and  taken  into  covenant  with  God,  thro* 
the’merits  of  his  own  fon,to  whofe  immediate  care  they 
are  committed,  as  the  prophet,  pried,  and  king,  of  the 
new  covenant ;  they  now  delightfully  travel  on,  in 
the  road  of  faith  and  holinefs,  to  heaven. 

I  call  it  the  road  of faith  and  hoUnefs  in  which  they 
travel  ;  becaiife,  the  godly,  while  in  this  w'orld,  walk 
by/  aith,  and  not  by  fght.  They  live  and  aft  under 
the  influence  of  future  and  invifiblc  objefts, apprehend¬ 
ed,  realized,  and,  as  it  wcrc,prefcnted  to  view  by  faith. 
And  they  travel  in  the  road  of  holinefs ^  as  they  are 
made  partakers  of  a  new  and  divine  nature,  inclining 
them  to  univerfal  obedience  in  their  lives.  The  law 
of  God  is  written  in  their  hearts,’*  and  tho’  their  con¬ 
formity  to  it  is  very  imperfeft  ;  yet,  it  is  their  pre¬ 
vailing  care  to  live  in  obedience  to  it ;  and  to  main¬ 
tain  confciences  void  ofofTence,  both  toward  God,  and 
toward  men.”  It  is  in  vain  for  any  to  think  of  getting 
to  Heaven  at  lafl,  if  they  are  not  made  holy  here.  If 
vve  take  any  other  path  than  this, we  mufl  never  cxpcfl 
to  reach  tliat  blefled  place  :  for  this  is  the  only  road 
God  has  laid  out  for  Heaven  ;  and  bis  here  alone  his 
cliildrcn  travel.  A  facred  road,  and  delightful  flage 
at  the  en  1  of  it  !  It  leads  to  Heaven,  as  I  told  you,  my 
hearers  :  yes,  to  Heaven  iifeif,  and  thither,  in  a  liiile 
time,  will  it  infallibly  convey  iholc  happy  fouls  who 
arc  found  walking  in  if. 

For  tho*  they  may  often  faulter  in  their  ccurfe,  and 
fometimes  turn  afide  after  lying  vanities  ;  yet  thioiig’i 
the  grace  of  the  covenant,  which  Hands  engaged  i 
their  fafety,  they  fliall  none  of  them  get  totallv  be- 
viildcr  d,  nor  alu  gctlict  f4int,ar.J.  lo  Anally  cemte  fl.iM  t  , 
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but  fliall  all  pcrfevare,  being  **  kept  by  the  mighty 
power  of  God,  thro’  faith  unto  falvation.”  And  in 
this  refpe^i,  there  is  a  diiTerence  from  what  was  the 
cafe  with  the  Ifraclites  in  the  wildernefs.  They  all  fet 
out  for  Canaan,  and  flood  as  candidates  for  the  pro- 
mifed  reft  ;  but  many  of  them  fell  fhort  and  periflied 
in  the  way.  And  why  ?  Becaufe  they  obeyed  not  the 
voice  of  the  Lord,  nor  continued  fledfaft  in  the  cove¬ 
nant  of  their  God. 

But  the  poflefflon  of  heaven,  is  not  ft)  precarious 
to  the  believer.  Indeed,  many  of  the  vifiblc  church, 
it  is  to  be  fear’d,  will  fail  ot  admilTion  to  that  glorious 
world  ;  as  they  are  hypocritical  in  their  profeflion,  and 
fb  have  neither  a  title  to  heaven,  nor  are  qualified  for 
it.  Such  as  thefe,  who  are  the  children  of  God  in 
appearance  only,  but  not  in  reality,  may  Jeem  to  be 
in  the  road  to  heaven,  and  pleafe  thcmfelves  with  the 
hopes  of  arriving  there  ;  but  will  at  lafl  be  flidly  dif- 
appointed,  and  their  ill-grounded  hopes  be  **  blown 
away,  like  chaff  before  the  wind.” 

Bat  this  will  be  the  unhappy  cafe  with  none  of  the 
truly  godly,  who  fincerely  love,  a  d  make  it  their 
prevailing  care  to  honor  and  obey  their  heavenly  Fa¬ 
ther.  They  fliall  travel  fafcly  on,  under  his  divine 
condu6l  and  profeflion,  who  will  “  guide  them  by  his 
*'  counfcl  while  here,  and  afterward  receive  them  to 

But  they  mu  ft  cxpefl  to  meet  with  difiicultics  on 
the  road,  as  the  Ifraehtes  did,  from  Fgypt  to  C.maan  , 
‘and  that  not  for  a  day  or  two  only,  but  more  or  lefs, 
thro’  the  whole  couiTe  of  their  journey.  Were  the 
Jews,  in  their  marches,  befet  with  enejuics,  who  op- 
pofed  their  progrers,anil  endeavoured  to  deflroy  them? 
So  is  the  chriflian  ir a  r  elief,  and  no  very  inconfi  !er.i- 
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ble  foes  neither.  We  have  a  fubtle,  malicious  devil, 
to  encounter  and  conflift  with  ;  an  enfnaring  world, 
and  the  motions  of  our  own  wicked  hearts  to  watch  a- 
gainft  and  oppofe,  and  various  calamities  of  one  kind 
and  another,  to  pafs  thro’,  before  we  can  reach  the  end 
of  our  wearifome  pilgrimage. 

But  none  of  thefe  things  fliould  move, or  difeourage 
us ;  for  greater  is  he  that  is  with  us,  than  all  they 
which  are  againft  us.  We  have  a  glorious  captain 
and  leader,  who  is  able,  and  has  engaged,  to  conduct  all 
his  faithful  people  fafely  thro’  all  oppofing  difficulties 
and  dangers,  to  the  promifed,  peaceful  land  of  undif 
turbed  repofe. 

And  farther,  to  animate  and  encourage  us,  let  us 
for  a  few  minutes,  confider  the  glorious  flage  at  the 
end  of  our  journey.  It  is  to  Heaven,  all  true  chriflians 
aic  travelling;  a  placeof  unfpeakable delight  and  hap- 
pinefs  ;  where  they  ffiall  forget  their  forrows  ;  be  de¬ 
livered  from  every  evil,  and  introduced  to  the  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  the  greateff  good. 

When  the  poor,  afli<ffed,  and  almofl  worn-out  chrlf 
tian  arrives  there  ;  how' tranfported  will  he  be,  to  find 
himfelf  wholly  freed  from  indwell. ng  fin,  from  the 
temptations  of  fatan,  and  a  wicked  \\prld ;  from  all 
his  natural  weaknefs  and  infirmities ;  from  ficknefs  and 
pains,  difeouragements  and  fears,  from  outw’ard  lofies, 
difappointmenrs  and  troubles  of  every  kind,  and  in 
ffiort,  from  every  thing  which  before  rendered  his  life 
uncomfortable  }  And  in  addition  to  this,  ffiall  find  him- 
fclf  pofTcfied  of  all  the  happinefs,  which  a  rational 
creature  can  defire,  or  enjoy  O  blefied  world  !  and 
happy  traveller  who  has  got  there  !  who  has  joined  ti  c 
number  of  all  his  chriffian  friends  who  went  before  ; 
is  admitted  to  the  company  of  the  glorious  Ange’s,  at^d, 
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what  is  infinitely  better,  is  favoured  uith  the  immediate 
prefence  and  enjoyment  of  his  Saviour  and  God,  at 
**  whole  right  hand  flow  rivers  of  everlafling  plea- 
fures.” 

But  it  is  impoflible  fully  todeferibe  the  happinefs  of 
the  Heavenly  ftate  ;  and  therefore  Ifhail  not  atprefent 
attempt  it.  If  we  are  ever  fo  happy  as  to  get  there  ; 
we  (hall  find  nothing  wanting  to  compleat  our  felicity, 
nor  have  any  caufe  to  regret  the  pains  we  took,  or  the 
difficulties  we  part  thro’  to  reach  it ;  but  fhall  be  fwectly 
fiirprifed  with  finding,**  that  the  one  half  was  never 
**  told  us.** 

I  have  neither  time  nor  flrengih,  to  go  thro’  the  o- 
ther  heads  of  difeourfe  at  pfefent ;  and  therefore  I 
ihall  make  fome  improvement  of  what  has  been  (aid, 
and  conclude. 

And  (i.)  Since,  as  we  have  heard,  all  true  chrif- 
tians,  and  none  hut  fuch,are  travelling  on  toward  Hea¬ 
ven  ;  let  us  all  impartially  examine ourfelves,  whether 
*0)6  are  of  that  happy  number.  IVlethinks  it  is  a  very 
interefting  poiiit  of  enquiry,  and  demands  our  ferious 
attention;  for  it  is  certain,  we  are  each  of  us  bound  ci- 
to  Hetivetiy  or  to  hellt  according  to  our  rcfpe6five  cha¬ 
racters.  And  thefe  iwoflagesare  fb  vaflly  different, 
‘that  we  may  well  be  fbllicitous  to  know  which  it  is  we 
are  like  to  arrive  at.  And  fince  it  is  of  fuch  infinite 
.'importance  that  we  avoid  the  road  that  leads  to  def- 
-tru(5i:ion,  and  choofe  the  path  to  Heaven,  in  which  the 
Godly  travel;  it  furely  is  worth  the  enquiry,  what 
courfe  we  are  now  in. 

'  Let  ns  then  enquire  in  the  firff  place,  whether  w^e 
have  ever  heartily  forfaken  the  paths  of  fin  ^  Thcfc, 
as  I  told  you  before,  w'c  are  all  naturally  inclined  to 
take;  and  mufl  therefore  abandon,  as  ever  we  woiv!d 
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end  well  at  lafl.  How  ftands  ibc  cafe  with  us  in  this 
refpe£l  ?  Have  we  heartily  and  unrefervedly  renoun¬ 
ced  our  evil  ways,  and  bid  adieu  to  every  thing  we 
know  to  be  (inful,  with  a  firm  refolution,  by  divine  af- 
fiOancc,  never  to  take  another  ftep  in  thofc  forbidden 
paths  ?  - 

Again,  have  wc  fincerely  chofen  God  for  our  por¬ 
tion  ;  Jefus  for  our  only  Saviour,  and  Heaven  for  our 
eternal  home  ?  While  others  arc  faying,  **  who  will 
fhew  us  feme  worldly  good,  is  this  the  language  of 
our  hearts,  Lord  lift  thou  up  the  light  of  thy  coun- 
tenance  upon  us  ? 

Have  we  had  our  native  enmity  to  the  divine  na¬ 
ture,  law  and  government  of  God  deftroyed  ;  and  had 
fuch  a  transforming  view  of  his  glorious  perfe^fions,  cf- 
pecially  as  difplayed  in  the  face  of  Jefus  Chrifl,  as  has 
changed  us  into  the  fame  image,  and  conftrained  us  to 
Jove  and  delight  in  him,  and  to  choofe  him  as  themoft 
defirable  portion  of  our  fouls  ? 

And  have  we  feen  Jefus  the  Saviour,  to  be  altogether 
lovely,  and  cordially  received  him  as  our  Saviour,  in 
all  his  facred  offices,  as  a  deliverer  from  ftn,  as  w^ell  as 
from  hell,  to  make  us  holy,  as  well  as  happy  ?  And 
have  we,  from  a  realizing  view  of  the  unfaiisfa^lory 
nature  of  all  earthly  enjoyments,  madechoicc  of that 
“  better  part,  which  never  can  be  taken  from  us ;  and 
**  laid  np  our  treafure  in  Heaven,  where  neither  moth 
"  nor  ruft  doth  corrupt,  and  where  Thieves  do  not 
Ireak  througli  and  deal  ? 

Confcquenily,  do  we  live  by  faith,  and  not  alto¬ 
gether  by  fight  f  You  know,  this  is  the  chara£ler  of 
the  righteous.  1  hey  conGder  themfclves  as  pilgrims 
and  Grangers  in  this  world,  and  conduct  under  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  future  andinviGblc  ohjc<Sls,  revealed inGod’s 
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word.  And  is  ic  fo  with  us  ?  Do  we  look  beyond  the 
things  which  are  feen,  to  thofe  which  are  unfeen^  and 
eternal ;  and  live  under  the  realizing  belief,  and  influ¬ 
ence  of  them  ?  And  farther,  do  we  make  it  our  care 
to  be  daily  perfecting  holinefs  in  the  fear  of  the 
Lord”?  Have  we  a  principle  of  holinefs  implanted 
in  our  hearts,  inclining  us  to  univerfal  obedience  incur 
lives  ?  Are  our  hearts  renewed  by  divine  grace  ?  and 
do  we  walk  in  newnels  of  life,  as  thofe  who  are  a- 
**  live  from  the  dead  ?”  Is  our  converfation  inHeaven? 
and  do  we  behave  fb,  as  that  we  may  on  good  grounds 
expeCt,  that  we  ourfelves  lhall  e’er  Ipng  be  there 
alfo  ? 

What  fay  we  to  fuch  enquiries  ?  If  this  be  our 
character,  temper  and  conduCl ;  wc  are  undoubtedly 
of  the  number  of  thofe  who  are  travelling  toward  Hea¬ 
ven,  and  may  rejoice  in  the  hope  and  aflured  profpeCt, 
that  one  day  we  (hall  reach  that  defirable  ftage. 

But  if  it  be  not  thus  with  us — if  we  are  unrenewed 
in  the  temper  of  our  minds,  and  allowedly  live  in  fin 
of  any  kind — If  ve  make  the  world  or  any  thing  iit 
it,  our  higheft  happinefs,  to  the  negleCl  of  God,  and 
divine  things — If  we  refufe  to  receive  theglorious  fon 
of  God  by  faith — and  choofe  to  walk  in  the  broad 
road  of  fin  that  leads  to  deflrnCflon,  rather  than  in  the 
flrait  and  narrow  path  of  holinefs  which  leads  to  life 
everlafling  ;  we  may  affure  onrfelvcs  that  we  are  tra¬ 
velling  toward  hell,  and  fhall  foon  get  there,  unlefs  our 
courfe  be  fpeedily  altered. 

(2.)  This  fubjeCi  may  be  improved  as  a  ground  of 
comfort  and  confolaiion  to  God’s  people  under  their 
prefent  trials,  difficulties,  and  difeouragements.  The 
path  to  Heaven  is  befet  with  a  thoufand  trials  and  dif¬ 
ficulties  which  fin  has  introduced  ;  for  iho’  it  is  a 
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Heaven  of  perfe£l  light,  peace^and  joy  to  which  vft 
tend ;  we  muft  yer  pafs  thro’  a  land  of  darknefs,  and 
didrefs,  before  we  can  reft  our  weary  limbs  in  that 
peaceful,  heavenly  Canaan. 

But  w^hat  if  we  do  meet  with  difficulties  on  the  road  ? 
Should  they  difeourage  and  diffiearten  us,  when  we  are 
bound  for  heaven  ?  What  is  a  little  hardfhip  here  fora 
few  years  ?  What  is  it  for  a  child  of  God  to  endure  a 
little  ficknefs,  and  languiJfhment  and  pain  ?  to  meet 
wkh  worldly  difappointmenrs  and  lolTes  ?  and  to  con¬ 
flict  a  while  with  fpiritual  enemies  ?  In  fhort,  what  is  it 
for  fuch  a  one  to  pafs  thro’  the  greatefl:  trials  and  ca¬ 
lamities  in  this  fliort  life,  when  he  has  Heaven  in  his 
eye,  and  is  cheated  with  the  ravifhing  confideration, 
that  he  fliall  fbon  get  there  ? 

Do  you  imagine  the  faints  now  in  glory  think  much 
of  what  they  pad  thro’  here  ?  No  :  They  find  by 
fweet  experience,  the  truth  of  thofe  words,**  The  fuf- 
‘*  ferings  of  the  prefent  life,  are  not  worthy  to  be  com- 
**  pared  with  the  glory  which  fliall  be  revealed.”  And 
fliall  we edeem  them  intolerable, &  be  tempted  to  think 
Heaven  not  worth  obtaining  at  fuch  expence  ^  Where 
is  faith  ?  Where  is  courage?  Where  is  fortitude,  if 
thefe  things  cad  us  down  ?0!  Could  we  get  uponfome 
Mount  Pilgah,  and  by  a  drong  and  clear  faith,  look 
over  all  thefe  intervening  objeCfs,  and  view  the  pro- 
mifed  land;  how  fhould  we,  as  it  were  forget  the  Ar¬ 
rows  of  which  we  are  now  fo  apt  to  complain,  and  be 
(wallowed  up  with  the  ravifliing  profpeCl  of  what  is  be¬ 
yond  ?  Courage!  my  chridian  friends.  If  yon  are  chri- 
dians indeed,  you  are  going  to  heaven;  and  will  not 
that  be  a  fufficieiit  compcnfiition  for  all  the  affiiCfions 
you  meet  with  by  the  way  ?  Wlut  if  you  are  excrcifed 
with  draits^  difficul  ics,  temptations,  difeouragemenrs 
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and  fears  ?  What  if  fatan  flioot  his  fiery  darts  fo  thick 
all  around  you,  that  you  can’t  avoid  them  ?  He  may 
indeed  wound  you  a  little  for  the  prefent ;  but  he 
cannot  deftroy  you,  nor  finally  hurt  youi  You 
will  (bon  get  out  of  his  reach,  awd  then  he  may  aim 
his  arrows  at  you  in  vain.  Wherefore,  lift  up  your 
feeble  hands,  and  take  courage.  Itisbut  a  little  while 
you  can  be  molefted  with  the  temptations  of  fatan,  or 
of  your  own  wicked  hearts,  or  with  affliftions  of  any 
kind.  As  fbon  as  ever  you  have  got  thro*  this  pilgri* 
mage  date,  you  will  find  a  happy  releafc  from  them 
all. 

Therefore  don’t  be  difcouraged  in  the  mean  while ; 
but  keep  on  in  a  way  of  duty,  trufting  in  the  name  of 
God,  thro’  his  dear  fbn,  and  in  a  chearful  obedience  to 
his  holy  will  ;  and  you  need  not  fear,  but  he  will  prc- 
ferve,  defend,  and  provide  for  you  thro’  the  whole 
courfe  of  your  journey,  and  at  the  end  of  it,  receive 
you  to  his  heavenly  kingdom. 

Again,  what  rcafbnhavc  God’s  people  to  blefs  their 
heavenly  Father,  for  making  their  journey  to  Heaven 
fo  comfortable,  amidfi  the  furrows  with  which  it  is  at¬ 
tended  ? 

Notwithfianding  it  is  thro’  much  tribulation  we  en¬ 
ter  into  the  kingdom  ;  it  is  neverthelefs  true,  that  the 
children  of  God  have  entertainments  and  joys,  which 
the  carnal  world  knows  nothing  of.  For  wifdom’s 
“  ways,”  tho’  befet  with  fbme difficulties  at  prefent,arc 
yet,  “  ways  of  pleafantnefs,  and  all  her  paths  are 
peace.” 

The  company  and  religious  converfation  of  chrifiian 
friends,  who  are  fellow-travellers  on  the  road  toHea  ven, 
is  no  fmall  comfort  and  fatisfa(Slion.  But  what  is  t]iis,to 
ihc  confolation  and  heart-felt  pleafure  which  fprings 
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from  the  pre fence  and  enjoyment  of  the*  blefTed 
“  God,  when  he  manifehs  himfelf  to  his  chi!- 
“  dren,  not  as  he  does  the  world,  and  grants  his 
“  fpiric  to  w'irnefs  with  theirs,  that  they  are  his  by  gra- 
cious  adoption;  and  if  children,  then  heirs,  heirs  of 
“  God,  and  joint- heirs  with  Jefus  Chrift,  to  an  inhe- 
“  ritance  incorruptible,  undefiied,  and  that  fadeth  not 
**  away?’  O  !  the  fweet  loretaftes  of  heavenly  joy  ;  the 
rich  cluftcrs  of  the  delicious  fruit  of  Canaan,  which 
our  Heavenly  Father  fometimes  fends  to  chcar  and  re¬ 
vive  the  drooping  hearts  of  his  people,  in  this  (late  of 
dirtance  and  fatigue. 

And  how  precious  the  ordinances  and  mcahs  of  grace 
we  are  favoured  with,  for  our  comfort,  eflablifhment 
and  growth  in  grace  and  holinefs,  till  we  arrive  at  that 
flare  of  perfe£lion,  where  we  lhall  need  them  no 
more  ? 

We  ha?e  the  word  of  God  in  onr  hands,  and  the 
truths  of  it  delivered  from  the  Pulpit,  from  time  to 
time.  And  we  have  the  ordinances  of  the  gofpel,and 
particularly  that  of  the  facred  flipper,  all  happily  cal¬ 
culated  to  flrengthen  our  faith,  cll'ablifh  our  hope,  to 
comfort  our  hearts,  direfl  our  fleps,  artd  train  us  up  for 
PI  eavch.  Precious  privileges  indeed  !  and  Iwc^r  the 
confolation  they  afl'ord  ! 

Once  more:  From  w'hat  has  been  faid,  w'e  learn, 
wliar  little  caufc  truly  good  people  have  to  be  afraid  of 
death,  I  grant,  indeed,  that  death  is  w'ith  propriety, 
called  the  of  terrors,  as  it  rends  foul  and  body 

afundcr  and  fends  the  naked  fpirit  into  the  invifibJe 
World,  to  be  fixed  in  a  fate  of  happinefs  or  mifery  for 
ever.  But  if  wc  have  a  w^cll  grounded  hope  of  an  in- 
terefi  in  Chri^f  thut  our  fnsare  pardoned,  our  naiiircs 
renewed,  and  we  heirs 'to  the  heavenly  iiihcritancc  ; 
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we  need  not  tremble  at  its  approach,  nor  fear  the  con- 
fequenccs  of  a  didblution.  For,  remember,  jefus, 
our  vi£lorious  leader,  has  conquered  death,  has  taken 
away  its  fting,  and  converted  it  into  a  blelTing^to  be¬ 
lievers.  And  pray,  what  will  death  do  to  fuch  ?  Why, 
it  only  opens  the  gate  of  Heaven,  and  lets  the  foul  in. 

It  is  true,  it  fends  the  body  into  the  grave  till  the 
refurredlion  ;  but  at  the  fame  time,  the  unfettered  foul 
fprings  forward  into  regions  of  immortal  blifs,  and  ex¬ 
ults  i:)  happinefs  infinitely  greater  than  could  have 
been  enjoyed  before  the  (eparation. 

Nor  will  the  body  always  be-coofined  a  prifbner  under 
ground.  It  reds  in  hope;’’  and  will,  at  the  appointed 
time, rife  frefli  Sc  fair,  healthy, vigourous  and  im  i  ortal, 
and  again  become  the  infeparable  companion  of  the 
refined  and  happy  fpirit.  Why  then  fhould  we  trem¬ 
ble  and  look  pale  at  death,  when  it  will  inflantly  con¬ 
vey  us  to  Heaven,  the  end  of  our  journey  t  A  num¬ 
ber  of  our  pious  friends  are  gone  thither  already,  and, 
no  doubt,  long  for  our  arrival.  And  is  there  no  fatis- 
ra<dion  in  the  thought  of  meeting  them,  and  the  holy 
angels  ^  And  what  is  infinitely  better,  of  feeing  and 
enjoying  the  blcfled  Saviour,  and  being  admitted  to 
the  hiifsful  prefence  of  “  hisFather  and  our  Father,  his 
God  and  our  God  ?*’  Death  can  do  nothing  worfc  thaa 
this  to  us,  if  we  are  united  to  the  dear  Redeemer,  and 
are  of  the  number  of  his  true  difciples  and  followers. 

'Wherefore  let  us  comfort  ourfelves  with  thefe  confi- 
deraiions,  and  fay  with  David,  “  Tho’  I  walk  thro’ 
the  valley  of  the  Ihadow  of  death.  I  will  fear  no  evil  ; 
for  thou  art  with  me,  thy  rod  and  thy  HafT they  com¬ 
fort  m(.*’ 

Here  I  w'as  going  to  conclude — But  .1  can’t  forbe;  r 
dropping  a  tear  of  compaflion  over  fuch  of  my  hcar- 

L  ers 
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•  . 

•crsas  arc  not  of  the  number  of  Zion*s  travellers,  and 
are  therefore  not  journeying  to  Heaven,  but  to  bell. 

Unhappy  creatures  !  i  would  weep  over  you,  and 
pray  for  you  !  Does  it  give  you  bo  pain  to  think 
where  you  are  going  ?  Can  you  contentedly  travel  on 
in  the  paths  of  fin  and  ruin,  while  others  are  bound 
for  heaven  ?  You  will  come  to  your  journey’s  end  by 
and  by  ^  and  then,  how  horribly  will  you  be  furprized 
to  find  where  you  have  got  ?  That  you  are  dropping 
into  hell,  and  there  is  no  efcaping  for  you. 

O  1  then,  be  perfuaded,  in  fcafon,  to  alter  your 
courfe,  to  forfake  your  fins,  to  return  to  God  thro’ 
jefus  Chriff,  and  to  travel  in  the  road  of  faith  and  holi- 
nefs  to  Heaven  ;  that  fo,  when  you  come  to  your  jour¬ 
ney’s  end,  you  may  receive  that  gracious,  tranfporting 
welcome,  **  Enter  thou  into  the  joy  of  thy  Lord.” 
AMEN. 
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And  he  led  them  forth  by  the  right  Way,  that 
they  might  go  to  a  City  of  Habitation, 


r  is  an  unfpeakable  comfort  to  God^s  peo¬ 
ple  to  confider,  that  they  arc  ever  under  the 
condu^l:  of  his  over-ruHng  providence,which 
is  as  much  engaged  in  ordering  and  difpo- 
fing  of  them,  and  all  their  circumftances,  in  this  their 
wearifome  pilgrimage,  as  it  was  in  leading  and  guiding 
thclfraelires  thro’  the  wildernefs,  from  the  land  of 
Egypt  toCanaan  ;  to  which  the  words  of  my  text  feem 
to  have  a  peculiar  reference. 

Did  God  lead  them  by  a  pillar  of  cloud  by  day,  and 
?  So  does  he  nozv^  by  his  W'oid  and 
L  2  fpirit, 


oi  hre  by  night 


1 64  Believers  travelling  In  the 

fpirit,  in  a  providential  way',  lead  his  people  thro’  this 
vain,  finful,  cnfnaringjorrowful  world,  to  the  heaven¬ 
ly  Canaan  above. 

Three  obfervar'ons  naturally  arife  from  the  words. 

I.  That  ail  the  true  people  of  God  arc  travelling  on 
Toward  Heaven. 

IL  That  thro’  the  whole  courfe  of  their  journey, 
they  are  under  the  condu(T  and  direction  of  divine 
providence  :  God  lea  s  them.  And, 

III.  ^ hh  way,  in  which  his  providence  leads  them, 
is  the  right  way. 

I.  The  firft  obfervation  is,  That  all  the  true  peo¬ 
ple  of  God  are  travelling  on  towardHeaven  And  the 
path  in  which  they  travel,  (as  1  told  you  the  lafl  fab- 
baih)  is  that  ol  faith  and  holinefs.  They  have  been 
enabled  to  receive  JefusChrilt  by  faith  ;  and  they  live 
under  the  governing  influence  of  thofe  future  and  in- 
vihblc  objefls,  which  the  word  of  God  reveals.  They 
have  been  made  to  forfake  the  paths  of  fin, and  to  walk 
in  obedience  to  the  divine  commands.  They  have  a 
principle  of  holinefs  implanted  in  their  hearts,  influen¬ 
cing  to  a  holy  life — And,  iho’  they  may  often  faulter 
in  their  chriflian  courfe  ;  yet,  as  they  fincerely  endea¬ 
vour  to  keep  the  law  of  God,  from  a  right  principle, 
their  impcrfe^lions  are  pardoned  for  Chrifl’s  fake,  and 
the  grace  of  the  covenant  prevents  their  finally  falling 
away,  “  being  kept  by  the  mighty  power  of  God  thro* 
faith  unto  falvation.” 

And,  tho’  they  n'ject  with  many  difficulties  on  the 
road,  iney  are  llipporrrd  under,  and  carried  through 
them  ;  and  as  they  travel  on,  are,  at  leaf],  at  feme  fea- 
f  >ns.favoured  with  rich  foretaflesof  heavenly  joy,fuch 
a)  a  ilraugcr  intermeddles  not  with. 

And, 
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And,  when  they  get  to  their  journey’s  end,  they 
fhall  happily,  anrl  forever,  be  releafcd  from  fin, from 
temprations,  and  every  forrow  ;  and  be  admitted  to  the 
everlahing  enjoyment  of  the  moft  confummare-  felicity. 

But  this  obfervaiion,  you  may  remember,  was  fpo- 
ken  to  the  laft  Sabbath.  I  therefore  now  proceed  to 
the 

lid,  Which  is,  that  through  the  whole.courfe  of 
their  journey  through  this  world  to  the  heavenly  Cana¬ 
an,  they  are  under  the  condu^l:  and  dir^<Slion  of  divine 
providence.  God  leads  them. 

The  providence  of  God,  indeed,  extends  to  all  his 
works,  and  is  exercifed  over  angels  and  men,  things 
in  Heaven,  and  things  on  earth  ;  animate,  and  inani¬ 
mate.  For,  as  he  is  the  creator^  fo  he  is  th-'  pre fewer 
and  governor  all  his  creatures,  and  all  their  adtions. 
Hence  it  is  (aid,  that  “  in  him,  we  all  live,  move, and 
have  our  being.”  His  dominion  is  called  “  an  ever- 
lading  dominion,  and  his  kingdom  ruleih  over  all.” 
And  in  this  fenfc,  wicked  men,  and  devils  too,  arc  the 
fubje^fs  of  God’s  providence,  as  he  upholds  them  in 
being,  fets  bounds  to  their  wickednefs,  and  difpoles  of 
them  according  to  his  pleafure. 

But  there  is  a  peculiar  fenfe  in  which  good  people 
are  under  the  care  of  ciivine  providence,  as  they  are  in 
a  (late  of  friendfhip  and  favour  with  God,  and  (land  in 
a  covenant-relation  to  him,  as  children  to  a  father, wlio 
has  promifcd.thro’Chrid.that  his  eye  fliall  cverhe  ovfr 
them  for  good  ;  that  he  will  order  all  their  eircumflan- 
cesin  life,  and  in  death,  in  covenant  loving-kindnefs  ; 
and  that  all  his  dealings  fliall  work  together  for  thtT 
g  od — Yea,  that  he  will  give  them  grace  here,  and 
glory  hereafter. 

L  3  I  he 
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The  cafe,  in  fhort,  is  this  :  All  true  believers  are 
bought  with  a  price,  are  ranfomed  and  redeemed  from 
fin  and  hell,  and  this  wicked-world,  by  the  blood  of 
Chrift;  and,  by  virtue  of  their  interelt  in  him,  are 
made  heirs  of  the  kingdom  of  Heaven. 

This  little  number  of  redeemed  ones,  as  they  were 
purchafed  by  Chriff  ;  fo  they  are,  by  the  Father,  com- 
Tnitted  to  him,  as  hi?  charge  and  property,  to  be  by 
him,  as  the  Mediator  of  the  new  covenant,  and  the 
adminillrator  of  divine  providence,  trained  up  for 
glory,  and  in  due  time,  brought  to  the  polTcfTion  of 
their  celeflial  inheritance. 

This  hint  leads  me,  a  little  m.ore  particularly,  to 
nbferve,  that  the  kingdom  of  providence,  is,  by  the 
Father,  committed  to  the  care  and  management  of 
JefusChrift,  the  Son,  as  Mediator,  who  for  this  reafon, 
is  faid  to  be  given  to  be  head  over  all  things  to  the 
church”;  that  is,  he  is  appointed  to  dirc(fl,  refrain, 
over-rule,  and  ilFne,  all  affairs  and  events,  in  a  kind 
'fubferviency  to  the  fpiritual  and  everlafing  good  of 
the  believers.  Thefe  he  purchafed  with  his  blood  : 
Thefe  are  given  him  by  theFaihcr:  Thefe  he  has  un¬ 
dertaken  to  lead,  guide,  comfort,  fupport  and  defend,  in 
this  world  ;  and  at  laf ,  to  bring  them  to,  and  make 
them  eternally  happy  in,  the  world  to  come. 

In  purfuance  of  this  appointment  and  Uiidertaking, 
every  true  believer  is  an  obj''6^t  of  his  gracious  care  ; 
all  whofe  circumfance lot  and  portion,  arc  ordered 
and  mected  out  in  covenant  love,  and  faithfulnefs  ; 
and  tho’  his  providential  deal  ngs  with  his  people  arc 
oftentimes  dark  and  incomprchcnfible  ;  yet  they  are 
all  the  refult  of  infinite  wlfdoui,  in  conj’in(fion  wiih 
boundlefs  goodiiefi. 

.Are 
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Are  they  at  any  time  vifited  with  poverty  jclifappoint- 
mcnts.lofTes  and  bcreavemcntSjficknefs^tcmprations  and 
pain?  Itisbecaufethe  infinitely  wife  difpoferof  allthine^ 
fees  it  beft  they  fliould  be  thus  excrcifcd  and  afflifted  ; 
and  his  hand  herein  is  to  be  devoutly  acknowledged. 
It  is  he  that  kills,  and  that  makes  alive  *,  that  wounds 
and  heals ;  that  gives,  and  takes  away ;  that  makes  our 
worldly  circumftances  profperous  or  adverfe.  Yea,  (b 
great  is  his  care  over  his  people,  that  in  this  refpeefi’, 
the  very  hairs  of  their  heads  are  faid  to  be  all  inim- 
bered”j  which  muft  at  leafi  import  thus  much,  that 
the  fmalleft  circumflances  relating  to  them,  are  noticed 
by  him,  and  under  his  dire^lion.  Jefus  leads  them. 
And  tho’  he  often  takes  them  by  the  way  which  they 
know  not  ;  yet,  as  I  fliall  fiiew  by  and  by,  he  ever 
leads  them  by  the  right  way, 

'O  1  how  fafe  the  travelling  under  fuch  a  leader  ? 
who  has  the  tendercfl  regard  for  his  people  ;  who  has 
infinite  wifdom  todirefl,  and  infinite  power  to  defend 
them  ;  who  has  infinite  goodnefs  to  provide  for  them  ; 
boundlefs  mercy  to  pardon  and  overlook  their  daily 
offences ;  and  everlafting  faithful nefs,  continually  to 
(land  by  and  fulfil  every  tittle  of  his  promife  to  them  ? 
**  Who  fhall  feperate  us  from  the  love  of  Chrill  ;  * 
may  the  chriffian  traveller  fay,  while  journeying  on 
towards  his  heavenly  home  ?  ‘‘  Shall  tribulation,  or 
“  diftrefs,  or  perfecution,  or  nakednefs,  or  peril,  or 
fvVord  ?  Nay,  in  all  thefe  things,  we  are  more  than 
**  conquerors  thro’  him  that  bath  loved  us  :  for  I  am 
**  perfwaded,  that  neither  life,  nor  death,  nor  angels, 
**  nor  principalities,  nor  powers  ;  nor  things  prefenr, 
nor  things  to  come  ;  nor  height,  nor  depth  ;  nor 
"  any  other  thing,  or  creature,  fhall  be  able  ro  fep.'i- 
rate  us  from  the  love  of  God,  which  is  in  Chi  lit 
''  lefiis  our  Lord.*’  As 
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As  my  cleiign  was  not  to  be  very  particular,  or  full 
iinder  t!iis  head ;  I  fliall  only  farther  obferve,  before 
I  proceed  to  the  next ;  That,  as  the  kingdom  of  pro¬ 
vidence  is  committed  to  the  management  of  Jefus  Chtif>, 
asMediator ;  it  is  immaterial,  perhaps,  whether  wefpeak 
of  it  as  the  providence  of  God  xhe  Father,  or  t)f  Chrill 
the  Son,  feeing  they  both  a6t  in  glorious  concert  in  this 
matter.  The  Father  governs  the  world,  and  leads 
and  guide  his  people,  by  Jefus  Chrift,  The  glorious 
Son  of  God,  our  divincMediator,  is  the  adminillrator  of 
providence  by  the  appointment  and  conirntDion  of  the 
S other  ;  fo  that,  as  both  the  Father,  and  the  Son,  arc 
concerned  in  this  affair  ;  we  may,  with  propriety  enough, 
fpcak  either  o{'  God^s  leading  his  people,  or  of  Chrrfl' s 
leading  them. 

And,  indeed,  as  Jefus  Chr'tfl  is  truly  God,  vvitli  re¬ 
gard  to  his  divine  nature  ;  we  may  v\iTh  fafety  ard  pro¬ 
priety,  call  it  the  providence  of  God,  even  when  we 
fpcakof  Chrif  as  the  adminifirator.  B  t  1  haften  to 
the 

1 1  Id,  Obfervation  from  the  words,  uhich  was,  that 
this  way  in  which  God,  by  his  providence,  leads  his 
people,  is  the  right  way. 

It  wotild  be  a  great  privilcdge  to  be  u^any  road  that 
leads  to  Heaven  ;  but  a  much  greater  Hill,  to  be  in  the 
way  which  pofTibly  can  be.  'I  his  is  the  cafe  with 
all  true  believers.  God  lends  them  in  the  right  way. 
By  xvay,  we  arc  here  to  underfland,  the  iiiethod  of 
God’s  providential  dealings  with  his  pcf^ple.  T  hefe 
arc  all  right,  and  juft,  and  good,  being  dirc(ftcd  by  in¬ 
finite  wifdom,  prompted  by  inexhauftible  goodntTs. 

Indeed,  I  might  fhew,  that  the  way  of  fjith  ai  d 
I'olinef,  in  which  God  leads  his  people,  is  rl.e 
way  \  as  it  is  infinitely  right,  and  fit,  v.cihould  bch^^e 

in 


.  right  Way  to  Heaven.  1 6^ 

in  Jefus  Ghrift  for  falvatlon,  and  fhould  be  governed 
by  divine  and  holy  objc(fi:s,  apprehended  by  faith :  and 
that  we  fliould  perfevere  in  a  courfe  of  chearful  obe¬ 
dience  to  the  will  of  God  here,  in  order  to  the  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  him  hereafter,  ^his  way  is  right  and  fit.  But 
the  confideration  of  this,  does  riot  fo  iinmediarely  fall 
under  my  prefent  defign,as  the  way  of  \\\^  providential 
dealings  with  his  people.  With  refpefl  to  thejc,  he 
eminently  leads  them  in  the  right  way 

But  here  we  mud  difiinguilli  between  Goi^s  way, 
and  our  way. 

His  children,  even  the  befi  of  them,  often  take  a 
very  wrong  courfe,  and  walk  on  for  a  while,  in  a  way 
that  is  far  from  being  right :  As  when  they  fall  into 
fin,  and  thus  turn  afide  into  forbidden  paths.  Thii  is 
not  ,ihe  right  way  ;  and  no  wonder, when  it  is  noxGed\ 
.way,  which  he  would  have  them  take.  But  then  even 
in  this  cafii,  God  deals  with  them  in  a  right  way  ;  he 
condu(5f8  towards  them  in  a  manner  right  and  fit. 

Let  me  illudrace  what  I  would,  by  a  familiar  cot«- 

bborn,  nndutiful  child,  dlfobeys  his  father, 
and  behaves  very  unbecomingly  toward  him.  His 
father  corre(5fs  him,  in  or  .’er  to  bring  him  to  a  better 
temper.  And  he  treats  him  right  in  fo  doing;  not 
only  becaufc  the  child  jufily  deferves  the  rod  ;  but  be- 
caufc  correction,  v\hen  other  mcafures  would  not  do, 
is  necejfary,  even  for  his  goo]. 

So  in  the  cafe  before  us —  f  ho’  I  would  not  by  this 
be  undertlood  to  mean,  that  Cod  always  proportions 
chafliiemcnrs  in  this  world,  to  the  ofTonces  delcrving 
them  ;  or,  in  other  w'ords,  that  they  whole  temper  and 
conduct  are  mofi  unbecoming,  are  alway^^  punifhed  the 
mofl.  God  does  not  ufaaily  obferve  this  rule  in  the 
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prefent  dlfpenfaiions  of  his  providence  ;  but  as  the 
wife  man  takes  notice.  AIF  things  in  a  general  way, 
come  alike  to  all.  There  is  one  event  to  the  righ- 
teous,  and  to  the  wicked  ;  and  there  is  no  knowing 
''  either  love  or  hatred,  by  thefe  things”:  becaufe,  as 
this  world  is  a  probationary  ftate  ;  it  was  not  defigned, 
nor  is  there  any  neceflity  that  there  fhould  be,  an  ex- 
aft  diftributibn  of  rewards  and  piinifhments  here,  that 
being  referved  for  the  world  of  retribution. 

But  then,  as  all  are  guilty  in  the  fight  of  God  ; 
tho*  he  does  not  obferve  this  method  in  his  proceedings 
at  prefe*tt ;  yet,  whenever  he  does  afflift  any  of  his 
people,  it  is  what  they  juflly  deferve,  and  even  far 
lejs  than  he  might  have  brought  upon  them. 

And  further;  God  never  chafhfcs  his  people  but 
when  there  is  a  need  be,  for  it,  according  to  theApoftlc’s 
expreffion.  He  does  it,  that  they  might  thereby  be 
made  **  partakers  of  his  holinefs.”  And,  tho’  clouds 
“  and  darknefs  are  round  about  him”,  and  his  provi¬ 
dence,  many  times,  feems  deep  and  myfterious  to  us  ; 
yet,  we  are  afTured,  **  that  juflice  and  judgment  are 
“  the  habitation  of  his  throne”;  and  that  “  he  does 
all  things  well.”  Yes;  he  leads  them  in  the  ^ight 
^vay.  It  does  nor,  indeed,  always  appear  fo  to  them 
now  ;  but  it  is  fo  in  reality  ;  and  will  appear  fo  to  them 
hereafter. 

Here  you  will  an<  ;  in  whdi  refpefls  this  way,  in 
which  God  leads  his  people  ifr  the  right  way  And 
how  it  appears  that  it  is  fo  ? 

As  to  the  firft  ;  1  anfwer  ;  it  is  the  right  way,  both 
as  it  is  a  fafe  and /ure  way  ;  and  as  it  is  that  way  which 
is  mod  for  God^s  {r/^ry  and  their  good. 

(i.)  It  is  the  righr  way, as  it  is  a  fafe  and  a  fare  way. 
It  wil!  not  fail  to  bvin?,  them  to  I  leaven.  It  may 
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feem  to  be  a  winding,  round  about  courfe  ;  but  it  will 
end  well  at  lafl.  The  Ifraelites  were, no  doubt,  fbme- 
times  ready  to  conclude,  they  were  got  quite  bewilder¬ 
ed,  and  out  of  the  road  to  Canaan  j  but  the  road, 
crooked  as  it  was,  led  there  finally.  So  God’s  peo¬ 
ple  now,  may  be  ready  to  think  it  a  Grange  fort  of  i 
way  he  leads  them  ;  but  it  is  the  right  way,  for  all  that, 
and  will,  in  due  time,  condu6l  them  fafely  to  thewifhed- 
for  end  of  their  journey. 

Again  ;  this  is  the  right  way,  as  it  is  that  way  which 
is  moit  for  God's  glory,  and  \\\s  people's  good.  There 
is  not  a  difpenfation  of  providence,  but  what  is  direct¬ 
ed  by  infinite  wifdom,  and  was  meant  to  anfwer  fbme 
kind  defigns  to  the  righteous. 

God  has  two  ends  in  view,  in  all  his  dealings  with 
believers,  viz.  xo  glorify  himfelf  and  to  do  them  good ; 
— and  thefe  ends  he  more  or  lefs  promotes,  in  all  he 
does.  For,  rho’  many  parts  of  his  providence  do  not 
appear  very  glorious  noiu  ;  they  will  yet  appear  re- 
markably  fo  hereafter  ;  and  their  kind  afpeft  upon  his 
people,  will  likewife  be  feen  in  as  clear  a  light. 

Methinks,  I  hear  one  and  another  fay;  *  can  this 

*  be  the  right  way,  that  is  mofl  for  God’s  glory  and 
'  my  good,  for  me  to  be  fb  affli<^ed  as  I  have  been, 

*  and  (till  am  That  I  fliould  have  fuch  and  fuch  a 
‘  dear  friend  and  enjoyment  taken  from  me  P  l^hat 
‘  I  fliould  have  Co  much  ficknefs  and  trouble  in  my 
‘  family  P  That  1  fliouKi  meet  with  fuch  heavy  dif- 
^  appointments  and  lofles  P  Thar  I  flionld  be  fo  often 
'  fick  and  full  of  pain  myfe'if  P  And  that  I  fliould  be 
'  fo  worried  with  fuch  dreadful,  blarphemous  thoughts, 
'  as  I  flimctimcs  have,  which  I  cannot  get  rid  of  for 
‘  my  lifeP  Is  this  the  right  way,  that  1  fliould  be  cx- 

^  '  creifed  thus  P* 

Yes  ; 
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Yes  ;  this  is  the  right  way  ;  that  very  way  which  in¬ 
finite  wifdom  fees  bcfl :  in  which  God  will  get  glory 
to  himfelf,  and  do  you  good  too,  in  the  end,  if  you 
arc  not  negligent  to  improve  it. 

He  fees  you  need  juft  fuch  difcipline,  to  humble 
you  ;  to  mortify  and  fubdue  indwelling  fin  ;  to  take  off 
your  affeflions  from  earthly  objcfls  ;  to  make  you 
more  heavenly  minded  ;  to  bring  you  to  a  more  entire 
fubmiftion  to  his  holy  will  ;  and  to  make  you  more  and 
more  **  meet  to  be  a  partaker  of  the  inheritance  of 
**  the  faints  in  light.’’  1  fay,  for  fuch  reafons  as 
thefe,  it  doubtlefs  is,  that  God  leads  you,  or  any  of 
hi^  children,  by  fuch  a  rough  and  painful  way. 

But,  whatever  his  treatment  of  y^u  is,  wc  may 
fnre  the  w'ay  in  which  his  providence  leads  you,  is  the 
right  W'ay.  Becaufe, 

(i.)  It  is  God'^s  way,  who  is  a  God  of  infinite  wif¬ 
dom,  power,  goodnefs,  truth  and  faithfulnefs.  You 
all  acknowledge  God  to  be  infinitely  zvife  :  and  if  fo  ; 
he  muft  certainly  know  what  is  bell  to  be  done  ;  what 
courfe  to  take  with  his  people,  and  how  to  I  ad  and 
guide  them.  And  as  his  powder  is  uniimltcd  ;  he  is 
able,  with  infinite  eafe,io  execute  whatever  his  wifdom 
devifes.  And  as  his  gnodnefs|is  unbou  ded  ;  he  is 
difpofed  to  employ  his  w'ifdom  and  power  in  his  peo¬ 
ple’s  favour.  And  being  of  inviolable  truth  and  faiih- 
fulncfs,  he  will  never  leave  nor  forfakc  them.  Efpe- 
cially,  when  we  confidcr, 

(2.)  Thar  he  is  a  God  in  covenant  with  his  people. 
And  what  does  that  imply  ?  why,  it  implies,  that  they 
arc  the  obje<fts  of  his  fatherly  care  :  that  he  delights 
ever  them  to  do  them  good  :  yea,  that  he  haspromiled 
and  engaged,  to  make  them  happy  in  the  enjoyment 
of  himfelf ;  that  lie  will  give  them  grace  here,  and 
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glory  hereafter,  and  will  withhold  no  real  good  from 
them. 

See  with  what  tender  compaflion  and  faithfulnefs 
God  fpeaks  of  his  people  in  the  49th  of  Ifaiah,  at  the 
15th,  **  Can  a  woman  forget  her  fucking  child,  that 
“  Ihc  fliould  not  have  compaffion  on  the  Ion  of  her 
**  womb  ?  Yea,  they  may  forget,  yet  will  I  not  forget 
**  thee.  Behold  1  have  graven  thee  on  the  palms  of 
"  my  hands,  &:c.” 

God  may  indeed  feem  to  forget  them,  and  to  with¬ 
draw  his  tender  care  from  them  ;  yea,  to  fet  himfelf 
againjl  them  But  he  does  it  only  feemingly,  not  in 
reality.  He  remembers  his  children  with  the  pity  and 
kindnefs  of  a  father,  under  the  darkeft  providences, 
and  the  fbrell  trials :  And  tho’  he  corre£ls  their  ini- 
**  quities  with  ftripes  ;  yet  he  has  promifed,  that  he 

will  never  take  away  his  loving-kindnefs  from  them, 
**  nor  fuffer  his  faithfulnefs  to  fail.’’ 

Now  can  we  imagine  that  this  infinitely  wife,  pow’- 
erful,  gracious  and  faithful  God,  who  has  taken  his 
people  into  covenant  with  himfelf,  fhould  lead  them  in 
a  way  that  is  not  right  f  Yea,  that  is  not  the  bejl  way  ^ 
■There  is  no  foundation  for  fuch  a  fufpicion.  but  the 
flrongeft  evidence  to  the  contrary.  Which  will  be  far¬ 
ther  flrengthened,  when  we  confider  in  the 
■  Laft  place,  the  exprefs  promifes  and  declarations  of 
his  holy  word. 

You  have  often  read  that  paflage  in  the  25thPfaIm, 
at  the  loih.  **  All  the  paths  of  the  Lord  arc  mercy 
and  truth,  to  fuch  as  keep  his  covenant  and  his  teft*- 
inonics.”  By  paths,  wc  are  here  to  underfland,  the 
providential  dealings  of  God  ;  which  are  all  mercy  and 
truth;  that  is, as  one  explains  the  paffage, they  are  mercy, 
in  the  kind  and  gracious  purpofes  w  Ifich  ha  has  toward 
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his  people  in  them.  And  if.ey  are  truths  in  his  exa^lly 
an:l  faichfully  fulfilling  .thefe.  kind  purpofes  toward 
them.  Or,  they  may  be  called  truth,  as  they  are  in 
fulfilment  of  his  covenant-promifes  and  engagements 
to  his  people.  So,  in  Rom.  8.  28.  ue  are  exprefsly 
told,  that  **  all  things  fhall  work  together  for  good  to 
“  fuch  as  love  God,  and  are  the  called  according  to 
his  purpofe.’^  **  ^ll  things  fhall  work  together  for 
**  their  good.” — And  if  fo:  God  certamly^  leads  them 
in  the  right  way. 

any  thing  comes  amifs  ;  We  are  ready  to  think  it 
is  afflidiions.  But  thefe,  are  fo  far  from  being  amifs, 
that  we  are  afiiired  by  an  infpired  Apo(lle,  that  they 
work  out,  for  all  true  believers,  a  far  more  cxcccd- 
**  ing,  and  eternal  weight  of  glory.” 

By  thefe,  and  fuch -like  paflages,  docs  It  not  appear 
that  God  leads  his  people  by  the  right  way  f  He  ne¬ 
ver  vifits  them  with  any  kind  of  calamity,  but  when 
:  there  is  a  need  he,  for  it.  And  he  has  kind  and  gra- 
dous  defigns  herein, which  if  they  are  wife  to  improve, 
will  promote  their  bed  intereft  and  advantage.  They 
often  fee  the  goodnefsof  his  providences  toward  them, 
even  in  this  w’orld  ;  but  in  the  world  to  come,  the  glo¬ 
ry  of  them  will  clearly  unfold  to  view,  and  it  will 
appear  with  the  moft  faiisfa£tory  and  flriking  evidence, 
that  he  ever  led  them  by  the  right  way. 

Let  us  now  make  fome  pradlical  improvement  of 
this  fubje^f.  And, 

(i.)  From  what  has  been  laid,  let  us  all  be  excited 
to  get  into  the  right  w'ay  that  leads-  to  heaven. 

There  are  two  grand  paths  in  which  all  mankind 
travel  ;  the  road  of  fin,  that  leads  to  hell ;  and  the 
road  of Jaiih  and  holinejs,  leads  to  heaven',  in  the 
one,  or  the  dthcr  of  which^w'e  arc  all  palling. 
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When  we  think  (erioufly  of  this  matter,  and  efpeci- 
ally,  when  we  extend  our  thoughts  forward  to  the  end 
of  our  journey,  there  is  not  a  foul  of  us,  I  truft,  but 
is  defirous  to  reach  heaven  at  lafl.  Well,  as  ever  wc 
would ;  we  muft  now  in  feafbn,  take  the  road  that  leads 
there,  and  join  the  happy  number  of  thofe  who  arc  tra¬ 
velling  toward  the  heavenly  Canaan,  under  the  fpccial 
care  and  condu£l  of  the  king  of  Zion. 

How  muft  this  be  done  ?  you  will  fay. 

I  anfwer,  you  rauft  in  the  firft  place,  heartily  and 
unrefervcdly  for  fake  the  paths  of  fin.  They,  as  you 
have  been  often  told,  and  can’t  but  be  fenfible,  lead 
down  to  the  region  of  the  damned;  and  fnuft  therefore 
be  abandoned  by  all  who  would  avoid  that  dreadful 
place.  Every  finful  courfe  rauft  be  renounced,  not 
only  externally t  but  in  the  very  hearty  for  thelcaft  ini¬ 
quity,  wilfully  retained,  will  prove  our  ruin. 

Again,  as  ever  we  would  be  found  among  the  pri¬ 
vileged  number  of  thofe  whom  God  is  leading  the 
right  way  to' heaven  ;  wc  muft  receive  the  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift  by  faith,  who  is  the  way,  the  truth,  and  the  life. 
We  muft  rely  on  the  merits  of  his  atonement,  for  the 
pardon  of  all  our  paft  wanderings  and  offences, and  our 
acceptance  to  the  divine  favour  Sehappinefs.  We  muft 
hearken  to  his  heavenly  inftru6fions  and  dirciftions ; 
and  fubmit  to  him,  as  our  king,  to  rule,  and  govern  us, 
by  his  holy  laws,  as  well  as  to  provide  for,  and  defend 
us,  on  the  way  to  glory. 

In  confequence  of  which  ;  we  rauft  make  religion 
our  main  concern,  and  endeavour,  by  the  grace  of 
God,  to  live  continually  in  the  denial  of  all  ungod- 
X  **  linefs,  and  worldly  lufts,  and  to  live  fbberly,  rightc- 

oufly,  and  pioufly  in  the  world.”  Inlhortwcmuft 
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fet  oar  affevflions  on  things  above  ;  and  fludy,  at  all 
times,  to  be  “  perfe<Sting  holinefs  in  the  fear  of  the 
LorJ.’» 

This,  by  divine  afliflance  we  mufl  do,  if  we  w'ould 
be  found  walking  in  the  facred  road  to  the  new  )eru- 
falem.  God  leads  none  thither,  but  fuch  aschoofe 
this  ftrait  and  narrow  path  ;  and  as  for  thofe  who  will 
walk  in  the  broad  road  ol  fin,whicfi  leads  to  ruin,  they 
mull  expefl  in  a  fliort  time  to  come  to  a  very  cii  mal 
ftage,  where  they  will  have  no  better  an  accommoda¬ 
tion  than  a  dungeon  of  eternal  darknefs,  horror  and 
defpair,  in  which,  in  fpite  of  all  their  reluctance,  they 
mud  take  up  their  wretched  and  evt^rlading  abode. 
Let  all  then  who  arc  travelling  in  this  dangerous  road, 
immediately  forfake  it,  as  ever  they  would  cfcape 
that  tremendous  dedruCtlon  which  awaits  them  at  the 
end  of  it. 

2.  What  has  been  faid  on  this  fubjeCt,  leads  us  ta 
reflcCl  on  the  exceeding  great  privilege  and  happinefs 
o^lhe  righteous.  They  arc  all  on  a  journey  toHeaven, 
in  the  right  way,  and  they  travel  fafely  and  well 
guarded  too;  feeing  they  have  the  providence  of  a  co- 
venant-God  for  their  convoy,  which  will  never  fufTcr 
them  finally  to  millake  the  road, nor  to  perifh  in  it  ;  hut 
will  defend  them  againit  enemies;  aflill  them  in  every 
duty  in  all  iheircrxounters;  will  fupply  all  their  w.nts 
by  the  way  ;  fupporc  them  under  all  their  troubles  •, 
and  infallibly  condiiCf  them  to  their  heavenly  home. 

But  O  !  fjysthe  poortim-  reus  chrlfilun.  I  am  dread¬ 
fully  afiaid  of  death.  All  my  ot^  er  difficulties  arc 
nothing  to  this.  Could  I  but  once  be  fire  of  gcitirg 
fafely  thro*  the  fwolllng  deep,  vNhicli  Operates  nac 
from  the  dear  land  of  promiic  ;  it  Icems  to  me,  that 

nothing 
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Nothing  of  a  worldly  nature  would  trouble  me.  f  But  - 
why  fo  terrified  at  this  ?  Indeed  had  yoii  not  an  almigh¬ 
ty  Saviour  to  conduit  arid  befriend  you,  you  might  well 
be  afraid  ;  biit  if  Jefus  be  thy  guide,  what  caufe  to 
fear  f  did  not  even  an  earthly  Jolhua  Copduit  thi 
Ifraelitcs  fafely  over  the  river  Jordan,  to  their  defiredi 
inheritance  ?  and  fliall  not  yefus  that  better  Jolhua, 
the  Lord  from  Heaiven,  by  his  word  and  fpirit,  and  . 
gracious  providence,  hand  thee  fafely  acrofs  the  Jor¬ 
dan  of  death,  to  tbofe  manflons  of  bleiledncfs  which 

r 

he  has  prepared  for  thee  in  his  heavenly  kingdom  I 
He  affuredly  will,  if  you  are  one  of  his  ;  and  you  will 
iio  doubt  be  furprized  when  yoU  have  reached  the 
peaceful  fhore,  to  find  how  lafe  and  how  cafy  the 
pafTage  was,  which  you  fo  much  dreadeci  before. 
Secure  but  the  friendlhip  and  favour  of  that  facred, 
almighty  guide  ;  and  it  will  not  be  in  the  power  of 
death  to  hurt  you.  Hurt  you  did  I  fay  ?  It  will  in¬ 
troduce  you  to  Heaven  ;  to  the  company  of  the  glo¬ 
rified  faints  and  angels,  and  to  the  prefence  and  cn- 
jbyment  of  the  blefled  God,  and  our  divine  Redeemer. 
Think  on  thefe  things  *,  on  this  glorious,  tranfporting^ 
profpe6t  beyond  the  grave,  and  then  let  death  wear 
a  frightful  afpe^  if  it  can. 

.  III.  Since  this  is  the  happy  cafe  with  the  godly  j 
fince  they  are  thus  travelling  towards  heaven,  in  the 
right  way,  under  the  conduct  of  ah  infinitely  wife»  ' 

M  powerful 

•  »  • 

f  I  confefs  that  fome  of  the  thoughts  which  are  offered 
under  this  head,  were  luggefted  in  the  improvement  of 
the  firft  difeourfe  ;  yet  as  they  were  delivered  on 
different  fabbaihs,  and  now  again,  tho’  under  a  diffe¬ 
rent  view,  very  pertinently  fall  in  here,  I  hope  th«> 
mentioning  them  again,  with  that  variety  I  have  don^, 
vviil  not  be  deemed  an  unpardonable  repetition. 
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powerful,  holy,  jufl,  and  good  providence  ;  then  whai 
abund.mt  caufc  have  they  for  contentment  under  all 
tlie  divine  difpofals  ?  It  is  God  their  heavenly  Father, 
that  leads  them  thro’  all  tlic  way,  and  orders  every 
circumflanrc  relating  to  their  condition.  And  furcly 
be  well  knows  what  is  befl  for  them,  and  is  difpofed 
to  do  it,  and  certainly  w/7/  ;  and  this  fliould entirely 
fatisfy  and  reconcile  them  to  whatever  he  fees  fit  to 
allot  them. 

We  arc. ready  to  grow  impatient  and  fretful  when 
things  fall  out  crofs  to  our  inclinations,  and  our  cir- 
cumflances  are  not  fuch  as  we  fhould  have  chofen  for 
ourfelves.  But  is  not  this  fecrcily  finding  fault  with 
the  difpenfations  of  theailwife,  and  infiniiely  gracious 
governor  of  the  world,  who  know's  better  what  is 
good  for  liS,  than  we  do  for  ourlelvcs  ?  and  who  ac¬ 
cording  to  his  covenant  engagement*?,  is  fuIHJling 
feme  kind  defigns  toward  his  people  in  whatever 
befalls  them  f 

I  grant  indeed,  that  when  we,  by  our  own  finful 
and  imprudent  conduff,  have  involved  ourfelves  in 
difli.uliies  of  any  kind,  we  ought  to  be  uneafy  at, 
and  blame  our  folly,  as  well  ns  to  be  difpleafed  at  the 
inifcondufl  or  wickednefs  of  others,  when  they  have 
been  inflrumcntal  of  bringing  evil  upon  us  :  but  Hill 
the  over  ruling  hand  of  providence  is  to  be  eyed  and 
acknowlcdg  d  hprein,  and  the  great  fird  caufe  of  all 
things  to  be  ult'inately  regarded  by  us  and 

ethers^  may  be  much  to  blame  ;  hut  God  does  all 
things  well. 

It  mud  be  confeded  indeed,  that  it  is  a  hard  and 
difficult  thing,  now  we  arc  fan(dificJ  but  in  part,  to 
be  entirely  refigned  fo  the  w’ill  of  God,  efpccially 
under  affii6liYC  difpenfations  j  but  it  is  nevcnhclefs 


:  right  Way  to  Heaven^  lyt) 

a  duty  we  have  the  higheft  reafon  for  ;  and  could 
fee  the  wifdom,  the  equity  and  kindncfs  of  hi,  dea¬ 
lings  ;  we  fhould  not  have  a  word  to  obje<fi:  againft 
them,  but  Ihould  cheartuliy  fay,  the  will  of  the  Lord 
be  done 

To  conclude  ;  what  an  unfpeiikable  pleafure  and 
■fatisfa^lion  mull  it  afford  the  people  of  God,  when 
they  get  to  heaven,  to  refleft  upon  his  pad  dea¬ 
lings  with  them,  and  review  the  way  by  which  he  led 
them  ?  It  will  then  appear  to  be  the  right  way  furc 
enough  ;  and  they  will  blefs  and  praife  their  heaven¬ 
ly  Father  for  leading  them  in  ir.  They  will  then  be 
convinv  ed,  that  all  his  dealings  were  kind  and  juft, 
and  good  ;  and  that  he  took  the  mod  fuitable  method? 
with  them  which  poffibly  could  be  taken 
,  O  !  fweet  providence,  will  the  child  of  God  then 
fay,  that  took  away  my  Father  at  luch  a  time — that 
bereaved  me  of  my  Mother — that  took  away  my 
hufband — my  wife — my  child,  and  fuch  and  fuch  a 
dear  friend  and  enjoyment,  which  1  could  not  then 
tell  how  to  part  with.  I  now  the  wife  and  graci¬ 
ous  defigns  of  my  heavenly  Father  therein  ;  that  all 
thefe  things  were  meant  for  my  good,  and  that  I 
could  not  have  done  without  them 

O  1  precious  providence,  will  another  fay,  that 
kept  me  in  low  and  draitned  circumdanccs,  and 
caufed  me  to  worry  thro’  the  worl.d  in  midd  of  pO’ 
verty  and  didrefs  1  plainly  fee,  it  would  not  have 
done  for  me  to  have  been  rich,  and  railed  to  high 
life  and  genteel  accommodations.  No  :  God  led  me 
in  the  right  way  as  I  was  ;  and  tho’  it  was  a  hu  .  ble, 
painful  path  1  trod,  yet  it  has  raifed  me  to  propoiti- 
'  onably  greater  heights  of  glory. 

01  bieffed  difpenfation  fays  a  third;  that  bladcd 
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my  entc^rizes,  and  ftriptme  almoft  bareof  my  earth¬ 
ly  po/Teflions,  by  what  was  ufually  ca’led  a  great  mif- 
fortunc,  and  at  once  funk  me  from  affluence  to  want. 

It  made  me  live  more  upon  the  precious  promifes  of 
the  bible,  and  prize  my  heavenly  inheritance  the  better. 

O  !  kind  providence,  fays  another,  a  once  afflifted 
chriftian,  that  vifited  me  with  freknefs,  at  fuch  and 
fuch  a  tnne,  and  of  fuch  long  continuance,  as  well  as 
tedious  and  painful  to  the  flefh  ;  1  now  fee  it  vas  for 
the  beft.  I  fhould  otherwife  have  grown  fenfual 
and  ftupid,  and  been  more  regardlefs  of  my  foul,  and 
things  heavenly  and  divine. 

And  (hall  I  atld  I  the  poor,  difconfolate,  tempted, 
buffeted  ehriHian,  that  once  walked  in  great  darknefs, 
and  was  almofl  worn  out  of  his  life  by  the  fiery  darts 
of  the  wicked  one,  and  by  his  painful  confli^ls 
with  foes  within,  as  well  as  foes  without ;  fhall  I  fay  ? 
fuch  an  one,  when  he  gets  to  the  peaceful  Canaan  { 
above,  will  with  pleafure  look  back  upon  what  he 
paft  ihro’  here,  and  blefs  a  gracious  God  for  leading 
him  in  juft  fuch  a  way, 

O  !  they  will  all  fay,  were  we  to  go  to  heaven  a 
thou  fa  nd  times  over,  we  would  choofe  to  go  in  • 

way,  and  to  be  under  fiis  condu(ft  and  direcftion. 

O!  blcfled  world,  and  blefted  inhabitants  who  have 
got  there  ;  w'hohave  reached  their  journey’s  end,  and 
have  the  myfteries  of  divine  providence,  fo  far  as  they 
were  concerned  therein  clearly  unfolded  to  them  / 
and  being  freed  from  every  evil,  and  put  in  pofteffion  e 
of  the  greateft  good,  do  now  with  pleafure  recount  I 

God’s  mercies  paft,  and  with  unutterable,  tranfpor-  f 

ting  delight  extend  their  thoughts  forward  to  that 
boundlefs  felicity  which  is  before  them,  that  will  ne-  ' 
ver,  never  have  an  end.  e 

May  each  of  us  be  found  travelling  in  the  facred  " 
road  to  tha!  immortal  blifs,  and  indue  time,  be  intro¬ 
duced  to  the  pofleffion  of  it  !  AMEN* 
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PHILIPPIANS  I.  Z3. 


I  am  in  a  /frail  betwixt  two. 


what  were  the  two  different  points 
extreams,  the  Apoflle  Paul  was  fuf- 
,  pended  betwixt  ?  why,  as  we  are  xold 

in  the  following  words,  It  was  betwixt 
departing  to  be  with  Chrift,on  the  one 
i  hand  ;  and  ftaying  longer  here  on  earth,  to  do  him 
I  fervice,  on  the  other. 

I  fufped  there  are  not  many  fuch  chriftians  now  a 
days,  who  are  fo  anxioufly  ftraitned  between  thefe 
two.  Alas  1  But  few  have  that  ftrong  faith,  that 
3  aftured  hope,  and  that  burning  love  to  an  abfehr, 
unfeen  jefus,  which  are  neceftary  to  produce  fuch  an 
effect  as  this.  Here  and  there  one  perhaps,  may  be 
found,  who  are  fo  effedlually  weaned  from  this  world 

and 
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and  fo  reigned,  and  arrempered  for  a  better,  that 
they  have  no  other  define  to  make  a  longer  tarry  in 
this  (late  o(  diftance  and  diflrefs,  than  that  of  the 
Apollle,  viz.  that  they  may  be  inffrumenral  ot  bring¬ 
ing  glory  to  their  divine  Maffer,  and  doing  good  to 
their  fellow  creatures.  But  as  for  others  of  weak 
faith,  of  lefs  ardent  love,  of  wavering  hope  and  lan- 
guifhing  zeal ;  and  who  are  comparatively  but  babes 
in  Chrift  ;  thtfy  are  not  fo  powerfully  attradlcd  and 
drawn  torch  in  their  defires  heaven* ward,  but  feel 
the  pernicious  influence  of  prefent  objc6ls,  a<5ling 
flrongly  upon  them,  and  proporrionably  abating  the 
force  ot  thofe  heavenly  attratflives,  which  are  pre- 
fented  to  them. 

I  grant  the  Apoflle’s  circumflances  were  fome 
what  peculiar,  as  he  had  greater  manifeflations  and 
views  of  divine  and  eternal  things  than  ordinary 
chnllians  have  *,  and  a*"  he  was  called  to  go  thro’ 
greater  hardfhips  and  affl.dlions,  in  thecaufc  of  Chrift, 
than  is  the  Cummon  lot  of  believers  j  and  therefore 
had  greater  reafon  to  fee  light  by  the  world,  and  long 
for  a  difmiftion.  But  have  not  all  true  believers 
fomething  to  attract  them  heaven-ward  ?  and  may 
they  not  all  fay,  That  as  for  us  to  live  is  Chrift  5 
lb  to  die  will  be  gain.’* 

The  truth  of  rhe  cafe  is,  there  is  no  fincere  chrift- 
ian,  but  has  Jome  dtfire  towards  heaven  iho*  weak  ; 
and  (hcrefore  may  be  faidin  fome  meafure,  to  be  in¬ 
fluenced  by  the  fame  two  extreams  which  St.  Paul 
fpcaks  of  in  my  text  ;  tho*  as  I  obferved  before,  but 
few  have  their  prevailing  inclinations  fo  flrong  the 
fame  way  rhir  he  had. 

1:1  improv  ing  the  words,  I  am  in  a  ftraic  betwixt 
two”  j  1  fhall 

I.  Cor.fiuir, 


herjjixt  iw.Q, 
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I.  Conficler,  what  the  true  chrlftian  has  to  attract 
him  toward  heaven,  and  make  him  dcfirousto  departo 

II.  On  the  other  hand,  Hiall  Oaew  what  he  has  to 
coLinteradliliis  heavenly  influence,  and  pull  him  down, 
to  defirea  longer  continuance  hereonearth.  And  then 

III.  Ballance  the  accounts  ;  or  fhew  which  of  the 
two  upon  the  whole,  he  ought  prevailingly,  and  with 
fubmifTion  to  dcfire. 

1.  I  am  to  (he vv,  what  the  true  chriflian  has  to 
attract  him  towards  heaven,  and  make  him  defirous 
to  depart. 

It  is  a  pleafing  fljbjevfl:,  and  I  can't  but  hope  it  wili 
at  leafl  have  this  good  effecl,  to  render  death  IcTs 
formidable  to  fuch  of  God’s  people,  as  “  ihro*  fear 
of  it,  have  been  all  heir  life  time  fubjeef  to  bondage** 

For  me  to  die,  fays  the  Apoflle  is  gaiii”.  And  lb 
may  every  true  believer  fay,  for  me  to  die  is  gain. 
And  what  will  fuch  gain  by  dying,  that  fhould  ren¬ 
der  death  defirable  ?  ^Vhy,  in  the 

Firft  place,  they  will  gain  a  complcat  and  ever- 
lafting  deliverance  from  all  fin.  1  his  is  now  their 
greateft  burden,  which  cofls  them  many  a  gman,  and 
many  a  painful  conflifl  Witnr  fs  the  Apoftle’s  grie-' 
vous  complaint,  which  I  doubt  not,  is  more  or  lefs 
the  painful  experience  of  every  chriflian,  “  O  wrerch- 

cd  man  that  I  am  !  who  fliail  deliver  me  from  the 
“  body  a)f  this  death”  ?  But  at  the  inflant  the  foul 
is  difmiflred  from  the  body,  this  clog  v/ill  be  dropr, 
and  never  trouble  the  believer  more,  fie  will  then, 
no  more  complain  of  a  law  in  his  members,  warring 
againil  the  law  of  his  mind,  and  bringing  him  into 
captivity  to  the  law  of  fin.  He  will  no  more  feel 
the  plague  of  a  hard  heart,  of  diforderly  appetites, 
of  unholy  affections,  or  any  the  lead  contrariety  to* 
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the  law  and  will  of  God.  ,The  fpirits  of  the  juft,  we 
are  told  are  made  perfed,  as  foon  as  they  get  to 
Heaven.  They  are  freed  from  every  moral  defile¬ 
ment,  and  put  in  a  happy  incapacity  of  ever  finning 
again.  And  is  not  this  a  thing  greatly  to  be  dcfi- 
red  ?  Where  is  the  faint  that  does  not  want  to  be 
made  pcrfedly  holy  ?  to  have  all  his  irregular  propen- 
tics  deftroyed,  and  a  God  like  temper  and  difpofiti- 
on  wholly  prevailing  within  him  •,  that  fo  he  may 
fin  againft  his  heavenly  Father  and  Redeemer  no 
more  ?  This  is  a  privilege  which  can  never  be  fully 
obtained,  ’till  we  are  difmifled  from  thefe  tabernacles 
of  clay.  When  once  thefe  crazy  walls  are  broken 
down,  and  the  tenant- foul  fet  free,  it  will  exult  in 
perfed  purity,  and  leave  all  it’s  defiling  ftains  be¬ 
hind,  And  farther 

I}.  There  are  no  ternptations  in  Heaven,  to  dif- 
turb  and  exercife  the  godly,  You  know  a  perfon 
may  be  tempted  wi^iout  fin,  as  our  Saviour  was  ; 
hut  it  is  a  fore  trial,  and  great  affliflion  norwithftand- 
ing ;  and  heaven  itfelf  would  be  lefs  defir able,  were 
temptations  and  fnarcs  to  be  met  with  there.  But 
nothing  of  this  kind  is  to  be  found  in  all  that  happy 
world.  It  is  a  fafe  retreat,  not  only  from  fin,  but 
from  temptations  to  fin.  No  bufy  adyerfary  will 
enter  there  np  enfnaring  objects  of  any  kind  will 
try  the  virtue  of  the  righteous,  and  demand  their 
watchful  care  to  guard  againft  them.  O  !  what  a 
privilege  to  be  delivered  from  temptations  ?  to  have 
no  folliciranons  to  fin,  either  from  our  own  corrupt 
natives,  or  rom  fatan,  the  world,  or  any  other  quar¬ 
ter  ;  but  ro  enjoy  perfect  peace  and  pcrtcdl  holinefs  ? 
1  hi'i  is  a  privilege  which  death  will  put  the  godly 
in  pofiTcflion  pf.  Again 


III.  At 


betwixt  two. 


III.  At  death  ,  they  fh^ll  be  delivered  from  all 
kinds  of  afflicSlioos.  “  In  the  grave,  the  wicked 
ccafe  from  troublingjand  there  the  weary  are  at  reft”  ; 
at  reft  from  Jorrow  as  well  as  Jin.  There  is  no  fick- 
nefs  in  heaven  among  the  glorious  faints  :  No  bodi¬ 
ly  infirmities  to  complain  ol :  No  darknefs,  dejedion 
and  trouble  of  mind  :  No  difappointments  or  bereav¬ 
ing  diTpenfations  :  No  angry  difputcs  and  jarring 
fentiments  :  No  hard  and  fatiguing  labours  to  caufe 
wearinefs  or  fainting  *,  nor  any  evil  of  any  kind. 
Here  the  righteous  meet  with  many  and  great  afflid- 
ions  both  outward  and  inward,  which  render  their 
lives  very  uncomfortable,  and  caufe  many  a  fighand 
groan  and  ftrqggle  for  deliverance  ;  but  they  all 
ceafe  with  the  parting  breath,  and  arc  not  permitted 
to  infeft  thofe  blifsfql  abodes  to  which  the  happy 
foul  is  received  when  it  is  diftodged  from  the  body. 
Sorrow  is  there  an  utter  ftrangcr ;  and  boqndkTs 
VJninterrupted  joy  fqr  ever  ever  reigns. 

Farthermore 

IV.  When  a  true'chriftian  dies,  he  is  not  only 
delivered  from  fin,  temptations  and  every  kind  of 
trouble  ;  but^the  powers  of  his  mind  arc  unfpeaka- 
bly  invigorated  and  enlarged,  Ifpcakot  his  natu¬ 
ral  capacity.  This  will  bevaftly  brightned,  invigo¬ 
rated  and  improved.  His  underftanding  will  be 
clear,  his  reafon  ftrong,  his  judgment  folid,  his  ima¬ 
gination  fprightly,  his  memory  retentive  and  his 
whole  foul  ennobled  and  raifed  to  vaftly  fuperior  de- 
grccsof  pcrfe(5lion  than  wereever  known  before  *,  and 
in  fhort,  he  will  commence  one  of  thofe  heavenly  mi- 
nifters  of  God,  which  for  purity,  fprightlinefs  and 
vigor,  arc  compared  to  a  flame  ©f  fire. 

But  this  is  not  all — Pbr 
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V,  When  a  child  of  God  dies  out  of  this  world, 
he  immediately  joins  the  number  of  all  the  departed 
faints,  and  holy  angels  which  are  in  Heaven.  And 
don’t  you  imagine  that  will  be  a  joyful  meeting  ?  How 
many  thou  fands  of  good  people  have  gone  thither  al¬ 
ready  ?  fome  that  we  once  knew  and  were  dear  to  us 
here  on  earth  ?  they  are  all  met  together  in  Heaven  ; 
and  when  ever  a  faint  departs  this  life,  he  adds  one 
more  to  their  number,  and  mingles  with  the  celeftial 
inhabirants. 

It  is  t  ue,  there  is  fome  pain  in  the  thought  of  for- 
faking  the  company  and  converfation  of  our  earthly 
friends  when  we  die  ;  but  is  there  not  a  greater  plea- 
fure  in  the  profpe^l  of  finding  better  company  in 
Heaven  ?  company  more  improved,  and  better  able 
to  improve  and  delight  us,  than  any  we  leave  behind  ? 

And  don’t  you  think  that  chriltians  who  were  ac¬ 
quainted  here  on  earth,  will  know  one  another  in 
Heaven  ?  they  doubtlefs  will ;  and  will  have  fome 
eafy  and  delightful  way  to  communicate  their  ideas, 
and  carry  on  their  converfation,  tho’  beyond  our  pre- 
fent  comprehenfion.  For  as  man  is  made  a  fociablc 
creature, formed  for  fricndfliip  and  focieiy,  and  as  hea¬ 
ven  is  evidently  a  date  of  higher  intellectual  improve¬ 
ments  than  the  prefent,  wemudl  think  necefTarily  fup- 
pofe,  that  the  frienJfhip  which  fubfided  between  any 
of  the  godly  in  this  life,  will  there  be  heightned  to 
the  greaied  degree  of  purity  and  endearment  ;  and 
that  the  relifn  and  capacity  for  converlation  which 
feem  fo  necedary  to  the  nature  of  man,  will  there  be 
unfpcakabK  refined,  improved  and  gratified. 

Mof  s  and  Elias  who  appeared  ;u  our  Saviour’s 
transfiguration,  had  been  dead  for  feveral  ages  ;  and 
yet  they  could  talk  to  be  underilood  by  the  Man 

Chrid 
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ChriH:  Jefus,  and  his  difciples,  and  doubtlefs  Under- 
ftood  them  And  don’t  you  think  they  knew  one  a- 
liother  P  and  knew  Peter  and  James,  and  John  too, 
I  when  they  got  to  Heaven^  as  well  as  were  known  by 
them,  and  could  talk  together  about  their  former  in¬ 
terview,  and  a  hundrctl  other  things  f  For  my  part,  I 
i;  firmly  believe  it ;  and  if  ever  I  am  To  hippy  as  to  get 
there;  I  pUafe  my  felf  with  the  hopes  of  reviving  my 
old  acquaintance  with  a  great  many  dear  friends  I 
could  mention. 

I  And  what  do  you  think  of  the  angels  f  will  they 
^  be  no  company  for  the  pious  fouls  of  departed  faints? 
[  they  are  certainly  a  noble  rank  of  intelligences,  and 
:  of  a  friendly,  focial  make;  and  they  appear  to  have  a 

great  regard  for  mai^kind,  and  confiderable  connexi¬ 
ons  with  the  human  race,  as  “  they  are  ail  miniftring 
fpirits,  fent  forth  to  minifter  to  them  who  arc  the  heirs 
of  lalvation”.  And  they  are  repnefented,  as  rejoic- 
:  ihg  ‘at  the  converfion  of  a  (inner,  and  will  probably 

rejoice  flill  more,  when  thefe  converted  finners  get  to 
Heaven. 

And  will  all  the  joy  be  on  their  ?  and  the  new¬ 
ly  arrived  faint  feel  no  fatisfaXion  upon  mingling  with 
;  them  ?  We  have  the  higheft  reafon  to  think  he  will 
I  rhutually  rejoyce  with  them,  and  find  their  company 
I  both  improving  and  delightful. 

'  But  we  have  not  heard  the  bed  of  it  yet.  For 
VI.  Whenever  a  truly  gracious  perfon  leaves  this 
world,  he  is  admitted  to  the  immediate  prefence  and 
uninterrupted  enjoyment  of  his  heavenly  Father  and  ■ 
Redeemer,  This  my  friends,  is  the  high. eft  round 
,  in  the  fcalc  of  Bleftednefs.-  To  fee  God  and  be  where 
Chrift  is,  to  behold  his  glory,  is  the  fiimmit  of 
felicity,  than  which  we  can  go  no  higher.  We  now 
-  fee 
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fee  and  know  a  little  of  God  and  Chrift,  thro’  the 
medium  of  his  word,  his  works,  and  his  ordinances, 
and  efpecially  the  holy  infliiuiion  of  the  fupper,  upon 
which  we  are  about  to  attend  ;  but  in  heaven  the  in¬ 
tercepting  veil  will  be  rent,  and  we  fhall  (ee  face  to 
face,  without  the  glafs  of  thefe  ordinances  between  ; 
fhall  have  the  cleared  views,  and  difcoverics  of  the 
glory  of  God,  and  the  Redeemer,  and  the  fwteteft 
communications  of  their  love.  This  will  be  the 
heaven  of  heavens. 

And  as  for  the  employments  of  the  righteous,  in 
the  upper  wurld  •,  iho’  we  cannot  fay  particplarly, 
what  they  will  all  be  ;  yet  we  may  fafely  conclude 
from  the  intimations  of  facred  writ,  that  they  will 
all  be  of  an  exalted  and  delightful  nature  *,  fpeh  as 
contemplating  the  glorious  perfe£fions  of  the  bkfled 
God  and  the  Redeemer;  celebrating  in  fublimeft 
flrains  their  praifes;  difeourfing  together  on  things 
heavenly  apd  divine,  and  fulfilling  the  divine  will  in 
various  offices  fuited  to  the  conftitution  of  that  world 
of  glory. 

But  I  cannot  attempt  to  deferibe  the  blefTcdncfs 
of  the  faints  in  light.  “  For  eye  hath  not  feen,  nor 
car  heard,  nor  the  heart  of  man  fully  conceived,  what 
felicity  awaits  the  righteous  in  the  kingdom  of  their 
Father.  Let  it  faiisfy  us  for  the  prefent,  that  they 
arc  no  fooner  abfent  from  the  body  but  prefent  with 
the  Lord”. 

Thefe  privileges  w'hich  I  have  thus  briefly  menti¬ 
oned.  are  Tome  of  the  believers  attradtiv^s  to  Heaven, 
which  in  proportion  as  they  prevail,  make  him  defi- 
rous  to  depart.  But  as  1  am  now  to  confider, 

II.  He  h  s  fomeihing  to  countcradf  their  influence 
and  pull  him  down,  to  defirc  a  longer  continuance 

here 
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liere  on  carili.  Heaven  and  earth  are  the  two  oppo- 
fite  extreams  which  aft  upon  him  ;  the  one  draws  up¬ 
ward,  and  the  other  downward.  Ltt  us  then  confider 
What  the  chriltian  has  to  foliicit  his  longer  larrying 
here  on  earth.  And 

I.  There  is  the  natural  love  of  life,  and  the  fond- 
nefs  which  the  foul  has  for  the  body  to  render  a  re¬ 
paration  difagreablc.  The  body,  as  frail  and  diforder- 
cd  as  it  is,  is  yet  a  dear  companion  of  the  foul,  which 
it  has  a  natural  rcluftance  to  part  with  *,  and  the 
thought  would  be  almoft  infupportable,  were  it  not 
for  the  hopes  of  a  re  union  at  the  refurreffion. 

Again;  Another  thing  which  makes  us  fojid  of 
life,  is  the  familiar  acquain.tance  we  have  with  the 
ffate  and  manner  of  our  prefent  exigence;  whereas 
all  beyond  the  grave,  is  in  a  great  mealure  dark  and 
unknown  ,to  us  “To  die  is  to  fetch  a  leap,  we 
-  know  not  where,  and  to  live  we  know  not  how’’. 
Indeed  the  well  edablilhed  believer  knows  from  the 
word  of  God,  that  when  he  leaves  this  world,  he 
fliall  enter  upon  a  happy  fate  of  exiftence  in  the 
world  of  fpirits.  But  how  things  will  then  appear  to 
him,  he  is  neverthclefs  an  utter  dranger  :  And  there¬ 
fore  there  Teems  to  be  a  natural  backwardnefs,  efpe- 
cially  in  weak  and  timorous  minds  to  make  the  expe¬ 
riment.  Bcfides, 

111.  We  have  fuch  connexions  both  with  the  men 
and  'things  of  the  world,  as  plead  to  have  the  time  of 
our  continuance  lengthned  our.  The  chridian  as  well 
as  others,  has  earthly  friends  he  fets  great  flore  by, 
and  is  loth  to  part  with  ;  and  may  be  engaged  in  law¬ 
ful  purfuits,  which  he  wants  to  live  that  be  may  ac- 
complifh.  But 

iV.  The  flrongeft  and  mofl  laudable  motives  which 

the. 
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the  believer  has  (o’ defire  'ife,  are  that  he  may  glori¬ 
fy  God  by  fomca^bve  fervicesfor  him;  and  promote 
the  befl  intereft  of  his  fellow  mortals ;  as  well  as  get 
more  abundantly  prepared  for  Heaven  himfclf.  I 
mention  ihefe  three  la(l  together,  b^caufeof  their  in¬ 
timate  connetflion  with  and  influence  upon  each  other. 
In  ihefe  views  life  is  unfpcakably  important  and  a 
rich  incflimable  blefTing. 

Thcfc  and  efpccially  the  lafi  mentioned,  are  the 
principal  motives  which  the  true  believer  can  have  to 
defire  life  rather  than  death. 

1  will  now  as  was  propofed 

HI.  Endeavour  to  ballance  the  accounts,  or  flicw 
which  of  the  two  upon  the  whole,  all  ihings  confide- 
red  ought  to  be  defired,  life  or  death. 

On  the  one  hand  ;  the  chriflian  at  death  will  be 
complcaily  delivered  from  all  fin,  temptations  and 
afflictions — will  have  the  powers  of  his  mind  unfpea* 
kably  ennobled  and  improved — will  be  introduced  to 
the  company  of  all  the  departed  faints  and  holy  an¬ 
gels — And  what  is  infinitely  better,  to  the  prefence 
and  enjoyment  of  his  God  and  bavioiir, 

On  the  other  hand  •,  he  is  foillicited  to  defire  a  lon¬ 
ger  continuance  in  life,  from  the  natural  fondnels 
wdfich  the  foul  has  for  the  body — From  his  being  ac- 
(^Liaintcd  with  the  manner  of  his  cxiflcnce  in  this 
world,  but  notin  the  next* — Fiom  his  connexions  with 
men  and  things  in  the  pref. ni  date — and  cfpccially, 
as  heconfiders  that  he  may  be  inlfrumental  of  advanc¬ 
ing  the  intereftsof  the  Redeemers  Kingdom  on  earth; 
and  conlcqucntly,  of  doing  good  to  his  fellow  creat¬ 
ures  ;  and  lipcning  more  for  glory  himfclf, 

Thefe  three  /rt/?,  are  of  a />r/A7C//)  i/ weight,  and 
indeed  ought  to  determine  and  govern  iLe  uhyle  ; 
and  as  fuch  fflali  be  cenfidered.  Now 
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Now  I  think  It  is  plain,  that  were  we  to  fura  up 
only  the  happinefs  on  each  fide  ;  the  ballance  would 
be  in  favour  of  dying  •,  feeing  death  will  introduce  the 
believer  into  a  (late  of  infinitely  greater  enjoyment 
than  the  prefent.  But  if  we  take  all  circumdances 
intoconfideration  ;  erpccially  as  the  right  improve¬ 
ment  of  the  prefent  life  is  conneflcd  with,  and  leads 
to  the  happinef)  of  a  future  ;  it  is  pofiTiblc  for  the 
ballance  to  be  in  favour  of  flaying  longer  here. 

-  As  for  thofe  confiderations  firfl  mentioned,  viz, 
the  fondnefs  which  the  foul  has  for  the  body  ;  our 
acquaintance  with  the  manner  of  our  cxiflence  in  the 
prefent  world,  but  not  in  the  next  ;and  ourconne£li- 
ons  with  the  men  and  the  things  of  this  mortal  flare, 
feeing  they  will  always  remain  pretty  much  the  fame 
while  we  live,  and  muff  fooner  or  later  give  way  to 
death  :  And  fince  life  W'as  given  us  folely  that  we 
might  glorify  our  maker,  do  good  in  the  world,  and 
prepare  for  a  future  and  eternal  date  ourfelves  :  1 
fay,  fince  this  is  the  cafe,  thofe  firji  mentioned  con- 
fideratioDS,  whatever  they  in  reality  have  ,yet  ought 
to  have  no  weight  with  us  at  all,  any  further  than  as 
they  fall  under  the  one  or  other  of  the  three  lafl 
grand  particulars,  viz.  to  glorify  God  ;  to  do  good  to 
our  fellow  men;  and, prepare  for  heaven  ourfelves. 

•  In  order  then  to  determine  which  of  the  two,  life 
or  death,  is  all  things  confidered  moft  defirable,  and 
with  fubmiffion  to  be  longed  and  prayed  for  ;  wemuft 
enquire,  whether  all  or  either  of  thefe  important  pur« 
poles  may  be  to  any  confiderable  degree  anfwcred, 
by  a  longer  continuance  in  the  flcfli.  If  there  be  a 
rational  profpe£l  that  ihcy  may  ;  then  life  is  to  be 
preferred  j  but  if  not^  the  ballance  will  be  in  favour 
of  dying. 


If 
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If  therefore  we  can/ec  any  fer vices  for  Grod, 
which  he  has  given  us  a  capacity  and  opportunity 
of  performing  :  If  we  can  think  of  any  thing  in 
which  it  is  likely  we  may  promote  the  welfare,  and 
cfpecially  the  fpiritual  intereftsof  any  of  our  fellow- 
men,  and  which  we  have  reafon  to  fear  would  great¬ 
ly  luffer  by  our  removal  :  Or  if  we  are  in  the  dark 
about  our  own  eftate,  and  want  to  have  our  evi¬ 
dences  for  heaven  better  cleared  up  before  we  de¬ 
part :  It  is  a  plain  cafe  I  think,  «hat  oUr  prayer 
and  defire  ought  to  be  ;  Lord,  if  it  be  thy  plcafure; 
let  me  live  ftill  longer,  and  kindly  lengthen  out  my 
fpan,  that  I  may  improve  the  talents  thou  half  gi¬ 
ven  me  for  thy  glory,  and  the  good  of  my  fellow- 
men  and  that  thro’  thy  grace,  1  may  be  made  more 
meet  to  be  a  partaker  of  the  inheritance  of  the  faints 
in  light”. 

But  on  the  other  fiand  ;  if  our  circumflahccs  b6' 
fuch,  either  thro’  old  age,  or  infirmities  of  body,  or 
any  other  means,  iha*:  we  can  fee  no  great  probabili¬ 
ty  of  improving  life  much  to  cither  of  the  above 
purpoies  ;  If,  according  to  the  common  courfc  of 
things,  we  fiiall  never  any  more  be  able  to  do  much 
for  God,  unlefs  it  be  in  a  pafiivc  way,  merely  by 
fubmitting  to  his  holy  will,  under  afllidfions,  but  by 
no  a«5five  fervices  for  him;  and  can  be  of  little,  or 
no  benefit  to  any  of  our  fellow-creatures;  and  if  wC 
have,  thro’  the  riches  of  divine  grace,  a  well  ground¬ 
ed  hope  of  eternal  life  in  the  future  world  :  Then 

Come  Lord  Jelu^,  come  quickly”  I  ought  to  be  the 
ardent,  iho’  fubmiflivc  language  of  our  louls. 

The  conclufion  tnen,  to  which  wc  have  brought 
the  matter,  to  be  fhort,  is  this  :  That  ft>  long  as  there 
is  a  hopeful  profped  that  any  of  the  important  pun-  • 

pofes 
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pofcs  of  life  rnay  be  anfwered.  The  chriflian  ought 
to  define  life ;  but,  if  this  profpeft  be  cut  off ;  then, 
a  difmiffion  from  the  body  is  to  be  preferred  before  it. 

But  then,  as  I  hinted  before,  our  defines  ought  to 
be  wiih  fubmifiion  to  the  will  of  God,  who  has  a  right, 
to  order  the  time,  and  circumftances  of  our  life,  and 
death,  as  he  fees  fit  :  and  therefore,  it  becomes  us  to 
pray,  on  the  one  hand ;  Lord,  if  it  be  thy  pleafure, 
let  my  life  be  fpared  ;  Or,  on  the  other.  If  it  pleafe 
thee  O  Lord,  let  thy  fervant  fpeedlly  depart  in 
!  peace,  for  my  eyes  have  feen*',  and  my  heart  has 
i  felt  “  thy  falyation*’:  Neverihclefs,  with  regard  to 
my  living  longer,  or  fliortcr  here,  not  my  will,  buc 
thine  be  done. 

This,  my  hearers,  is  to  live,  and  to  die,  like  a. 
chriftiah.  Happy  living  1  and  happy  dying  ! 

I  The  fubje(5t  is  very  fruitful  of  improvement,  which 
I  might  be  drawn  out  into  many  ufefuJ  particulars. 

!j  But,  for  want  of  ftrength,  and  as  I  have  been  feme- 
what  prolix  already  ;  I  fliall  content  myfclf  with 
making  one  general  reflexion  upon  what  has  been  faid ; 
and  that  (hall  be,  on  the  very  great  difference  there  is, 
between  the  true  chriflian  and  others,  both  with  ref-  ' 
pe61:  to  living,  and  dying. 

As  for  the  men  of  this  world,  who  arc  Grangers  to 
faith  in  Chrift,  and  a  renovation  of  nature^  and  who 
have  no  treafure  laid  up  in  Heaven  ;  but  have  their 
ail  here they  are  not  thus  firaitned  between  ” 
They  are  wholly  inclined  to  one.  This  eafih  has  all 
'  their  defircs, — as.it  coniahis  all  thetr  happinefs  ;  and 
-  they  feci  not  the  force  of  thufe  heaveidy  atiradfivcs 
'W'hich  afl  upon  the  believer. 

And  for  what  reafon  do  they  fb  paflionately  di  fire 
life  I  'Is  it  that  they  may  fpend  it  to  ihofe  import.^ nx 
!  N  religious 
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religious  purpofes  for  which  il  was  defigned  ?  in  glo- 
rifying  their  maker  ;  in  promoting  the  heft  inierefts 
of  their  fellow  creatures;  and  in  “  laying  up  in  ftorc 
‘‘  for  ihemfclves  a  good  foundation  againfl  the  time 
**  which  is  10  come”  ?  No  :  Their  views  arc  not  fo 
high  as  this.  For  them  to  live/^  is  Jin  ;  the  ful¬ 
filling  the  dcfircs  of  the  flefh,  and  of  the  mind  ; 
and  heaping  up  earthly  trcafurcs  and  enjoyments,  for 
which  alone  they  have  any  relifli.  They  defirc  life, 
not  to  improve  with  reference  to  eternity,  but  in 
worldly  employments,  entertainments,  and  purfuiis  ; 
if  not  in  notorious  affs  of  immorality. 

And  feeing  they  thus  live  ;  bow  wretched  mud 
they  <itef  and  how  gloomy  murt  their  profpe^s  be,  when 
their  hearts  hang  one  way,  but  the  inevitable  fummons 
urges  another  i  When  death  calls  them  to  depart,  but 
their  whole  deiire  is  to  live  ?  Can  they  then  with  plcafurc 
lift  up  their  drooping  heads,  and  rejoice  that  their  re¬ 
demption  draweih  nigh  ?  That  they  are  going  to  quit 
a  world  of  fin,  temptations,  and  forrows  ;  and  to  en — 
ter  upon  dilate  of  perfeft,  and  uninterrupted  felicity, 
in  the  prefence  of  their  God  and  Saviour  ?  No :  T  hey 
have  not  the  comfort  of  fuch  chcaring  views  and  con- 
fiderations  as  thefe,  to  make  death  defirablc,  and  ani-.* 
mate  them  with  joy  to  meet  their  diflolution  :  But  in- 
flead  of  this,  have  the  di final  profpeft  of  going  from 
bad  to  worfe ;  of  plunging  from  temporal  calamities, 
into  eternal  forrows. 

Of,  if  they  arc  fo  flupid  as  to  long  to  die,  in  order 
ro  get  rid  of  their  prefent  pain;  it  docs  not  help  the 
inaiTCT  in  the  IcafI,  fb  long  a-s  they  h:.v€  not  a  better 
inheritance  in  Heaven,  and  therefore  mufi  cxpc6^,  as 
foon  as  the  parting  firugglc  is  over,  to  find  thcrftfclves 
in  infinitely  more  diftr effing  circumflanccs  than  before. 

As 
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But,  how  different  the  cafe  with  the  believer  ?  Hei 
defires  life  for  higher  endi,  and' improves  it  (o  better 
purpofts,  as  before  obferved.  And  when  he  comes 
to  die,  (to  be  fUrO,  if  he  is  in  the  lively  cxercife  of 
faithl  how  tranfporting  the  profpeft  before  him 
fie  confider^  his  race  as  now  run — his  Warfare  as^ 
accomplilhcd— and  ail  his  troubles  juft  at  an  end— 
The  atifa£tives  of  this- earth,  now  lofc  their  influence, 
^on  him,  and  heavenly  objeefts  bear  all  the  fway. 
The  World,  this  empty,  trifling  world,  gradually  re¬ 
cedes,  and  difappears,  as  the  landfkip  lefiens  to  a  veftcl 
put  out  to  fca  ;  and  he  is  all  for  Heaven.  And  lo  ! 
the  celeftial  jwft  appears,  and  fweeily  opens  upon  his 
eager  fight ;  and,  in  the  language  of  the  Poet, 

The  foul  now  fpreads  her  wings. 

Wide  to  the  wind,  and  as  fhc  fails  fhe  fings. 

And  lofes  by  degrees,  the  fight  of  mortal  things. 

As  the  fhoars  leften ;  fb  her  joys  arife ; 

The  waves  roll  gentler,  and  the  lempcft  dies. 

Now  vaft  eternity  fills  all  her  fight 
She  floats  on  the  broad  deep,  with 
The  fea  forever  calm,  the  ikies  forever 

Watts. 


rmpeft  dies.  _ 

I  infinite  delight ;  ^ 
>revcr  bright,  / 

Watts. 


Where,  my  friends,  is  the  departed  foul  now  ?  With 
Ghrift  in  Paradife  ;  where  fhc  exults  in  a  perfect  free¬ 
dom 'from  all  fin,  temptations,  and  ibrrows ;  has  all 
her  faculties  unfpeakably  invigorated,  and  enlarged  : 
is  admitted  to  an  innumerable  company  of  fellow- 
faints  and  apgels  and  what  is  infinitely  better,  to  the 
immediate  prefence:  and  enjoyment  of  her  God  and 
Saviour,  where  flow  rivers  of  everkifting  nlcafures., 

N  2  1  can 
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I  can  fay  no  more  T - This  is  happincfs 

enough. 

Who  of  us,  my  hearers,  would  not  defire  to  make 
fuch  an  end  as  this  ?  To  leave  the  world  in  triumph, 
and  pafs  in  extafy  to  Heaven  ?  As  ever  wc  would  ;  let 
it  be  **  Chrift  for  us  to  live”,  while  here  in  the  flefh. 

Let  us  feek  to  be  united  to,  and  inttrefted  in  him,  by 
faith  ;  and  devote  our  lives  to  his  fervice  ;  endeavour¬ 
ing,  as  we  have  opportunity,  and  capacity  therefor,  ro 
advance  the  intcrefts  of  his  kingdom  in  the  world,  and 
the  befl  good  of  our  fellow  creatures ;  and  at  the 
fame  time,  giving  all  diligence  to  obtain  a  growing  \ 
meetnefs  for  Heaven,  ourfclves  :  And  then,  we  may  • 
humbly  hopt^  nay,  with  the  greareft  ajfurance  expc£l, 
that  in  our  appointed  time,  we  fhall  **  depart  in  peace, 

**  and  fleep  in  Jefus ;  and,  fhall  be  no  fooncr  abfent 
**  from  the  body,  but  prefent  with  the  Lord.’* 
AMEN. 
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yfnJ  'they  fciidy  hel'ieve  on  the  hord  Jefus 
“  Chrijl^  and  thou  Jhalt  be  favedy 


fV^-^’siLT  is  tmbappy  that  there  are  fuch  fierce  dif- 
_  i  j  ^  ptires,  and  noify  controverfie?,  among  pro- 
%  fefiing  chrififans,  upon  religious  fubjefls  : 

and  cfpecially,  when  the  great  and  funda¬ 
mental  doffrines  of  the’'gorpcl  are  controverted, for  the 
fake  of  maintaining  fome  abfirufe  mctaphyfical  nice¬ 
ties  .-—Whereas,  feeing  thefe  fubje^fs  are  generally  a- 
dapted  to  the  capacities  of  ordinary  chfirtians)  would’ 
the  contenders  but  honefily,  humbly  ai\d  prayerfully 
attend  to  the  general  (cope  and  defign  of  the  facred' 
writers,  the  rubje£f>  th^y'arc  upon,  the  lime,  and  dr- 
cumfiances  of  writing,  and  the  analogy  of  faith,  or  the 

harmony 


1 9^  72?^  Nature  of  favlng  Faith. 

harmony  and  genius  of  fcriprure,  they 
one  would  think,  agree,  at  leaft,  in  their  underfhinding 
of  fundamentals ;  and  not  be  difpofed  to  wrangle  much 
about  lefler  points. 

But  fo  it  is  ; — and  as  long  as  the  darknefs  and  de¬ 
pravity  of  human  nature  remain,  there  will  be  diffe¬ 
rent  fentiroentsin  religion  ;  rhp*,  as  is  many  times  the 
cafe,  the  difference  is  chiefly  about  words,  while  for 
fubffance  they  agree  :  however  this  is  not  always  tiic 
cafe  :  There  are  real  differences  of  opinion  on  religi¬ 
ous  points.  And  therefore  it  concerns  us  al]  to  fee  to 
it,  that  ic/e  arc  ;  that  we  have  a  right  underfiand- 
ing  of  go  (pel- truths,  and  live  according  to  them. — 
And  where  important  points  are  Cruck  at,  pr  arc  erro-? 
iicoufly  maintained,  we  are  exhorted  to  contend  ear- 
ncffly  for  the  faith. 

’  '  Yc  have,  doubtlefs,mauy  of  you,  beard  of  the  great 
difputesof  late,  concerning  faith,  occafioned  principal¬ 
ly  by  fbmc  late  writingsfdifperfcd  among  us,  wherein 
the  author  has  exploded  and  condemned  that  account 
of  faving  faith,  which  has  been  generally  given  by 
thofe  who  have  been  effeemed  the  greateft  and  molt 
orthodox  divines,  both  ajicienr  and  modem  ;  and  has 
attempted  to  cxpbln  it  in  quite  a  different  manner.;  at 
the  fame  time  very  plainly  fuggeOlng,  that  no  body 
has  underflood  and  treated  the  aright,  (iocc  the 

apoftles  days,  but  hirafeJf.  What  L  have  read  and 
heard  upon  the  point  of  late,  has  led  me/the  week  paff, 
to  turn  my  thoughts  to  as  ciofe  and  particular  a  canh- 
dcraiion  of  the  fubjcfl,  a«  my  health  would  admit  of  ; 
and  I  hope  a  difeourfe  or  two  of  fach  a  nature,  will  be 
of  real  lervice  both  to  my  (elf  and  you. 

J  need  not  fpend  much  time  in  introducing,  and  far 
king  notice  of  the  pccaffon  of  the  words,  which  I  have 

n  ^ 
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for  my  text.  'They  arc  the  dire^lion  and  advice 
of  Paul  and  Silas,  to  the  awakened,  convinced  and 
trernbUng  jaylor,  when  he  made  this  enquiry, 
What  muft  I  do  to  be  (aved  ?  Their  anfwcr  was, 
"Believe  in  the  Lord  jefus  Chrift,  and  thou  (halt  be 
faved.  Thefc  three  points  1  propofe,  by  divine  alTift- 
ance,  to  handle  Trom  the  words,  viz. 

I.  To  (hew  what  that  believing  in  Jefus  Chrift,  or 
faith  is,  which  is  faving. 

JI.  The  conne£iion  there  is  between  this  faith  and 
falvation.  And, 

III.  How  or  by  what  means  it  is  to  be  obtained. 

And  I  have  this  requeft  to  make,  my  hearers,  that 
as  I  go  along,  ye  would  carefully  examine,  whether 
what  I  fhall  deliver  be  agreablc  to  the  word  cf  God. — 
And  in  the  next  place,  whether  you  have  experienced 
that  faith  in  Jefus  Chrift,  which  fliall  entitle  you  to 
‘  falvation. —  And  to  excite  hereto.  1  will  a«fk  you  at  pre- 
lent,  to  confider  but  this  one  text,  Mark  16.  16,  He 
that  belicveth  not  fhall  be  damned.** 

1.  I  am  to  Ihew  what  that  believing,  or  faith  injefus 
Chrift  is,  which  is  conne^cd  with  falvation. 

The  generality  of  the  bed  divines,  both  ancient  and 
modern,  have  been  led  from  the  account  given  of  it  in 
the  bible,  to  underftand  faving  faith,  as  including  in 
its  very  edence,  thefe  two  things,  viz. 

1. )  The  aflent  of  the  underdanding  to,  or  a  firm 
perfuafion  of  the  truth  of,  the  gofpeUreport,  or  redi- 
mony  which  God  has  given  concerning  his  fon,  and 

.  the  method  of  falvation  thro’  him.  And, 

2. )  The  con  fen  t  of  the  will,  to  be  faved  in  this 
way,  by  receiving  and  fubmicting  to  Jefus  Chrid,  in  nit 
his  important  mediatorial  offices  ;  lifiningto,  and  re¬ 
garding  hi  t),  as  the  prophet  fent  of  God ;  reiylrg  on 

N  4  hrs 
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his  perfc£l  nghtcoufnefs  for 'juftification  ;  and  bowing 
ro  his  authority,  and  fubmitting  to  his  Jaw,  as  the  great 
King  and  Head  of  the  church. 

An  J  the  reafbn  why  they  dt  (cribc  faving  faith  thus, 
is  not  only  from  a  confideraiion  of  the  natural  fignifi- 
cation  of  the  word  in  the  original,  which  imports  a 
correfponding  excrcife  of  the  whole  mind,  tow'ards  the 
faving  objcdl  prefented  to,  and  afting  upon  the  whole 
mind,  as  may  be  particularly  fhewn  hereafter  ;  but 
likewife  from  a  cowfidcration  of  thofe  other  reprefen- 
fations  of  faith  in  the  facred  writings,  fuch  as  receiving 
and  coming  |o  Chrift,  8cc.  which  evidently  import  the 
fame  thing,  that  is,  this  alTent  and  confer,;.  And  aHo 
from  its  office  or  bufinefs,  in  the  affair  of  onr  falvation, 
which  is  to  bring  the  awakened,  coiivinccd  (inner, into 
fuch  a  connc^lion  with  Jefus  Chriff,  of  his  own  choice 
and  confent,  as  an  intelligent,  free  agent,  as  /hall  enti¬ 
tle  him  to  falvation  ;  w'hich  connciflion  with,  and  re¬ 
lation  to  Jefus  Chriff,  cannot  be  come  into,  and  form¬ 
ed,  without  the  excrcife  of  the  will  confenting,  as  well 
as  of  the  underftanding  affenting — ^ — In  this  cafe,  it 
is  true,  the  aft  of  the  underffanding  is  firff,  and  that 
of  the  will  follows  after  ;  but  until  there  he  this  aft  of 
ibe  will  confenting  to, and  making  choice  of  Chriff,t]»crc 
can  be  no  faving  conneftlon  between  him  and  the  ffiul. 

It  docs  not  overthrow  the  account  and  dclcription  of 
faith,  to  fay,  os  foine  do,  that  the  confent  of  the  will 
is  the  effeft  of  the  nffent  of  the  undcrflanding,  and 
therefore  is  not  of  the  effcnce  of  faith,  but  only  the 

efeti  thereof - For  aliho*,  as  is  really  the  cafe,  the 

aft  of  the  will  does  follow,  and  (b  in  that  fenfe,  if  you 
pleafe  is  the  cfTeft  of  the  prccceding  aft,  or  a  (lent  of 
the  underffanding  ;yet  it  is  not  the  effeB  favirg/i?///’, 
feeing  both  of  them  are  ncccffarily  and  effentially 

included 
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included  in  it,  and  the  definition  is  not  compTcat^  if  ci* 

thcr  ot  them  be.  left  out. - They  both  to  confli- 

fute  that  fbmething,  called  faith  whiclv  is  to  unjte  the 
believer  to  jefus  Chrift,  and  to  be  the  ground  of  anin- 
iereft  in  him. - 'And  however  the  word  faith  or  be¬ 

lieving,  may  in  the  englifh  language,  in  common  dif- 
courfe  about  the  affairs  of  the  prefent  life,  ordinarily^ 
tho’  not  always,  import,  nothing  more  than  the  aficnt 
of  the  underflanding  ;  yet  when  ufed  upon  this  im¬ 
portant  fubjedl,  in  a  fcriptural  fenfe,  it  naturally  and 
agreably  to  its  original  meaning,  takes  (bmething  far¬ 
ther  into  the  idea,  and  as  already  obferved,  includes  the 
exercife  or  confent  of  the  will. 

But  the  late  writer,  mentioned  in  the  introduction  to 
this  difeourfe,  fcerns  greatly  offended  at  this  deferiprion 
of  faving  faith,  ;  iho’  I  can’t  but  thiidc,  it  appear?  to  be 
as  old  aschriffianiry  itfelf ;  and  very  uncharitably  cen- 
fures  and  condemns  all  who  hold,  and  teach  the  flime, 
as  extremely  erroneous  and  dangerous  men ;  and  in 
.oppoHrion  to  them,  infiffs  upon  it,  that  faving  Faith, 
implies  nothing  more  than  a  bare,  fimple  affont  of  the 
underffanding.  to  the  truth  of  what  the  gofpel  reports, 
or,  as  he  generally  reffrains  the  obje<5l,  to  the  atonement 
of  Chrift.  Or  in  his  owm  language,  “  Faitn  is  a  bare 
perfuaffon  of  the  bare  truth  :  or  a  fimple  perfwalion 
**  of  the  truth  of  ihe  atonement:'^ 

Thus  he  entirely  excludes  any  excrcife  oraCl  of  the 
'will,  making  choice  of,  or  reffing  upon  Chrili,  from 
.  the  definition  : — And  if  this  be  a  true  account  of  faith, 
then  a  finner  may  believe  in  Jefus  Chrift,  to  falvation, 
without  any  choice,  confent  or  reliance, at  all ;  for, 
pray  mind  here,  if  the  whole  of  faving  faith  confifts 
in  this  bare  perfwafion  or  affent.  then  whoever  has  this, 
has  the  whole  of  what  is  rci^uifite  to  entitle  him  to  fal- 

vaiion  ; 
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vation ;  (Incc  the  fcripturc  fays  he  that  bclrcveih  lhall 
be  (aved.  It  is  an  abfurdity  to  fay,  that  faith  is  all 
that  is  required  to  falvacion;  and  that  this  faith  is  no- 
thing  more  than  a  bare  perf  Aafion  or  aflent  of  the  un- 
derftanding ;  and  yet,  that  Ibmcthing  elfe^  Yiz.  the 
(inners  own  choice  and  confent  is  ncccflary  ;  for  if  faith 
is  the  whole  of  what  is  neccfliiry,  then  this  choice  and 
confent,  call  it  cffc£t  or  what  you  plcafe,  rauft  belong 
to  the  very  eflcncc  of  that  faith,  which  is  neceflary. 

One  great  reafbn  why  the  abovemcntloned  writer 
infifls  upon  it,  that  nothing  more  is  meant  by  a  faving 
faith  than  a  bare  perfwafion  or  aflent  of  the  undernandf- 
ing,is  becaufc  it,  i.e  the  word  faith  or  believe, generally 
imports  no  more,  as  ufed  in  common  difeourfe  about 
ordinary  affairs. 

I  grant,  that  in  common  difeourfe  about  worldly 
things,  efpccially  in  the  cnglifh  language  ;  for  in  la  tin 
and  greek,  the  words  almoft  as  often  import  truft  or 
reliance,  as  they  do  the  adl  of  the  underflanding,  and 
that  according  as  the  objeft  is  fuited  cither  to  afrc£t  the 
underflanding  alone  or  the  underflanding  and  will  to¬ 
gether,  granting  1  fay  that  in  common  difeourfe  about 
worldly  things  in  the  englifh  language,  the  word  ufu- 
ally  fignifies  nothing  more  than  a  bare  a^l  of  the  un- 
clcrflanding,  aflenting  to  the  truth  of  a  report  : — As 
when  I  hear  a  piece  of  news,  I  may  be  faid  to  believe 
ii  if  I  am  perfwaded  of  its  truth,  whether  I  care  any 
thing  about  it  or  not ;  yet  in  fcripturc  when  this  word 
is  ufed,  and  fpoken  of  as  juflifying  and  faving,  it  ad¬ 
mits  of  a  more  extenfive  fenfe,  and  implies,  bcfides  this 
aflent  of  the  underflanding,  the  choice  or  confent  of 
the  will. 

And  that  w’C  may  be  convinced,  that  the  words  fcUh 
or  teliroe,  arc  ufed  in  this  particular,  extenfive  fen fr, 

and 
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that  we  may  learn  what  their  genuine  and  full  im¬ 
port  is,  let  us  confider  a  few  things.  As, 

I  )  That  the  primary  and  (ole  dcfign  of  words  is  to 
Convey  our  ideas  to  others,  and  let  them  know  our 
meaning  ;  and  that  the  firft  choice  of  thefe  (bunds  or 
words  is  for  the  moft  part  arbitrary,  there  being  nothing 
in  them  antecedent  to  the  choice,  proper  to  convey  one 
idea,  rather  than  another. 

2.)  That  we  affix  different  ideas,  oftentimes,  to  the 
fame  word,  when  ufed  on  different  occafions,  and  on 
different  fubjc6fs ;  as  for  inffance,  in  common  affairs  ; 
when  we  fay  we  have  forgotten  fuch  a  (lory  or  parti¬ 
cular  fubjeft,  we  mean  nothing  more  by  it,  than  that 
tlie  knowledge  of  it  has  flipped  our  minds  or  departed 
from  us,  and  that  we  are  not  at  prefent  able  to  rccol- 
lc£f  it.  But  when  (peaking  of  an  undutiful  we 
(ay  be  has  forgotten  his  parents ;  we  mean  (bmething 
more,  by  the  word  forgotten ,  than  in  the  other  cafe, 
viz.  that  he  neglefrs  his  duty  towards  them  ;  and  this 
he  may  do,  notwithftanding  he  may  have  the  bare,  fim- 
ple  remembrance  or  recolle£fion  that  he  has  fuch  pa¬ 
rents,  very  frequently,  every  day. 

g.)  That  the  facred  penmen  of  the  holy  (cripturcs, 
ufc  words  as  Varioufly.  on  different  occaHons  and  on 
different  fubje<fls,  as  any  other  writers,  perhaps,  what¬ 
ever,  or  even  as  we  do  in  ordinary  converfatibn  ;  and 
yet  their  meaning  may  generally  be  evident,  from  a 
conlideration  of  the  nature  of  the  fubje^f,  the  occafion, 
manifeft  de(ign,  fcope,  Bzc.  of  thofe  who  ufe  them  : 
T^inftances  of  this  kind  are  many  as  in  the  words, 
knowledge,  fear,  remembrance,  righreoufnefs,  falva- 
tion  and  the  like : — To  inflance  in  one  or  two,  when 
it  is  faid  concerning  the  immoral,  idolatrous  Gentiles^ 
Rom.  1.21.  That  when  they  knew  God,  they  glori¬ 
fied 
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ficd  him  noc  as  God,  Bcc,  the  word  knew,  implies  no¬ 
thing  more  in  if,  than  that  they  had  by  the  light  of 
nature,  a  bare,  (imple  knowledge  or  belief  of  the  ex¬ 
igence,  and  fbme  general  notions  of  the  perfections' 
of  a  God.  But  when  it  is  laid  in  one  of  the  pfalms, 
"  They  that  k«ow  thy  name  will  put  their  trufl  in 
thec.’^  And  in  the  17th  of  fohn^  **  This  is  life 
eternal,  to  know  ihcc  the  only  true  God  and  Jefus 
Chrift  whom  thou  has  fent.*’  It  is  plain  that  fomc- 
thing  more  is  intended  by  the  word,  and  that  it  imports 
fuch  a  knowledge,  belief  and  view  of  the  being  and 
glorious  perfections  of  the  Deity,  as  is  the  foundation 
of  Jove,  fruft  and  obedience,  and  in  fhort,  of  life 
eternal,  or  bleflednefs  in  the  enjoyment  of  him.  So 
the  w^ord  call  when  ufed  on  different  occafions,  and 
with  a  different  view,  includes  ideas  as  various. 

In  Rom.  10.  13.  it  is  faid,  in  reference  to  the  pro¬ 
phecy  in  Joel,  that  whofbever  fhall  call  upon  the 
name  of  the  Lord,  fhall  be  faved.  Here  if  we 
conffder  the  context,  and  the  prophecy  referred  to, 
together  with  thegcn  :ral  warrant  of  feripture  require- 
nienti,  in  order  to  falvaiion,  wt  fhall  eafiiy  fee  that 
fuch  a  prevalent  call  as  this,  muff  mean  an  humble, 
finccrc,  believing  depending  call,  proceeding  from  a 
gracious  heart,  and  from  a  true  love  to  God,  and  faith 
in  Jefus  Chrift.  But  when  God  fays  in  the  firff  of 
Preverhi,  concerning  bold,  prefumptuous,  dclnymg 
and  hardned  Hnners,  that  would  not  regard  his  f'allp, 
entreaties,  warnings  and  counfrls,  ’till  it  was  too  late, 

Then  fhall  they  call  upon  me,  but  I  will  not  an- 
fwer,”f:c. —  It  is  evident  tliai  the  word  call,  implies 
quite  different  ideas,  from  what  rt  did  in  the  other 
paffagc.anJ  mrnns  quite  atiother  thing,  viz.  the  forced, 
conffrainct!  cry  of  dcTpcrare,  impenitent^  unbelieving, 

4  unfanfhry'd 
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.  un&n£lify’d  (inner,  extorted  merely  frorn  fear  of  ap¬ 
proaching  deftru£hon,  and  not  proceeding  heari^  and 
freely  from  true  love  and  regard  to  God,  or  l^h  or 
any  other  grace. 

So  likewife  the  word  hearken  fometimes  fignifies  no 
more  than  abarc  liftning,to  hear  any  thing  that  is  (poken 
or  noife  that  is  made. —  As  when  Rhoda  went  to  the 
door,  when  Paul  flood  there  knocking,  to  hearken 
what  was  the  matter,  and  who  was  there. —  But  in 
other  places,  it  implies,  befides  a  (imple  hearing,  an 
hearty,  confeientious,  pra£lical  regard  to  what  is 
fpoken  : — As  in  Proverbs  i.  33-  Whofo  hearkneth 
to  me,  i.  e.  to  the  advice  of  true  wifdom,  (hall  dwell 
fafcly.  And  thus  I  might  inftance  in  many  others. — 

Since  then,  agreable  to  what  we  pra^life  in  common 
difeourfe,  and  the  well  known  cuRom  of  other  authors, 
the  facred  writers  iheinfelvcs  ufe  many  words  in  a 
difierent  fenfe,  according  to  the  fubje^,  occafion,  dc- 
fign,  &c.  Why  may  we  not  conclude  that  among  the 
reft,  the  word  faith  or  believe,  is  ufed  thus  varioufly 
by  them,  in  a  different  fenfe  from  that  which  we 
generally  put  upon  it,  in  common  difeourfe ;  and  dif¬ 
ferent  from  the  fenfe  they  ihemfclvcs  fometimes  ufc 
it  in,  according  as  the  occafion  requires  I  and  efpeci- 
ally  according  to  the  nature  of  the  obje£l  prelcnted 
to  the  mind,  which  if  apprehended  merely  as  a  truths 
commands  the  aflent  of  the  underftanding,  but  if  co.i- 
fidered  as  good,  attra<Rs  the  will. 

It  is  very  evident  they  do  ufe  the  words  thus  varl- 
oufly  and  yet  their  meaning  is  not  very  difficult  to  be 

unclerflood. - Whoever  is  converfant  v/iih  the  facred 

writings,  efpecially  of  the  new  teflament  will  find  fc- 
vcral  kinds  of  faith  f|X)ken  of — as  an  faith, 

confifling  in  a  bare  afiemt  of  the  underHanding  to  the 

truth 
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truth  of  fa^5,or  do^rines,or  any  declarations  made, with 
fufEciint  ctidcncc  to  produce  in  the  mind,  a  rational 
convi£hon  of  the  truth — as  in  John  1 2.  42.  when  ma¬ 
ny  of  the  coiet  rules  are  (aid  to  have  believed  onChrift, 
who,  neverrhelcfi,  loved  the  praife  of  men,  more  than 
the  praife  of  God. 

The  evidence  he  gave  of  his  chara^er  and  miffion, 
asthc  true  and  longexpe^cd  Meffiah,  was  fofull,  that 
they  could  not  but  give  into  it,  that  he  was  the  perfon. 
They  believed  his  pretenfions  be  true;  but  yet  their 
wills  were  not  bowed  toacordial  reception  of,  and  Tub- 
jedlion  to  him,  for  fear  of  the  Phariiecs,  bccaufe  they 
loved  the  praife  of  men,  more  than  the  praife  of  God  ; 
and  bccaufe  they  did  not  view  him  as  a  Saviour  in  all 

rcfpc£ts  fuited  to  their  taffe  and  defirc. - So  likewife 

Simon  the  forcerer,  is  faidto  believe  on  the  preaching 
of  Philip,  that  is,  he  gave  his  aflent  to  the  truth  of 
what  he  faid  about  Jefus  Chrift,  and  made  a  profcfTion, 
but  no  more  : — His  head  was  enlightned,  but  his 
heart  the  feat  of  the  affe^lions  remained  as  it  was,  for 
he  was  (fill  in  the  gall  of  bitternefsand  under  the  bonds 
of  iniquity. 

We  read  alfb  of  a  faith  of  miracles,  and  of  a  dead 
faith,  being  alone  ;  hich,  I  need  not  fpend  time, par¬ 
ticularly  to  confidcr. - But  as  different  from  and 

more  excellent  than  any  of  thefe,  wc  read  in  other 
places  of  a  faving  juffifiying  faith,  which  leads  and 
unites  the  foul  to  Chrift,  and  is  the  ground  of  an 
intercfl  in  him. 

Inftances  of  this  kind  are  almoft  innumerable. — .fs 
in  thefe  paflages,  God  fb  loved  the  world,  thar  he 
gave  his  only  begotten  Ton,  that  whofoever  bciicvcih 
in  him,  might  nor  periili,  but  have  cvcrlaffng  life  : — 
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He  that  bclievcth  on  the  Son  hath  cverlafting  life. — 
By  grace  are  ye  (avecl,thro’  faith, and  that  not  of  your- 
(clvcs.  it  is  the  gift  of  God. — Here  it  is  plain  another 
and  a  better,  or  rather  a  more  c^ctenfive  kind  of  faith 
is  fpoken  of,  than  in  the  paftages  aforementioned  ; 
even  a  faith,  which  is  the  cxcrcife  of  the  whole  foul, 
add  is  infoperably  conneAed  with  falvation. 

Now  in  order  to  gain  a  true  idea  or  notion  of  what 
this  faving  faith  implies,  we  mull  confider  in  the 

Firft  place,  thofc  other  reprefentations  of  it,  which 
we  meet  with  in  the  facred  writings, which  arc  evident¬ 
ly  defigned  to  let  forth  the  fame  thing ;  fuch  as  com¬ 
ing  to  Chrift  ;  receiving  him  ;  trufting  in  him  ;  flying 
to  him  for  refuge  ;  having  him,  &c.  as  in  ihofe  pafla- 
ges,  “  Come  unto  me  all  ye  that  labour,  and  are  heavy 
laden,  and  1  will  give  you  reft.**  John  i.  12.  “  But 
as  many  as  received  him,  to  them  gave  he  power  to 
become  the  Tons  of  God,  even  to  them  that  believe  on 
his  name.”  Hebrews  6.  18.  ‘‘  That  by  two  immnta- 
blc  things,in  which  it  was  impofliblc  for  God  to  lie,  we 
might  have  a  flrong  confolation,  who  have  fled  for  re¬ 
fuge,  to  lay  hold  upon  the  hope  fet  before  us.’^— — 
“  He  that  hath  the  Son  hath  life,”  &c. 

It  feems  very  evident,  that  ihefc  and  fuch-like  me¬ 
taphorical  expreflions,  are  defigned  to  reprefont,  for 
fubflance,  the  fame  thing  with  faith,  or  believing,  in 
JefusChrifl: — And  they  cannot  import  lefs  than  ihcfo 
two  things,  viz.  a  perfuafion  of,  o^aflent  to  the  truth 
of  Chrirt’s  fuicablenefs,  readinefs  and  ability  to  (avc: — 
and  the  approbation,  choice,  confont  and  dependance 
of  the  (inner  upon  himfelf  for  falvation. 

That  extraordinany  paflage  in  the  i  iih  to  the  Hcb. 
is  very  full  to  this  purpofe  : — Speaking  of  the  good  old 
Patriarchs,  it  is  foidj  Thefe  all  died  in  faith,  nojt 

having 
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having  received  the  promifcs ;  that  h,  not  having  liv¬ 
ed  to  fee  the  promifes  of  the  future  Mefliab  accom- 
plifhej  in  their  day:  but  having  feen  them  afar  off,  « 
and  were  perfuaded  of  them,  and  embraced  them,  and 
confelTed  that  they  were  Grangers  and  pilgrims  on  the 

carth.’^ - -They  were  firfl  perfuaded  of  their  truth:', 

and  then  embraced  them  ;  or  as  it  were  feized  upon 
j? '  the  promifed  blcfilng3,and  depended  on  their  fulfilment.. 

And  this  is  always  the  cafe  in  true  faith,  we  are  firfl 
perfwaded,  convinced  or  fatisfied  of  the  truth  of  God’s 
teflimony  concerning  his  foil;  as  of  his  all-fufficiency^ 
fuitablenefs,  and  the  offers  and  promifes  of  falvatioa 
thro’ him; — and  we  then  embrace  this  teflimony  we 
are  pleafed  with,  and  rely  upon  it,  not  only  as  true,  but 
for  the  falvation,  therein  propofed  and  offered  to  us  ; 

;  and  upon  our  fo  doing,  it  becomes  ours,  the  acceptance 

makes  the  offered  good  our  own. - And  wc  do  not 

i  perform  all  that  the  word  believe  originally  imports, tin- • 

•  Jefs  the  whole  foul  is  thus  influenced  by,  and  a(5ls  cor- 

1  refpondently  towards,  the  obje£f  prefented  to  it. 

And  here,  the  brazen  ferpenr,  w'hich  was  an  emi¬ 
nent  type  of  Chrifl,  maybe  brought  in  to  advantage, 

as  an  illuflration  of  the  point  in  view. - That  this 

a  type  of  Chrid,  and  of  the  way  of  our  obtaining 
relief  from  him,  is  evident  from  what  he  himfelf 
lays  about  it,  John  3.  14th  And  as  Mv)fc3  lifted  up 
the  ferpent  in  the  wilder nefs,  even  fo  muQ  the  Ton  cf 
man  be  lifted  up,  th’fit  whofoever  bclievcih  on  him 

fliould  not  [xirifh,  but  have  cverlafling  life. - How 

w'cre  the  Ifraclltcs  to  obtain  healing  from  thebrazen 
1  Jerpent,  wiicn  flung  by  the  fiery  ferpents  w-as  it  by  a 

bare  perfwafion  :hat  by  God’s  appointment,  it  was  pla¬ 
ced  in  i!m  midd  cf  the  camp  on  n  pole,  and  that  who- 
fbevcT  looked  to  it  when  bitten, would  certainly  receive 
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I  a  cure  ?  no  ;  fuch  a  bare  perfwafion  would  (ignlfy 
I  nothing  of  itfelf  *,  they  muft  actually  look  to  it,  in 
order  to  be  healed. 

^  So  the  poor  (inner,  when  ftung  by  a  painful  fcnfe 
of  fin»  and  by  the  fiery  law  fei  home  upon  his  confci- 
ii  cnce  by  the  fpirit  of  God,  muff  look  to  Chrifl  for 
j  relief  and  Spiritual  healing.  A  bare  (imple  perfwafi- 
\  on  that  he  is  by  the  Father’s  appointment  the  Savi- 
onr  of  finners  *,  and  of  the  truth  of  his  atonement  and 
full  redemption  wrought  out  by  him,  will  be  of  no 

(avail ;  if  there  be  not  fome  exercife  of  the  will  to¬ 
wards  him,  approving,  making  choice  of,  confenting 
to,  and  depending  on  him  for  falvation.  Hence  that 
i  defeription  of  faith  in  the  45th  of  Ifaiah  and  2  2.ver. 
I  in  allufion  probably,  to  the  method  of  obtaining  relief 
i  from  the  brazen  ferpent  Look  unto  me  and  be  ye 
faved  all  the  ends  of  the  earth*’. 

5  And  we  (hall  be  further  convinced,  that  faving 
I  faith  is  ufed  in  this  extenfive  fcnfe,  and  takes  in  the 
j  exercife  of  the  will  in  approving  of,  confenting  to,  and 
I  depending  on  Chrifl  for  falvation,  when  we  confider 
I  II.  His  office  in  the  affair  of  our  falvation,  which 
is  as  before  hinted,  to  bring  the  (inner  into  fuch  a  con¬ 
nexion  with  and  relation  to  Jefus  Chrill,  in  whom 
all  fulnefs  dwells,  as  thereby  to  entitle  him  to,  and 
I  make  him  the  fubjeX  of  falvation.  For  as  there  is 
no  falvation  for  fallen  man,  but  by  and  in  Chr'lft,  fo 
this  falvation  cannot  be  fecured,  unlefs  the  finncr  be 
brought  into  fuch  a  relation  to  him,  as  to  be  ttccount- 

II  cd  one  with  him  : — as  a  poor  woman  is  by  the  bond 

.  of  marriage,  reckoned  one  with  her  rich  hufband,  and  is 
(hereby  entitled  to  certain  privileges  and  benefits  from 
his  eflate. 

i  The  objeXs  to  be  connefted  arc  the  Saviour  and 
■  O  the 


! 


2T0 


^ht  Nature  of  favhg  Faith, 

the  (inner.  On  the  one  hand  it  is  a  poor,  guilty  felf- 
ruined  helplefs  (inner,  that  is  cxpo(ed  to  the  cu  (es 
of  the  broken  law  and  pcrifliing  in  his  (ins  ;  and  can 
obtain  no  relief  from  any  other  quarter. 

On  the  other  hand,  there  is  a  glorious  infinitely 
able  and  willing  Saviour,  who  has  a  perfe^^  righic- 
oufntTs  for  his  jufiification  ;  and  in  a  word,  is  able 
to  do  every  thing  for  him  which  he  needs;  and  (lands 
ready  to  doir,  and  invites  the  finner  to  make  application 
to,  accept  ofand  depend  upon  him.  Well ;  faith  or  be¬ 
lieving  is  this  application  of  the  finner  for  relief,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  advice  in  my  text  Believe  in  the  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift ,  and  thou  (halt  be  faved  ; — and  therefore 
as  obferved  before,  it  mu(l  imply  a  firm  perfwafion  or 
the  a(rent  of  the  undcrflanding  to  the  truth  of  the 
divine  declaration,  that  he  is  (uch  a  glorious,  allfuffi- 
cient  and  willing  Saviour  /  and  alfo  the  approbation 
and  con(ent  of  the  v/ill,  in  making  choice  of,  refign- 
ing  him(elf  up  to,  and  placing  his  whole  dependance 
on  him  for  falvation  as  he  is  revealed  and  offered  in 
the  gofpel.  And  when  this  is  done,  the  faving  con- 
nc<fiion  is  formed;  ChriQ  and  the  believer  are  one  ; 
and  if  he  has  but  a  comfortable  fenfe  and  perfwafion 
hereof,  as  he  more  or  lefs  has,  he  may  fay  with  the. 
?‘poufc  “My  beloved  is  mine,  and  1  am  his”, —  He^ 
O  preciousSaviour !  hasbecn  fo  good  as  to  offer  himfelf 
to  me,  and  I  tho’  in  my  fcif  a  poor  unworthy  wretch 
nave  been  difpofed  and  enabled  to  accept  of  him. 

Does  it  not  appear  my  hearers,  that  1  have  given 
you  a  true  account  of  the  matter  ?  That  this  is  the 
•cmiine  fcriptural  defeription  of  faith  ?  If  it  be  not,  I 
coiifefs  1  do  not  know  what  it  is. 

And  indeed  there  feems  to  be  fomething  in  the 
r  ecu  liar  mode  of  expreffion,  believing  in  Chrift  or 
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'on  Cbrift^  arid  believing  in  his  name  which  furthet 
iuggefts  and  implies,  fuch  a  going  out  of  the  heart  to¬ 
wards  him,  and  fuch  an  acceptance  of,  and  depend- 
ance  on  him,  as  has  been  deferibed. 

Th  s  then  is  the  amount  of  what  has  been  faid,  vlt® 
that  altho’  the  word  faith  or  believe,  in  common  di(- 
Courfe  in  the  englifli  language,  may  ufiially  fignify 
no  more  than  the  bare  affent  of  the  underftanding  j 
yet  when  ufed  in  feripture  for  that  which  is  faving, 
it  is  ufed  in  a  peculiar  and  more  extenfivc  fenfe,  and 
implies  agreabie  to  its  natural  and  original  fignificati- 
on,  as  fhall  be  fhewn  in  the  next  difeourfe  if  God 
permit,  I  fay  it  implies  not  only  the  aflent  of  the  un- 
derffanding  tb  the  truth  of  the  gofpel  report,  but  alfb 
an  acquiecence  in  acceptance  of,  and  dependance  ori 
it  or  in  other  words  it  includes  fome  exercifes  ot 
the  will  as  well  as  of  the  underftanding,  feeing  the 
object  which  is  viewed  to  ht  good  as  well  as  true  is 
equally  prefented  to  both. 

I  am  hereafter,  by  divine  aftiftance  and  permifTion 
to  lliew 

II.  The  connection  there  is  between  faith  and 
falvation. 

HI.  How  or  by  what  means  it  is  to  be  obtained  ;  . 
previous  to  which  I  have  a  few  things  to  obferve 
upon  the  head,  I  have  already  been  conGdering  ;  But 
what  has  been  faid  muft  fuftice  for  the  prefenc. 
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ACTS  1 6.  3 1. 

u4nd  they  faid^  believe  on  the  Lord  JeJus  Chrijl 
and  thou  Jhalt  be  faved. 

things  you  may  remember  I 
propofed  to  confider  from  the  words. 

What  that  believing  or  faith  in 
Jefus  Chrift  is,  which  is  faving. 

IE  The  connexion  there  is  between 
this  taiih  ai-d  falvation.  And 

in.  Mow  or  by  what  means  it  is  to  obtained. 
The  firfi;  head  wasentred  upon,  and  according  to  the 
view  I  then  had  tor  lubftance,  finiflied  thelaft  fabbath. 

1  then  obferved  to  you,  that  altho’  the  word  faith 
or  believing,  irt.  ordinary  difeourfe  in  englifli,  ufually 
fignified  no  more  than  the  bare  aflent  ot  the  undcr- 
ftanding  to  the  truth  of  a  report,  yet  that  it  was 
ufed  in  feripture,  when  fpoken  of  as  juftifying  and 

faving, 
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faving,  in  a  peculiar  more  extenfive  fcnfe,  tho’ 
not  beyond  it’s  natural  fignification  when  applied  to 
fuch  an  objed,  and  implied  not  only  the  ad  of  the 
underftanding  in  alTenting  ;  but  liLewife  included  in 
it  fome  correfpondent  exercife  of  the  will  toward  the 
objed  thus  aflented  to,  in  approving  of,  embracing 
and  reding  on  it  for  falvation. 

And  this  I  endeavoured  to  make  appear  from  thefe 
two  confiderations,  viz.  In  the 

Firfl  place,  from  thofe  other  reprefentations  which 
are  made  of  the  fame  thing  in  the  facred  writings. 
And  in  the  next  place,  from  its  peculiar  office, 
which  is  to  bring  the  Tinner  into  fuch  a  relation  to 
Jefus  Chrift,  as  thereby  to  entitle  him  to,  and  make 
him  the  fubjed  of  his  lalvation. 

Each  of  which  I  brg  leave  To  far  to  reconfider  at 
this  time  before  I  proceed,  as  to  fubjoin  a  few  things 
for  their  farther  ilk.dration,  which  were  either  omit¬ 
ted  or  but  juft  hinted  at  betore.  And 

1  As  to  thofe  other  reprefentations,  which  are 
given  us  in  feripture  of  true  faving  faith,  or  believ¬ 
ing  ;  fuch  as  coming  to  Chrift  •,  receiving  him,  flying 
to  him  for  refuge,  taking  his  yoke  upon  us,  looking 
to  him,  taking  of  the  water  of  life  freely,  eatinghim 
who  is  the  bread  of  life  which  came  down  from  hea¬ 
ven  &:c.  With  regard  to  thefe  and  fuch  reprefenta¬ 
tions,  I  fay,  it  Teems  very  evident,  that  they  are  dc* 
figned  to  fet  forth  for  fubftance  the  fame  thing  with 
that  which  in  other  pafTages  is  called  in  plain  lan« 
guage,  believing  in  Chrift  or  faith  in  him,  feeing  they 
are  addrefled  or  made  to  and  fpoken  of  the  very 
fame  perfons,viz.  poor,  felf  ruined,  helplefs,  perifhing 
finners  •,  as  the  way  to  obtain  the  very  fame  falvati- 
'  on,  and  of  the  fame  Saviour. 


If 
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^  If  receiving  Chrlft  in  the  firft  of  John,  if  coming 
weary  and  heavy  laden  to  him  for  reft  in  another 
place,  if  flying  to  him  for  refuge,  it  coming  and  tak¬ 
ing  the  water  of  life,  if  looking  to  Chrift  to  be  faved 
&c. — and  thofc  ftrong  metaphors  of  eating  his  fiefh 
and  drinking  his  blood,  do  not  import  for  fubftance 
the  fame  thing  with  faith  or  believing  for  or  unto 
falvation,!  can  have  no  manner  of  idea  what  they  car> 
mean,  or  are  defigned  to  convey.  It  is  true,  believ¬ 
ing  is  plain  language,  and  thefe  are  metaphors  which 
allude  to  well  known  adlions  in  common  life,  but 
yet  if  their  main  purport  be  not  the  fame,  it  is  hard 
to  conceive  what  proper  and  pertinent  meaning  they 
can  have.  Well,  once  granting  this,  which  I  think 
muji  be  granted,  and  univerfally  has  been  and  is  gran¬ 
ted,  that  they  are  defigned  in  various  points  of  light, 
to  reprefent  true  faving  faith,  or  believing  in  Chrift ; 
we  mull  then  either  almoft  entirely  explain  them 
away,  at  lead  fo  far  as  to  deftroy  the  beauty,  force 
and  propriety  of  the  metaphor,  or  allow  what  I  am 
contending  for  viz.  that  they  import  fome  cxcrcife 
of  the  will  as  well  as  of  the  underftanding.  For 
this  is  an  eftablifhed  maxim  among  all  good  judgei 
of  language,  that  as  metaphors  are  ufed  to  fet  forth 
truth  in  a  more  beautiful  and  ftriking  point  of  view, 
than  fimple  plain  language  would  do,  fothey  ought 
always  to  be  interpreted  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  pre- 
ferve  fome  fpecial  beauty  and  propriety  in  the  ufeof 
them  which  beauty  and  propriety  cannot  be 
maintained,  u  )lefs  there  be  fome  confiderable  and 
fpecial  analogy  or  rcfemblance  between  their  natural 
and  primary  fignification,  and  that  which  they  arc 
now,  when  thus  transferred,  intended  to  convey. 

As 
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As  for  inftance,  when  Chrift  is  called  the  foundanon 
or  chief  corner  ftone,  the  exprefiion  is  mctiphorical 
taken  from  a  building  to  denote,  that  ^s  a  great 
beautiful  foundation  ftone,  efpccially  when  laid  in  a 
corner,  is  the  main  fupport  and  ornament  of  the  edi¬ 
fice  ;  fo  Chrift  is  the  firm  foundation  and  fupport, 
and  the  chief  glory  of  his  church.  And  there  would 
be  no  propriety  in  the  metaphor,  were  it  not  for  this 
rcfemblance.  Thus  with  refped  to  thefe  metapho¬ 
rical  reprefentations  of  faith,  if  there  be  not  fome 
fpccial  analogy  or  rcfemblance  betw'een  chat  which 
they  are  defigned  to  convey,  as  now  transferred,  and 
their  natural  fignification,  as  applied  to  thofeadions 
of  life,  from  whence  they  are  taken,  there  is  no  force, 
beauty  or  propriety  in  the  ufe  that  is  made  of  them, 
but  they  arc  trifling,  impertinent  forms  of  fpeech. 
As  for  inftance,  if  the  metaphorical  cxprefTion  of 
coming  to  Chrift  for  falvation,  which  is  taken  from 
the  natural  adion  of  oneperfon  coming  to  another, 
does  not  imply  fome  fpecial  rcfemblance  to  that  na¬ 
tural  adion,  the  metaphor  is  not  good,  and  has  no 
beauty  or  propriety  in  it.  And  fo  with  regard  to 
the  metaphorical  expreffion  of  receiving  Chrift,  if  it 
has  no  peculiar  rcfemblance  to  the  natural  adion  of 
receiving  among  men,  when  a  thing  one  perfon  pre- 
fents  or  offers  to  another  is  received  or  accepted  by 
that  other  perfon  to  whom  it  is  prefented,  the  meta¬ 
phor  is  improper  and  injudicioufly  applied.  And 
fo  on  with  regard  to  the  reft,  fuch  as  flying  to  him 
for  refuge  ;  taking  the  water  of  life  freely  &c.  I 
fay  there  muft  be  fome  fpecial  rcfemblance  in  all 
thefe,  or  they  are  improperly  ufed.  Weil,  if  there 
be  any  fpecial  rcfemblance  between  thefe  metaphori¬ 
cal  expreffions,  and  thofe  natural  adions,  from  which 

the 
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they  arc  taken,  they  mufl:  imply  what  I  have  been 
infilling  on,  viz.  not  only  thea£l  of  the  underftand- 
ing,  in  afiauing  to  the  golpel  report,  but  alTo  a  cor- 
refpondent  motion  or  exercife  of  the  will,  toward  the 
objed  thus  afffnted  to. 

For  as  when  1  accept  an  offer  which  another 
makes  me,  I  am  not  only  perfwaded  of  his  fincerity, 
but  approve  of  and  embrace  the  offered  good  \--So 
when  a  perfon  receives  Chrifl  as  offered  to  him  in  the 
gofpel  freely,  he  is  not  only  perfwaded  of  the  truth 
and  fincerity  of  the  offer,  but  approves  of,  confents 
to  and  embraces  it  as  his  own. — And  if  this  dees  not 
imply  fomc  ad  of  the  will,  it  is  hard  to  fay  what  the 
exercife  of  the  will  is. 

It  feems  a  plain  cafe  then,  that  from  a  confideratl- 
t>n  of  the  import  of  thefe  metaphorical  expreflions 
which  are  ufed  for  faith  in  Chrilt,  we  mufl  conclude 
that  ic  imports  what  1  have  becn  trying  to  eflablifh 
viz.  the  affenr  and  confent  ofthe  mind. 

And  as  to  the  office  of  faith,  1  would  but  juH  hint 
in  addition  to  what  was  (aid  in  the  other  difcourfe, 
that  as  it  is  to  bring  the  finner  and  the  Saviour  into 
lu'. li  a  union  with  and  relation  to  each  other,  as  fhall 
entitle  the  former  to  all  the  benefits  of  the  latter  ; 
and  as  they  are  confidered  as  rational,  free  intelligent 
agents,  who  always  ad  upon  choice  and  upon  rho- 
tive,  this  union  muft  be  in,  or  at  lead,  imply  the 
mutual  approbation  and  confent  ol  each  party,  as 
mu.has  that  relation  which  fubfifls  between  hufband 
and  wife. 

And  fiiiCe  fairh  is  on  the  Tinners,  part  the  bond  of 
this  union  ,  it  hJlows  that  the  approbation  and  con¬ 
fent  ol  the  will  is  of  its  very  tffence,  feeing  the  uni¬ 
on  cannot  be  formed  without  ic. 
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It  does  not  confute  or  even  oppofc,  but  as  I  hum¬ 
bly  conceive,  is  rather  unluckily  for  the  objedor, 
ftrengtbens  what  I  have  advanced,  for  any  to  fay^ 
that  there  can  be  no  true  hearty  alTent  to  the  gofpel 
report  without  a  correfpondent  cxercife  of  the  will  - 
time,  clofely  and  infeperably  conneded 
with  it.  For  granting  this  to  be  the  cafe,  that  when 
the  objed:  is  viewed  not  only  as  true,  but  as  good, 
it  cannot  be  heartily  affented  to  without  the  will, 
embracing  it  at  the  fame  time,  and  what  will  be  the 
confcquence  i  why,  it  will  then  folIow,that  in  asmuch 
as  this  exercife  of  the  will,  is  thus.infepetably  con- 
neded  with  the  affent  of  the  underftanding-,  feeing 
the  faving  objed  is  equally  accommodated  to  both, 
fo  that  one  cannot  exilt  without  the  other,  and  the 
union  between  Chriff  and  the  foul  cannot  be  formed 
without  both  ;  I  fay  it  will  from  hence  follow  that 
this  approving,  confenting,  relying  ad  of  the  will, 
muff  be  confidered  as  involved  in  and  a  part  of  that 
peculiar,  important,  complex  exercife  ot  the  mind, 
not  of  the  underftanding  only,  but'  of  the  mind, 
which  on  the  ftnners  part  is  to  conftitute  that  faving 
relation  between  him  and  the  Saviour.  And  I  de¬ 
fire  this  important  obfervation  rhay  be  duly  confide- 
red  and  remembred  vYl.  that  faving  faith  is  not  to  be 
looked  upon  as  the  ad  of  one  peculiar  faculty  of  the 
foul,  but  rather  as  the  conjoint  exercife  of  the  whole 
n^ind  toward  the  objed  prefented  to  the  whole 
mind,  viewing  this  objed,  aftencing  to,  approving  of 
and  embracing  ic,  • 

Hence  we  fo  often  read,  of  believing  with  the 
heart,  the  feat  of  the  affedions  and  difpofition  •,  and 
the  very  center  of  the  mind,  to  denote  the  entire  en- 
gagednefs  of  the  perfon  herein, 


And 
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■  ,  \  '  ... 

And  now  I  have  got  upon  the  phrafe  believing 
with,  the  heart ;  let  us  flop  a  few  minutes  to  confider 
Its  import.  The  heart  in  feripture  is  p^t  almoft 
every  where  for  the  center,  and  as  it  were  the  inmoft 
jreceflis  of  the  foul  ;  and  Teems  to  refpciff  chiefly  the 
dirpofitions  and  afFedions  ;  or  the  prevailing  habi¬ 
tude,  bias  and  inclination  of  the  foul, — As  in  that 
paflTage,  Deut.  5,  9.  O  that  there  were  fuch  an  heart 
in  them  that  they  would  fear  me  and  keep  all  my 
commandments — And  Ffalm  1 19.  1 1?.  I  have  in- 
“clined  my  heart  to  perform  thy  ftatutes  alway — So 
in  Ads  8.  21.  it  is  faid  of  Simon  that  his  heart  was 
not  right  with  God.  Li  which  places  it  is  evidently 
ufed  to  denote  chiefly  the  difpofition  or  inclination 
of  the  foul  ;  and  iherefore  principally  refpeds  the  ^ 
will  ;  — as  it  likewife  does  in  almoft  innumerable 
other  pafiages  which  might  be  cited. 

And  hence  the  phrafe  of  laying  a  thing  to  heart, 
which  fo  often  occurs,  as  in  Ecclcf.  7.  2.  It  is  bet¬ 
ter  to  go  to  the  houfe  of  mourning  than  to  the  houfc  | 
of  feafting,  for  that  is  the  end  of  all  men,  and  the 
living  will  lay  it  to  heart.  That  is,  if  they  duly  im¬ 
prove  the  providence,  they  will  ferioufly  confi  'er, 
regard  and  prepare  for  their  own  latter  end  i  or  it 
will  deeply  afled  and  lay  with  weight  upon  their 
minds,  and  influence  them  to  a  correfpondent  beha¬ 
viour. 

And  this  view  of  the  word  heart,  as  meft  com* 
monly  ufed  in  feripture  will  fhew  us  what  is  meant  by 
it,  when  applied  to  believing  ;  as  in  thofe  foreciced 
phrafes  of  bel.eving  with  the  heart,  and  believing 
with  all  the  heart  *,  which,  when  fpoken  of  the  objed 
of  laving  faith,  muft  include  the  difpofition  or  ex- 
creife  of  the  will  towards  the  objed  thus  believed. — 
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And  a  perfon  cannot  be  faid  to  believe  in  Jefus  Chrift 
with  his  heart,  and  with  all  his  -heart,  unlefs  his 
whole  foul  is  engaged  herein,  his  underftanding,  his 
Vrill  and  his  afFedtions. 

J  acknowledge  that  we  may  be  faid  in  fome  cafes 
to  bcljcve  a  thing  with  the  heart,  when  nothing  but 
the  underrtanding  is  concerned  or  cxercifed  ;  and  for 
thisreafon  becaufe  thcobjedlmay  regard  nothingelfe  : 
as  when  a  bare  fimple  fad  or  truth  well  attefted  is 
prefented  to  my  mind,  which  yet  in  its  nature  or 
as  it  relates  to  me,  is  indifferent,  that  is,  neither  good 
nor  bad  : — in  this  cafe  there  is  no  exercife  of  the 
will  toward  the  objed  required  but  all  that  it  demands 
of  me  is  the  aflent  of  my  underftanding  ;  and  if  1  yield 
that,  I  believe  it  with  my  heart,  that  is,  with  all 
that  exercife  of  my  mind  which  is  proper. 

But  in  the  grand  c^fe  we  arc  confidcring,  the  objed 
of  faving  faith  has  larger  demands  upon  us,  and  re¬ 
quires  to  be  embraced  by  the  will  as  well  as  the  un- 
derflanding  ;  and  therefore  I  cannot  be  faid  to  be¬ 
lieve  this  objed  with  my  heart  or  all  my  heart,  un- 
Iclsall  the  powers  and  faculties  of  my  mind  arc  ex- 
creifed  towards  this  objed,  according  to  its  nature 
and  demands  : — Or  in  other  words,  unlefs  I  lay  it  to 
my  heart  as  the  feal  is  laid  to  the  wax. — If  1  cannot 
then  lay  this  divine  teftimony  to  heart,  unlefs  I  fuf- 
fer  it  to  m^ke  an  impreffion  upon  my  whole JouU  up¬ 
on  my  underflanJing  in  caufing  that  to  yield  its  af¬ 
lent,  and  upon  my  will,  in  caufing  that  to  make  choice 
of,  and  embrace  it  *,  julf  as  the  feal  imprelTes  it’s 
whole  image  on  the  wax  upon  which  it  is  laid,  all 
parts  of  which  yield  to,  and  embrace  the  fignet. 

And  here  1  beg  leave,  farther  to  illuftrate  the  point 
by  an  obfervation,  which  has  lately  come  into  my 

mind 
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mind  *,  and  which  to  me  appears  to  be  very  ftriking 
and  much  to  the  purpofe. — And  that  is,  that  all  ob- 
jcAs  whether  offenfe  or  of  the  mind  a6t  upon  us,  and  j 
are  adled  towards  or  upon  by  us,  according  to  their 
nature  and  properties,  as  perceived  and  viewed  by  us. 

To  in  fiance  in  the  objedls  of  fenfe  •,  when  a  bartf  j 
obje6l  of  fight  is  prefented  to  my  view,  it  a£ls  only 
upon  my  eye  *,  bur  if  it  be  endued  with  a  property  j 
luitable  to  affect  fomc  other  fenfe,  as  that  of  feeling  ) 
■for  infl3nce,.as  when  I  fet  by  a  great  fire  and  look  ^ 
upon  it,  it  a<5ls  upon  the  fenfe  of  feeling  as  well  as 
that  of  feeing  : — If  the  objed  be  endued  with  any 
property,  fuitablc  to  a(fe6l  another  of  the  fenfes,  as  ; 
fuppofe  it  fends  forth  a  certain  kind  of  fmell,  it  ' 
^will  then  a(5l  upon  the  fenfe  of  fmelling  at  the  famcr 
lime  : — And  if  it  likewife  fends  any  kind  of  found 
to  my  ears,  it  will  adl  upon  my  fenfe  of  “hearing,  and 
thus  it  affc(5ls  us  according  to  its  properties,  and 
the  difpofition  of  our  bodily  organss  to  receive  the 
impreffion  ;  and  our  bodily  fenfes,  a  they  are  thus 
adled  upon  by  the  ob’iedl,  will  correfpondently  exer- 
cife  toward  the  obje<5l  *,  my  eye  in  feeing  it,  my  ear 
in  hearing,  my  nofe  in  Imelling  ^c. 

And  thus  it  is  with  the  objeds  of  the  mind  • 
when  an  objcfl,  which  is  confidered  only  as  a  fimplc 
truth,  fupported  with  fufficient  evidence  is  prefented 
to  my  mind,  if  it  be  what  1  have  no  manner  of  con¬ 
cern  in,  it  is  plain  it  can  ad  only  upon  my  undcr- 
fianding,  the  perceptive  faculty  ; — But  it  the  objed 
be  clothed  with  the  property  of  goodnefs  or  badnets, 
and  is  viewed  fo  by  me,  it  is  then  an  objed  of  the 
will  and  will  ad  upon  that,  in  caufing  it  to  rejed  i^ 
if  bad,  or  embrace  it  if  good.  ^ 

And  as  thefc  intclkdual  faculties  are  thus  aded 
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upon  by  the  objedl,  they  will  be  exercifed  correfpon- 
dently  towards  it  *,  my  undtrftandifig  in  afTencing  to 
it  upon  fufficient  evidence,  and  my  will  in  chufing 
or  refufing,  according  as  it  is  viewed  to  be  good  or 
bad  *,  or  in  other  words,  according  as  it  is  adapted  to 
my  difpofition  ;  for  tho*  the  obje6l  may  be  really 
good  in  itfelf,  and  I  may  be  rationally  convinced  of 
it  in  my  mind,  yet  if  it  be  not  fuited  to  my  talltand 
difpofition,  I  fhall  nor  receive  it. 

^  But  now  to  apply  this  obfervation  to  the  point  in 
hand  :  Theobjedf  of  laving  faith,  which  is  pre Tented 
to  the  mind  of  a  true  believer,  is  confidered  by  him, 
not  only  as  a  truth  fupported  by  TufHcient  evidence, 
but  likewifc  as  the  grea tell  asd  a  good  fuited  to 
bis  renewed  tafle  or  diTpofition;  and  therefore  this 
cannot  fail  to  a£l  upon  both  thefe  intelle£fual  facul¬ 
ties,  namely,  the  underffanding  and  the  will,  feeing 
it  is  prefented  and  adapted  to  both. 

And  as  both  thefe  faculties  are  thus  a^fed  upon  by 
the  obje£f,  they  will  of  confcqucnce  a£l  or  be  exerci¬ 
fed  correfpondently  toward  the  objeff  ;  the  undcrflan- 
ding  in  viewing  and  alTcnting  to  it  as  true  ;  and  the 
will  in  making  choice  of, and  embracing  it  as  good.  And 
this  fhews  th“  diflerence  there  is  between  favingfaith, 
and  that  which  is  not  faving.  Saving  faith  includes  the 
exercife  of  both  thefe  fa<;ultics  toward  theobje£f  then 
ailing  upon  them  both-;  whereas  a  falfe  faith  or  the 
faith  of  the  unregenerate  flops  fhort  at  the  under- 
flandihg,  and  never  reaches  the  will,  fo  as  to  gain  the 
choice  of  that.  The  evidence  which  they  have  that 
the  obj  £l  is  true,  is  fo  flrong,  that  it  cannot  but  a£l. 
upon  their  underflandlng,  and  ihdr  undcrflanding 
cannot  but  a£l  toward  that,  inaJTentingto  it  as  a  truth, 
but  as  it  is  not  a  good  fuited  to  their  corrupt  lade  and 
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difpofinon,  it  cannot  a6l  upon  the  will,  fo  as  to  ob¬ 
tain  the  ele6iion  of  that  ;  but  rather  as  the  obje^  is 
contrary  to  the  difpofition  of  thewill,  all  the  influ¬ 
ence  it  will  have  upon  it,  will  only  be  in  exciting  its 
averfion  And  hence  it  is  that  the  nnregencrate  re-^ 
jeft  Chrift  in  heart  as  Simon  did,  tho’  their  under- 
flandings  may  be  convinced  that  he  isth^f  NhlTiah^ 
and  fo  their  belief  is  but  a  partial  belief,  the  baretJt- 
creife  of  the  unclerflanding,  while  xhtcenfenting  and 
embracing  aft  of  the  will  is  wanting.  Or  to  exprefs 
the  difference  in  yet  fhorter  terms  •,  the  unregencratc 
only  yield  their  affent  to  the  objtft,  confidered  meer- 
ly  as  true,  whereas  the  true  believer  yields  both  his 
affent  and  confent,  and  in  a  word  refigns  up  his  whole 
foul  to  the  objeft, 

*I'his  leads  me  to  add  one  thing  more  to  clofe  the 
argument,  and  eflablifh  the  point,  as  I  humbly  con¬ 
ceive  to  a  demonflration  ; — and  that  is,  that  the  ori¬ 
ginal  Greek  word  for  believing^  is  much  more  exten- 
(ive  in  its  fignification.  than  theenglifh  word  believe^ 
and  as  naturally  implies  the  exercife  of  the  will  as  the 
underflanding,  efpecially  where  the  objeft  req  lires  it. 

And  to  make  this  appear  I  need  only  cite  a  few 
plain  paffages  wherein  the  word  is  evidently  ufed  in 
this  extenfive  fignification,  and  that  according  to  its 
natural,  genuine  meaning,  without  any  flrain  or  figu¬ 
rative  fenie  put  upon  it.  In  John  2.  24.  we  read, 
that  Jefus  did  not  commit  himlelf  to  the  Jews,  be- 
caufe  he  knew  all  m^.  Here  the  greek  word  which 
is  tranflatcd  ccrnmff\  \s  the  fame  which  is  el'ewhere 
ufed  for  believe  if  our  englifh  word  believe 

was  as  extenfive  in  its  fignification  it  might  have  been 
tratjflated,  he  did  not  believe  himfelf  to  them  ;  but 
this  you  fee  would  not  have  been  proper,  which 
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ihews  that  the  cnglilh  word  is  more  reftrained  in  its 
meaning.  And  from  this  paflage  by  the  way,  we  may 
learn  what  is  meant,  when  any  truly  not  partially  or 
fretendedly  believe  in  Chrift  they  commit  them- 
-felves  to  him  •,  for  certainly  the  word  ought  to  imply 
as  much,  when  applied  to  Chrift  as  the  objedf,  as  it 
does  in  this  verle,  where  the  Jews  are  the  obje£l.  It 
is  true  that  fbme  of  the  Jews  who  did  not  really  cotn^ 
mit  themfelves  to  Chrift,  are  faid  nevenhelefs  to  have 
believed  in  him  ;  but  then  it  muft  be  faid  that  they  did 
not  do  that  in  reality,  which  they  profefted  to  do ; 

committed  only  their  under Jlanding  lohim,  fb 
far  as  to  yield  their  aflent  to  the  truth  ot  his  being 
the  Mefliah ;  but  did  not  commit  their  wills  and  whole 
fouls  to  him,  according  to  the  full  import  of  the  word ; 
and  yet  they  might  be  faid  in  a  partial  lenfe,  to  believe 
in  him,  as  they  acknowledged  his  meftiahlhip  But 
his  finccre  difciples  believed  in  him,  in  a  higher  fenfe 
than  this,  they  yielded  up  or  committed  their  whole 
fouls,  yea  their  whole  (elves  to  him,  and  thus  were 
believers,  not  partially  or  in  profeflion  only,  but  re-* 
ally  and  truly,  agreably  to  this  cxtenfive  fignification 
of  the  word.  ~ 

Other  paftages  to  the  fame  purpofe  with  the  fore- 
cited  one,  may  be  found  in  Luke  i6.  ii.  Rom,  ^4 
a.  Titus  1.  31  &  I.  Thef.  2.  4.  &c.  The 
Author’s  encreafing  weaknefs  prevented  his  profe- 
cuting  the  fubjc£l  any  further. 
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